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1. This course traces the development of religious groups and movements throughout American history 2. This course addresses the tension between individual religious experiences and socially constructed religious traditions. 3. This course pursues an understanding of religion as subject to the cultural factors of race, gender, class, nationalism, sexuality, and religious identity, among others. 4. This course supplements materials learned in general surveys of American history. 5. This course introduces reading, writing, and speaking skills to students and expects that all students improve upon these skills as they receive graded feedback. 6. This course teaches the technical skills necessary to produce oral history recordings. 7. This course expects that all students come to class prepared to discuss reading materials and apply their thoughts to questions raised during lectures. 

100% of graded materials relate to writing and technological modes. 1. Midterm (100 pts): Students will take a midterm examination (100 pts.) with Large Blue Books on materials covered during the first half of the semester, especially information contained in Religion in America: The Basics. 2. Final Exam (100 pts): Students will take a cumulative final exam (100 pts.) with Large Blue Books on materials covered in lectures, discussions, and readings, especially information contained in Religion in America. 3. Religion and Politics Project (100 pts): Students will write a 1500-word essay (100 pts.) on the book God in the White House and deliver a presentation to the class on religion and presidential politics. 4. Oral History Project (100 pts): Students will conduct an oral history interview (100 pts.) that will involve recording, editing, and writing skills. More information about the project will be provided in class. 5. Book Review and Blog (100 pts): Students will write a book review of Devoted to Nature (50 pts.). They will also write short blog posts (50 pts.) about the book and other class content on the class blog http://religioninlouisiana.blogspot.com/. 


