Common Butterflies Found inthe Pollinator Garden

Sarah Rayner, Youth Education Coordinator

Thebutterflies L Q WAf&dommorno the Pollinator Gardeat theLSU
AgCenter Botanic Gardens and throughout the surrounding diteas.
butterflies are attracted to the nectaflinversthat theyuseas an
energy source. host plant(s) specific to the buttket are available in
the gardens, the butteels may deposit eggs on the leavésher host
plants. The caterpillayslsoknown as larvae, canded on the leavesd
at some point pupatandemerge as aadut butterfly. Many ofthe
butterflies describetdy Dr. Chrissy Mogren ind_ouisiana Native
Pollinata Trees,, will visit the Pollinate Gardento nectar orflowers
for energy, but carrgut theirlif e cycles layinggeggs on host specific
pollinatar trees inthe forest
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Pipevine Swallowtail (Battus
philenor, Papilionidae)

This butterflyis common inthe SouthertJ.S.,
and isnamed after ghostplant, thepipevine
plant. The leaves of the pipevine plant
(Aristolochia species) are toxic ® many
predators, so as the caterpillar éhtsplantit
absorbghe toxinsand in turn becomésxic to
its own predatorsOther butterflies like the
blackform of the female Easterhiger
Swallowtail, the BlackSwallowtail and
Spicebush Swallowtawill mimic the Pipevine
Swa | | oteghimprotectionThe male
Pipevine Swallowtail haa strikingmetallic
blue hindwingand forewingghatare a dull,
blackishcolor. The femalesre much



Monarch Butterfly (Danaus
plexippus, Nymphalidae)

The Monarch butterflys probablythe best
known of the butterflies. Monarch butterflies are
migrating butterflies that spend their winter in
Oyamel Fir trees in the mountains of Mexand
in some parts of Southe@alifornia.If the
monarch livesn the EastertJ.S., usuallyeastof
the RockyMountains,jt may migrate toMexico
to overwinterln Florida,the butterflieswill
migratebackandforth along the eastoast,
overwinteringin Florida.Monarchbutterflies
that are wesdf the RockyMountainswill
overwinter in andiroundPacific Grove,
California in eucalyptugrees t is the fourth
generation of Monarch butterflies that can
migrate upo 2,500mileseachseasonThe only
host planfor the Monarchs milkweed
(Asclepiassp.). The female Monarch butterfly
will deposit her eggsnthe undersidef the
milkweed leaves. Habitat conservation,
restoratiomandthe plantingof native milkweed is
recommendetb protect Monarch populations.
The Monarctcaterpillar is toxido mostinsects
and birdgf eaten. The milkweed contains toxic



Common Buckeye (Junonia coenia, Nymphalidae)

The Buckeye isommonacross North America frol@anaddo Mexico and are especially
commonin Florida. Inlatesummerthrough fall,large numbers of adultaigrate southward into
the Florida peninsulayhere the adulteverwinter. They prefer opesunny habitatérom fields,
gardens, roadsides and shorelines. The most








https://www.growveg.co.uk/pests/uk-and-europe/cabbage-white-butterfly/

Pearl Crescent (Phyciodes tharos, Nymphalidae)

The PearCrescenbutterfly getsits name fronthe smallwhite crescentnoonthatis enclosedn
a brownpatchat center of the margin dhe hindwing. Theyare smalbutterflies witha
wingspanof 1-1 3/8inches.The wingsare orange withlack borderandblackmarkings.
They Yréoundthroughout muclof the United States, southe@anada and MexicoT heyfly
lower tothe groundandfrequent opemreassuchaspastures, meadows, roadgesyacantots,
fields, streams, open pinewoods. Tagerpillar feeden astersand isbrownwith yellow rings

and spines that do not sting.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Phyciodes_tharos_4.jpg



