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A Calrg S 1,784 tle Ha M9 96 ¢ o Wit Fy ce

By Je Kuehny

Who is that BHS Chair that always looks like she walked
out of the salon?  at would be none other than the elegant,
Katherine “Kitty” Hessburg. No matter the project, the chal-
lenges that lie ahead or the weather (very important when
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e ecole Tormate

One of the many interesting studies at the Food & Fiber
Research Facility this summer is by Dr. Kiki Fontenot. She
receives many questions every year about the “Creole” to-
mato, especially with the resurgence in interest of heirloom
varieties.  us, she and her Research Associate, Bobby
Williams, scoured the world looking for the ‘Creole’ tomato
cultivar. ey found eleven di erent ‘Creole’ tomato sup-
pliers and all of them have been planted in the eld trials at
Burden. Data will be collected this summer as well as taste
tests to determine if there is one true ‘Creole’ tomato, or if
this is a great way to market another tomato. Dr. Fontenot
tells me that they already noticing di erences in plant and
fruit size and shape. One variety has large cherry sized to-
matoes whereas the rest are small averaging no more than
5 oz. each. Dr. Fontenot will provide us with all her nding
this Fall. However, until then, | found a
very interesting article by Dan Gill that
will help clarify the ‘Creole’ tomato mystery.

Creole tomato myths vs. facts:
ere is not just one type of ‘Creole’

By Dan Gill

LSU released a tomato cultivar named ‘Creole’ back in
1969. It’s a nice, indeterminate (vining), medium-sized, red
tomato with resistance to Fusarium wilt. You can still nd
‘Creole’ tomato transplants at area nurseries. We assume
these are still the old cultivar that LSU released back in
the 1960s. But LSU did not maintained seed stock of this
cultivar and cannot vouch for their identity.

But even back in the 1970s and 1980s, the ‘Creole’ culti-
var was not used much by the local Creole tomato farmers
in St. Bernard and Plaguemines parishes. e term “Creole
tomato” was created by farmers in those parishes to dis-
tinguish their locally grown tomatoes from those grown
elsewhere. It did not indicate a particular cultivar.

e term “Creole” was part of the culture and o en ap-
plied to both people and things. (  ere was an Easter lily
growing industry in Plaquemines back in the 1940s. e
growers called them “Creole lilies” not Easter lilies.)

In the 1980s and 1990s, the ‘Celebrity’ cultivar was the
one most commonly used by Creole tomato growers, but
they also grew others. When someone in New Orleans
purchased a Creole tomato back then, it was most likely a
‘Celebrity’.

When the farmers in St. Bernard and Plaquemines called
their tomatoes Creole, it meant they were grown in the rich
alluvial soil of the area and vine ripened because they did not

g
sopbpis

Dr. Kiki Fontenot is eld testing ‘Creole’ tomato varieties at Burden

have to be transported long distances to market.  is gave
them arich avor. It did not designate a particular cultivar.
e public in general has not understood this. In many
minds, the Creole tomato is a particular cultivar with a
wonderful avor. e name Creole has become mythic for
“that old-fashioned wonderful tomato avor | remember
from the old days.” And in actuality, there never really was
one speci ¢ cultivar used by the Creole tomato growers.
ese days, the term Creole is used to market tomatoes
from a much larger geographical area. | was roundly chas-
tised by a grower in St. Tammany when | mentioned on
my radio program that Creole tomatoes were historically
grown in St. Bernard and Plaguemines. He also called his
tomatoes Creole (although he did not grow that particular
cultivar) because it made people want to buy them.

I suppose someone growing tomatoes in Shreveport
could call them Creoles as well. As far as | know, the
Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry has not
placed any state regulations on how the name is used.

So there you have it. You can nd tomato transplants
labeled as the ‘Creole’ cultivar at local nurseries. Feel free
to plant them as thousands of Louisiana gardeners do. But
it never was the cultivar primarily used by Creole tomato
farmers in the “old days.”

When farmers called their tomatoes Creole, it meant
they were grown in the rich alluvial soil of the area and
vine ripened.

‘Celebrity’ is still around. It's one of my favorite cultivars
and wins blind taste tests at LSU AgCenter home garden
tomato trials.

Creole Tomato continues on page 7
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Dear BHS Members,

On behalf of the LSU AgCenter and the especially of
all the sta here at the Botanic Gardens, thank you. e
BHS board recently approved a $100,000 gi to the Botanic
Gardens to support our planned new Welcome Center. We
are grateful to the BHS membership for your dedicated
volunteer and leadership support, but now also for this
extraordinary investment in this organization’s home.

e new Welcome Center will help us orient visitors to
all that ison o er at Burden Museum & Gardens and will
allow us to capitalize on the rapid program growth we have
seen over the last few years, due in no small part to your
greate orts.

e Welcome Center will also be the new home for the
rest of our East Baton Rouge Parish Extension agents, who
are currently housed downtown. eir relocation will en-
able them to conduct more programming for the commu-
nity at the Botanic Gardens. New conference and meeting
space allows us to expand our student and adult education
opportunities that are critical to our mission. Also, we will
dedicate space in the Welcome Center where we can share
the history of this special place with visitors and future
guardians.

e Welcome Center is the keystone of our Master
Plan, created in 2009 to guide our growth for a sustain-
able future. is planned growth model will ensure the
Botanic Gardens will continue to serve our community for
generations.

ese big plans for the future are all made possible by
your dedication, volunteerism and now especially through
the Burden Horticulture Society’s nancial support. Again,
thank you.

Sincerely,
Dr.Je Kuehny
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LSU AgCenter Botanic Gardens
Has Gone Green!!!!

You may have noticed the new
recycle bins in the lobby and in the
kitchen. We are recycling paper,
cans and plastic.

Please be kind to Mother Earth
and use the receptacles
provided.
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