
John W Barton, Sr. ð In Memoriam 

When John W. Barton, Sr. passed away on March 

3, 2012, Louisiana lost one of her favorite sons and     

Burden lost one of its most ardent, effective                 

supporters.  John   Barton was throughout his life an    

important civic leader in the Baton Rouge community.  

One significant example of his many contributions to our 

community was remembered by the chair of The Baton 

Rouge Area Foundation, Matt McKay, when he credited 

him with gathering civic leaders and guiding them in the 

creation of The Baton Rouge Area Foundation 50 years 

ago.  He gave the same wise and effective leadership to 

the Burden Foundation Board. 

 

John Barton’s wife, Scott, was one of the first non

-family members of the Burden Foundation.  John        

replaced her on the board in 1989.   They were both    

committed to ensuring that the vision of the Burden    

Family was honored. 

 

As a member of the Burden Foundation Board, 

Mr. Barton was what his fellow board member, Mrs. 

Frances Monroe, called “an active and contributing    

member who was often approached by others on the board 

for his sound advice and good judgment.”  She further 

says “he was considerate of all people that he met and his 

leadership skills knew no bounds.  It was an honor to 

serve on the board with such an outstanding man and to 

learn from him.” 

 

Dr. Paul Murrill says of 

Mr. Barton, “He was the soul of 

integrity, he genuinely loved and 

cared for others, he was a good 

friend, he was a good              

businessman, he was generous, he 

was fun to be with.  He had a 

great sense of values, and he was 

a very wise person. He always 

seemed to know the right thing to 

do and he also knew how to do 

it.  I am very indebted to John for many reasons that 

played out over some 40 years.  I am a better person for 

having shared a friendship with John Barton.” 

 

Mr. Bob Hawthorne, current chair of the Burden 

Foundation Board, cites an instance when, as a young 

lawyer, he was handling a real estate transaction for the 

first time as a leader of the group.  At their next meeting, 

Mr. Barton brought him a book entitled “The Tenth     

Legion” which was written to inspire a young man just 

starting a career.  Mr. Hawthorne says he will never forget 

John’s thoughtfulness and interest in a young man whom 

he had just met. 

 

Steele Burden, when he dedicated and landscaped 

the Barton Arboretum on a part of Burden property in 

memory of Scott after her death in 1991, expressed the 

respect and gratitude of the Burden family for the    

friendship and help that John Barton and 

his family gave them. 

 

 The Barton Family, including 

present Foundation member Annette Bar-

ton, shared a passion for preservation and 

were eager to share their love of nature 

with others.  Burden is but one of the 

many civic endeavors in which John Bar-

ton was actively involved.  The testimoni-

als cited above show what kind of man he 

was.  We who love Burden owe a great 

debt of gratitude to him and the Barton 

family.  We are fortunate to have had 

them in our midst.    
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Imagine the joy of discovering a giant tree cookie    

nestled in the Burden Woods. How about finding one as 

wide as a child is tall - a very special one cut from the    

majestic Steele Burden Oak that once graced LSU’s      

campus? 

Nearly 1100 children representing 19 schools and 

grades 3-8 explored the natural wonder of Burden Center’s 

Trees and Trails during the 2011-2012 school year. Rain or 

shine, BHS’ dedicated docents helped school groups     

ranging in size from 17 to 122 unravel mysteries of the  

forest. Children learned how trees function, what habitats 

organisms need to survive and what happens when plants 

and animals invade others’ habitats.    

By Spring 2013, children, teachers and our community 

will enjoy yet another discovery - a new 1872 square foot 

open-air pavilion that will serve as an outdoor classroom 

and a new restroom facility for Trees and Trails. Just as 

Trees and Trails help children learn what trees need to 

grow so will the new pavilion and restrooms offer Burden 

Center capacity to grow educational programming aligned 

with its mission.   

Originally envisioned as one structure in the Burden 

Center Master Plan, the pavilion’s architectural drawings 

were revised to create a two-phase project. Funding has 

been secured to construct the pavilion and we are working 

towards securing the final funding for phase two. Thanks to 

generous support received this year from Charlie and 

Carole Lamar and the Charles Lamar Family Foundation, 

the LSU AgCenter and grants received last year from the 

Donna M. Saurage Fund in honor of Cary Saurage,       

Louisiana Recreational Trails Program, the Burden     

Foundation and private gifts, the project will jumpstart  

implementation of the Master Plan.  

We deeply appreciate the 

Charles Lamar Family 

Foundation’s support 

which, when combined 

with available funding, 

brings us closer to     

transforming the pavilion 

dream to reality. Charlie 

and Carole Lamar shared, 

"Steele Burden and his 

family made an extraordi-

nary gift to all of us,    

assuring the preservation 

of a great expanse of 



The Conference Center was filled with volunteers and the Burden Center’s staff 

as they were honored at the Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon on August 14th.  

The annual luncheon recognizes all the volunteers that help make the numerous 

educational programs and delightful events possible at the Burden Botanical 

Garden, Burden Woods/Trees and Trails and Windrush Gardens!  Some of these 



 The Master Gardener program, conducted throughout the United States and 

Canada, is a two-part educational effort in which avid gardeners receive many hours of 

intense home horticulture training and, in return, they "pay back" local university      

extension agents by volunteering.  

 The Louisiana Master Gardener program began in Baton Rouge in 1994 to   

extend the educational outreach of the LSU AgCenter, Louisiana Cooperative Extension 

Service. A service and educational activity offered by the LSU AgCenter, the program 

is designed to recruit and train volunteers to help meet the   educational needs of home 

gardeners while providing an enjoyable and worthwhile service experience for          

volunteers. It was adopted statewide in 1997 and now is offered in 23 parishes with        

volunteer participation in 46 parishes. Volunteers receive training and resources from 

LSU faculty and in return volunteer to educate the gardening public.   

 In 2011, EBR Master Gardeners’ “payback” to the LSU AgCenter was 10,731 

volunteer hours reaching 122,532 individuals for a total value of $248,051.83.  The 

Mother’s Day Plant Sale is the one money-making activity of EBR Master Gardeners.  

Money derived from the sale supports projects at Burden Center and educational activities such as plant health clinics, 

the establishment of school gardens, educational classes at local libraries and children’s programs, among others. Work-

ing with Burden in Windrush Garden, the All-America Display Garden, Rose Garden, Children’s Garden, Trees and 

Trails, and special events draw many Master Gardeners.   

 The EBR Master Gardener Association has 230 members who serve many roles in helping agents deliver educa-

tional horticultural programs and information.  Master Gardeners address the public’s need to know about home horticul-

ture! A 20+ member team makes up the Educational Presentation Committee (Ed Pres).  Series of programs on basic 

gardening topics are held for the general public at Bluebonnet and Jones Creek regional libraries. The group has prepared 

more than 30 topics for public presentations.  In January 2012, Ed Pres reached 212 people from eight parishes in its se-

ries at the Bluebonnet Library.   

 The 2012 fall series will begin on Thursday, September 27 at 6:30 p.m. at Jones Creek Regional Library.  The 

topic will be “Container Gardening - Basics and Creative Displays.”  Fall series classes will continue October 4 and 11 

at Jones Creek.  The 2013 classes begin January 10 at Bluebonnet Regional Library.  Master Gardeners have a plant 

health booth at the Red Stick Farmer’s Market downtown on the first Saturday of each month, and plant health clinics 

are held seasonally at area nurseries.  Master Gardeners are there to answer clients’ gardening questions.  The health 

clinic at the downtown market averages 65 each Saturday. 

 Specialty workshops are scheduled periodically. Workshops in 2012 included the “Tiny Magical World of     

Terrariums” and pruning workshop, “Don’t Cut It to the Quick.”  Children are a special delight. That is why teaching 

Junior Master Gardeners classes, working with school children’s gardens, AgMagic, and holding workshops for children 

are so rewarding.  Teaching children about gardening makes them pay more attention to and have more respect for 

plants.  Once they are hooked, they are eager to learn more.  

 The LSU AgCenter’s Master Gardener program plays an important role in meeting the horticultural needs of 

Louisiana residents and provides research- based information for the fastest growing leisure-time activity in the nation – 

gardening.  Anyone with a willingness to learn and a desire to help others can become a Master Gardener.  Experienced 

and beginning gardeners seeking up-to-date horticultural information can advance their gardening expertise and enhance 

their community through the art and science of  horticulture.   
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