
Student teams write a practice, low-stakes Summary document on the workshop take-home problem. Students individually write a self-critical one-paragraph analysis of their workshop oral presentation. Student teams perform a safety analysis before each of three (3) experimental cycles, documenting in written form all pertinent details for review by the instructor. Students record details of methods, observations and resulting data in their digital lab notebooks (a series of Excel workbook files) which are reviewed and commented on by the instructor throughout the semester’s three experimental cycles. 

Teaching communications skills by a variety of techniques and tools at various opportunities during the semester: a) the course Syllabus itself is a two-part document, with the second part being a didactic primer on the content and style requirements of the written and speaking deliverables for the course; a pass-fail assessment is administered at the start of the semester against the contents of this document; b) the lead instructor teaches Assertion/Evidence style presentation support material development by both methodology and examples; c) the lead instructor teaches the creation of report and presentation titles by both methodology and examples; d) by way of structured live critique of low-states team oral presentations during the start-of-semester workshop, instructor and staff from the COE Communications Studio deliver a myriad of how-to instructional vignettes on speaking skills and support material attributes (this continues to a lesser extent during the semester in the context of the higher-stakes presentations), e) at least one set of two written reports during the semester will contain editor-like feedback on student work, using the many examples from students’ own work, to correct technical writing deficiencies and help build targeted, student-specific writing skills.

Syllabus: http://www.uolab.lsu.edu/syllabus.htm 


