
Ocean Industries Association 
(NOIA), who provided an update 
of legislative and regulator y issues 
affecting the offshore industr y. 
NOIA represents more than 300 

companies, including offshore drillers, producers, supply vessels, air transport, geophysical 
sur vey, shipyards, offshore construction, and more.

Pavel Molchanov, an equity research analyst for Raymond James & Associates, gave a 
thorough presentation on the global credit crisis and its effects on U.S. and global energy 
demand, capital spending, and alternative energy. He said capital spending would fall, 
reducing drilling budgets, new rig construction, and infrastructure development. Demand 
will also fall but will be offset by reduced supply caused by constrained capital spending, 
a function of tighter credit. Alternative energy development overall should withstand the 
crisis, but ethanol will be hit with both credit concerns and high corn prices. In the long 
run, Molchanov predicts “a structural imbalance between constrained energy supply and 
rising energy demand.”

For the afternoon State Initiatives Roundtable, Don LaVada, director of external operations 
for the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) and Bill 
McNulty, an adviser with the Florida Public Service Commission, discussed their respective 
states’ energy initiatives, including efforts to reduce consumption of electricity, natural gas 
and oil; the development of alternative energy programs; and reduction in air pollution, 
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Jordan Gilmore, CES research associate, co--2
/CS0 cCS0  tour of the p0 c-Katrina sustainable 
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outreach assistance for the GHG inventory project as it progresses toward the completion 
date, which is set for June 2009.

This GHG inventory will be the second completed by CES and is intended to be a 
comprehensive state-wide inventory of sources and sinks of greenhouse gases. 
The project has been designed to help assess potential impacts of expected federal GHG 
emissions regulations on the state of Louisiana and to help strategically position the 
state to accommodate challenges and opportunities brought by the federal regulations. 
The overarching purpose of the LED GHG Inventory Project is to assure that Louisiana’s 
economic competitiveness is not compromised by possible federal regulation of greenhouse 
gases and that any associated economic development opportunities are recognized. 

The planned Scope of Work for the project reaches beyond the development of a 
comprehensive state-wide GHG Inventory to include

• review and evaluation of activities undertaken by other states to accommodate possible 
greenhouse gas regulation and/or climate change concerns;

•  high-level assessment of the impacts of the most likely federal GHG regulatory schemes 
on Louisiana’s economy;

•  development of recommendations for potential state and industry strategies. 

Methods used will be derived primarily from U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
guidance documents.  

The principle investigators for the project are Mike McDaniel and David Dismukes.  
Additional CES staff involved in the project includes Elizabeth Dieterich, Kathryn Perry, and 
Lauren Stuart. A copy of the PAT presentation, including a list of Project Advisory Team 
members, can be found on the CES Web site. References and important documents related 
to the LED GHG Inventory Project will also be posted online.  

Bossier-Haynesville Shale Potential Assessed
The Bossier-Haynesville gas shale play in northwestern Louisiana and northeast Texas is 
one of the more economically attractive plays in the country.  Although much information 
about how to best use these naturally fractured shale reservoirs is proprietary, there is 
data available from a five-year (2003-2008) DOE project focused on basin analysis and 
petroleum systems characterization of northern Louisiana and Mississippi salt basins.

Principal investigators Don Goddard of CES and Ernie Mancini from the University of 
Alabama, along with others, looked at geological and geochemical aspects of the Upper 
Jurassic Cotton Valley-Bossier and Haynesville complex in core samples in the North 
Louisiana Salt Basin to assess the thermal maturity and the hydrocarbon-generating 
potential of the shales.  

The results from this work have been presented in PTTC workshops, geological society 
meetings, and professional seminars and published in the literature listed below:

 2008.  Mesozoic (Upper Jurassic–Lower Cretaceous) deep gas reservoir play, central 
and eastern Gulf coastal plain: AAPG Bulletin, v. 92, no. 3, p. 283–308.

 2006.  Characterization of Jurassic and Cretaceous facies and petroleum reservoirs 
in the interior salt basins, central and eastern Gulf Coastal Plain, East Texas 
Geological Society Symposium Volume, p. 11-1 to 11-27.

 2005.  Petroleum source rocks of the onshore interior salt basins, north central and 
northeastern: GCAGS Trans., v. 55, p. 486-504.

To view a presentation on the Bossier-Haynesville Shale, visit www.enrg.lsu.edu/
presentations
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CES Hosts Ridesharing Software Demonstration
CES Professional-in-Residence Mike McDaniel and research associate Lauren Stuart hosted 
a demonstration of the ridesharing management software GreenRide October 27. The goal 
of the demonstration was to introduce the system to LSU, city, and state organizations to 



Page 6

2008 In-House Research Seminars Get Staff Talking
In early 2008, the Center initiated an in-house monthly seminar series on current energy 
policy research and industry issues. 

“The series provides a forum for our researchers to report on their projects and invite input 
from other researchers,” said Wumi Iledare, series coordinator.  

The 2008 seminar series included

• “A Review of Unconventional Hydrocarbon Resources,” by Mark Kaiser;

•  “Underground Hydrocarbon Storage: Issues & Trends,” by David Dismukes;
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The Center for Energy Studies 
conducts, encourages, and 

facilitates research and 
analysis to address energy-
related problems or issues 

affecting Louisiana’s economy, 
environment, and citizenry. 
Whether conducted by its 

staff or by others it supports, 
the Center’s goal is to provide 

a balanced, objective, and 
timely treatment of issues 
with potentially important 

consequences for Louisiana.
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