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CES Completes Port of Venice Impact Analysis
A CES study shows that timely investment in the Port of Venice Complex could elevate the 
port into a world-class offshore oil and gas service port. Known as the “Gateway to the 
Gulf,” the port would benefit considerably from service and maintenance activities arising 
from new drilling and production operations in the eastern Gulf of Mexico. 

The economic impact analysis of the port was based upon a detailed tenant and port user 
survey that incorporated economic impact models and analyses, as well as sophisticated 
satellite tracking measurements to examine vessel movements into, out of, and through the 
port to state and federal drilling and production locations.

“The Port of Venice is exceptionally well positioned to take advantage of new eastern Gulf of 
Mexico drilling and production prospects, creating economic development opportunities for 
the local and state economies, and reducing U.S. dependence on foreign sources of energy,” 
said Professor David Dismukes, CES associate executive director and principle investigator 
for the study. “However, these opportunities won’t happen without continued investment in 
the waterways and channels leading into the port complex.”

Venice’s contribution to the Louisiana economy is not well known.  While other, more visible 
ports in the state focus almost exclusively on federal deepwater production, Venice provides 
support to a balanced mix of state and federal drilling and production activities in the 
Gulf.  Most importantly, Venice supports in-state production activities that are estimated to 
contribute more than $350 million per year in mineral revenues directly to Louisiana and not 
to the federal government. The area serviced by Venice accounts for some 20 percent of all 
in-state mineral revenues. 

Over the past five years, 
Venice has supported 
in-state oil and gas 
production activities 
that have contributed 
$1.69 billion in state 
mineral revenues.  An 
investment in Venice 
is clearly a direct 
investment in Louisiana, 
one that yields almost 
immediate economic 
and financial benefits 
that are not dependent 
upon the irregularities 
of federal royalty 
revenue policies.

The CES impact study estimates that the port will have made more than $117 million 
and $188 million in capital investments in 2008 and 2009, respectively.  These capital 
investments, comprised of infrastructure improvements and marine vessel expenditures, will 
lead to more than 1,070 jobs for the local economy and neighboring Louisiana parishes.

Annual operations at the port are estimated to have created more than $197 million in 
economic activity in both 2008 and 2009.  Over the past two years, the port has employed, 
on average, more than 850 people in the local economy. 

The port has a significant competitive advantage in serving the new offshore areas recently 
slated for drilling in the eastern Gulf. The geographic location of the Port of Venice gives it 
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CES Partners with Ourso College for Supply Chain Management Symposium

The Center expanded its annual Energy Summit event to introduce a new supply chain 
management program for the E. J. Ourso College of Business.  The inaugural Supply Chain 
Management Symposium included presentations on materials management, perspectives 
from oil and gas service companies, developments in supply chain technology, and the 
future of transportation infrastructure. The program opened with keynote Adam Knapp, 
president and CEO, Baton Rouge Area Chamber, followed by George Adams, materials 
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The “Make an Impact” program includes a website (http://entergy.pewclimate.
org/), launched in July by Entergy and the Pew Center, designed to provide tools 
for consumers to manage their environmental impact, reduce energy costs, and 
help lower CO2 emissions. The site offers personalized tips to help consumers lower 
energy bills and includes a customized carbon calculator to analyze personal energy 
use and an interactive page of local resources.

Interdisciplinary Team Studies Geographic Units for 
Socioeconomic Impact 
The Center for Energy Studies, the Minerals Management Service, and faculty from 
the LSU Departments of Agricultural Economics and Environmental Sciences are 
evaluating geographic units currently used by MMS to discharge its planning and 
analysis responsibilities. The units assist MMS in recognizing and understanding 
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The controversial “Bosnian pyramids” have been identified as 
flatiron formations by geologists like LGS research associate 
Paul Heinrich, who was recently quoted on the subject in 
Smithsonian magazine.

Louisiana Geological Survey to Continue Surface Geologic 
Mapping of State
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CES Faculty on the Road
CES faculty are sought-after speakers. Below are just few recent events at which they were 
invited to share their research and expertise.

Wumi Iledare, director of the CES Energy Information and Data Division, presented 
“Worldwide Deepwater Petroleum Exploration and Development Prospectivity:  
Comparative Analysis of Efforts and Outcomes” at the 2009 SPE Annual Technical 
Conference and Exhibition in New Orleans in October. In November, he spoke on global 
petroleum supply and pricing at the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources. Later 
that month, he spoke at the annual meeting of the Nigerian Association of Petroleum 
Explorationist (NAPE), where his topic was “Funding Incorporated Joint Ventures in Nigeria: 
Challenges, Constraints & Opportunities.”

In September, CES associate executive director David Dismukes presented his “Gulf Coast 
Energy Outlook: Issues and Trends” to the new Southeast Louisiana Chapter of the Women’s 
Energy Network in Baton Rouge.  In October, he spoke at the annual meeting of the 
Louisiana Chemical Association/Louisiana Chemical Industry Alliance on “Louisiana’s Stakes 
in the Greenhouse Gas Debate—The Billion Dollar Budget Crisis:  Catastrophe or Change?”  
Dismukes spoke to the New Orleans Chapter of the Energy Bar Association January 28. His 
topic: “Natural Gas Supply Issues: Gulf Coast Supply Trends and Implications for Louisiana.”

Mike McDaniel was invited to talk about Louisiana’s bioenergy resources at Congressman 
Bill Cassidy’s Green Energy Summit, held in Baton Rouge August 13. He presented “Funding 
Opportunities for Natural Gas Vehicles” to a gathering of the Louisiana Gas Association 
and spoke to the Louisiana Chapter of the American Public Works Association on “Fleet 
Management and Alternative Fuels,” both in October. Before the holidays, McDaniel 
provided an “Update on Climate Change Legislation” to the LSU AgCenter’s Agriculture 
Communications in Education (ACE) meeting. 

To view CES faculty presentations online, visit www.enrg.lsu.edu.

Rushing Off to Spain
CES bid farewell to coordinator Johanna Rushing, who departed in January for a teaching 
position in Barcelona. Fluent in Spanish, Johanna accepted a position teaching the language 
to immigrants.  We at CES already miss Johanna’s generous spirit, dedication, and bright 
smile. We wish her the best in her endeavors. 

Former coordinator 
Rushing now teaches in 
Barcelona.
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The CES Newsletter is published by the 
Center for Energy Studies at 
Louisiana State University.

Send correspondence to 
Marybeth Pinsonneault, communications 
manager, at mtherio@lsu.edu.

Design by Lisa Pond,  
Louisiana Geological Survey.

A special request: Mrs. Baumann’s 
cheese cake.

Don Goddard, with daughter Nicole, enjoys 
oysters on the half shell at his December 9 
retirement potluck.

Chef David Dismukes paddles the 
jambalaya at the Goddard fiesta.

Jordan Gilmore provides a delicious cooked 
option for oyster eaters.

Goddard Honored with Retirement Potluck
Don Goddard’s retirement tribute on December 9 was a potluck lunch with international 
flair.  Don’s friends and co-workers enjoyed oysters—grilled and on the half-shell— 
David Dismukes’s famous jambalaya, Don’s Venezuelan black beans, Yunke Yu’s Chinese tea 
eggs, and Sid Narra’s Indian curry pies. For dessert it was back to New York with 
Brenda Baumann’s masterpiece turtle cheese cake. Thanks, Don, for ten years of great 
service to the Center.
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The Center for Energy Studies 
conducts, encourages, and 

facilitates research and 
analysis to address energy-
related problems or issues 

affecting Louisiana’s economy, 
environment, and citizenry. 
Whether conducted by its 

staff or by others it supports, 
the Center’s goal is to provide 

a balanced, objective, and 
timely treatment of issues 
with potentially important 

consequences for Louisiana.
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