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Country Comes to Town
By Aline Creed

�ere is no need to take a road trip to a distant rural 
parish to experience the feel of the country. In the heart 
of Baton Rouge, in the backyard of the Botanic Gardens 
at Burden, lies a multi-acre �eld of corn. �is �eld of 
corn contains an intriguing maze and a monstrous hay 
mountain for outdoor fun for kids and those who are kids 
at heart. 

Run around outside in the sunshine and fresh air. 
Explore the twists and turns in the maze to reach the hay 
mountain hidden in the middle. Climb to its summit and 
see above and beyond the corn stalks to give a wave and 
a shout to everyone below. Pull on the giant slingshots to 
take aim at zombie targets out in the �eld. Bump along 
on a tractor driven hay ride and marvel at bright orange 
satsumas ready for the picking. What could be more fun? 

Beginning with the Corn Maze Festival on Saturday, 
Oct. 3, and continuing every Saturday, the Corn Maze will 
be open each and every Saturday in the month of October. 
�e Corn Maze will conclude with a Halloween Family 
Bon�re and Night Maze.

During the Corn Maze Festival on Oct. 3, there will 
be extra attractions of Snow Creek Farm’s traveling red 
barn on site full of farm animals. �ere will be pumpkins 
for sale and a tent set up with loads of supplies and 
friendly volunteers to assist young artists in painting their 
pumpkins. �e giant slingshots will be ready with water 
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Re�ections from the Chair
By Kerry Hawkins
As the deadline for my Re�ections article nears, it hardly 

seems like fall. It has recently been hovering in and around 
100 degrees, and it makes me thankful for the coming 
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All good things come to those who wait, but the best things 
come to those who do.
‘Sparkpeople.com’ 
By Je� Kuehny

I recently came across this quote and I thought it was 
very �tting for the title of this article. We have been working 
on three projects that will enhance the Barton Arboretum 
and Trees and Trails. �ese projects took a great amount of 
thought, input from our patrons and sponsors and funding. 
�e seeds for these three separate but connected projects 
have sprouted, taken root and are beginning to grow.

�e �rst is the Black Swamp Boardwalk. Several years 
ago, the Mosaic Company expressed interest in the Trees 
and Trails/Project Learning Tree educational program. 
Mosaic contributed funds to expand the small boardwalk 
over the Black Swamp and create an educational program 
that would include a curriculum for school �eld trips. 
Although this seemed a relatively simple project, it quickly 
became very involved. Gulf Engineers and Consultants 
(GEC) was awarded the contract to begin the project. 
Because Black Swamp is a natural wetland, we had to get 
approval from the Army Corps of Engineers to build the 
boardwalk. �is was no small task and involved many 
hours (months) of e�ort to accomplish. Once we were given 
approval to build the project, plans and drawings were 
made and the project was let for bid. Work began on the 
boardwalk project on Aug. 10th. �e boardwalk and trails 
will be completed by the �rst of October. Ellen LeBlanc, 
education coordinator for youth programs at the Botanic 
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Trees and Trails Care
By Ellen LeBlanc 
Trees and Trails Coordinator

�e trails and gardens at Burden recently were full 
of young explorers who participated in Trees and Trails 
programs as part of their summer camp experience in June. 

�e Rural Life Museum hosted a June summer camp for 
nearly 45 ��h-graders and younger students. �ese students 
were brought to the pavilion for one of their camp sessions. 
A specially cra�ed lesson plan provided the chance for 
campers to spend 50 minutes on a guided tour of the trails, 
with a quick session at the tree cookie station. 

Hundreds of other students from the summer camps 
hosted by the Louisiana Resource Center for Educators also 
visited on multiple days in June. �e Louisiana Resource 
Center for Educators helps those seeking to become 
certi�ed teachers in Louisiana. 

�e younger campers toured the Children’s Garden 
and completed the butter�y life cycle cra� during their 
visits. �e middle school students took a guided tour of 
the trails, where they viewed the e�ects of storms in the 
area, reforestation e�orts and native and invasive plants, as 
well as discussing the importance of wetlands and learning 
about tree growth patterns. �ey also toured the All-
America Selections Garden and the Children’s Garden. 

Representatives of the Louisiana Resource Center for 
Educators also expressed interest in returning for future 
camps and requested to meet next spring with Trees and 

Trails personnel to plan how to incorporate visits to the 
Botanic Gardens into their next summer camp curricula.

Trees and Trails is now gearing up for the return of 
school �eld trips in the fall. As the word is spread by the 
Trees and Trails volunteers, who bring information about 
the program to our area schools, and among teachers, who 
have brought their students out for a day on the trails, so 
does the number of schools and students taking part. 

During the fall of 2014, six schools and 405 students 
from the third through the eighth grades participated. 
During the spring of 2015, that number grew to 10 schools 
and 628 students from pre-K through seventh grade.

Anyone who enjoys walking in the woods and engaging 
children while enhancing the learning experience 
is welcome to become a Trees and Trails docent. No 
experience is necessary, because training sessions are 
available in addition to the guidance of experienced 
docents. 

If you are thinking about joining Trees and Trails 
activities or would like a refresher course before jumping 
back into it, just contact Ellen LeBlanc at 225-571-9886 or 
goldsmith@bellsouth.net. Volunteers are always welcomed 
and greatly appreciated. Bring a friend and join us for 
outdoor adventures!



Fall 2015, Vol. 8, No. 3 7

               Reflections and Visions 

How to Support Burden Horticulture Society
 � Send a check made payable to LSU Foundation/BHS to:

Burden Horticulture Society, 4560 Essen Lane, 
Baton Rouge, LA  70809

 � Charge your:   Visa   Mastercard   AmEx    Discover 
Card No.: _______________________________ 
Expiration Date: __________________________
Signature: ______________________________
Cardholder’s Printed Name: __________________

Or … Donate online at www.lsufoundation.org/contribute and 
follow these directions:

• Click the “Give Now” button.
• Select “LSU AgCenter” to access the form.
• Choose “Designations” to select the desired fund name.
• Complete the form.

BHS Schedules Its Second 
Icon Workshop
By Ginnie Bolin

�e Burden Horticulture 
Society is sponsoring its 
second Icon Workshop during 
the week of Nov. 9-13.

Twenty people have 
enrolled in this year’s class, 
which will be conducted 
by Ginnie Bolin, with the 
assistance of a group of 
volunteer iconographers.

�e workshop will be held 
in the Steele Burden Memorial 
Orangerie at the Botanic Gardens and will begin each day 
at 9 a.m. and end at 4 p.m. Each participant will receive 
instruction on and complete an icon featuring St. Francis of 
Assisi that all of them will take home at the end of the week. 
All supplies are included in the $350 registration fee. 

All proceeds from the workshop will go to the Burden 
Horticulture Society to be used toward its educational 
programs for the public. �is year’s class is full, but anyone 
wishing to be placed on this year’s waiting list or to be 
considered for future workshops may call Ginnie Bolin at 
225-343-2225. Burden Horticulture Society wishes to thank 
and acknowledge Dr. Richard Wampold, D.D.S. for his 
support for this workshop.

9/14/2015   9:58:50 AM
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LSU AgCenter Tiger Gardens ‘Greauxing Food and 
Knowledge’
By Kathryn Fontenot

�e Tiger Gardens program was initiated by Dr. Kiki 
Fontenot a year ago to provide Louisiana’s teachers with 
the knowledge and materials to establish and maintain a 
sustainable school garden program.

�e intention of this program was to partner with local 
sponsors to provide public, private and charter schools 
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