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Thank You  

and Congratulations to Kitty 

Hessburg and Leslie       

Bardwell, Wine and Roses 

Chairs, for an Enchanted 

Evening in the Rose Garden! 

The Amazing Wine and Roses Committee Members. 
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Burden Horticulture Society 

 You couldn’t have driven by or into Burden 
lately without noticing all the construction at the entrance 
and the Botanical Gardens.  The construction on I-10 has 



 Louisiana’s Arbor Day is just around the corner, which means that it is time to sharpen your shovel in prepara-
tion for this annual celebration of our trees.  Louisiana Arbor Day is a local tradition for many families and institutions, 
with related events taking place in schools, parks and neighborhoods each January throughout our state.  Though it may 
seem like a strange time to celebrate trees, Louisiana Arbor Day is officially designated as the third Friday in January.  
This is because the best time to plant trees in Louisiana is while the trees are dormant.  Ideally the trees will “wake up” 
from dormancy to spring rains and mild temperatures that encourage root growth before the heat of summer sets in. 
This annual celebration of trees can be attributed to the vision of an early pioneer named J. Sterling Morton.  Morton 
settled in Nebraska from Michigan in 1854 and went on to work as editor of the Nebraska News.  Morton missed the 
trees and verdant landscapes of his native Michigan and used his role with the newspaper to promote enthusiasm for 
trees and to tout the wisdom of planting them. Trees had important benefits for Nebraskans at the time: their roots held 
soil in place, their foliage blocked the winter wind and provided shade in the summer, and their wood provided building 
materials and fuel.  Morton’s message led to his increased prominence in the region, and he became the Nebraska Secre-
tary of Agriculture, which provided him with an additional outlet to advocate for tree planting. 



 The Burden Woods composes approximately 150 
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Burden Horticulture Society 

Not getting e-mail announcements?   

 

Go to the “Join Us” page of www.BurdenHorticultureSociety.com and enter your information 
or email Connie Abboud at abbcon@bellsouth.net 

  

Burden Horticulture Society Mission: 
 

In concert with the Burden Center Master Plan, the mission of BHS is to enhance and promote 
the Burden Center and its serene environment for the benefit of the public through educational 
programs, fundraising, and volunteerism. 
 

Please check our website for up to date information on events and programs: 
 

   www.BurdenHorticultureSociety.com 
 



 B  urden Center 
4560 Essen Lane 
Baton Rouge, LA 70809 

What’s Happening with Our Friends: 
 

EBR Master Gardeners 
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