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PREFACE 
 
The development of the offshore petroleum industry is a remarkable story of inventiveness, 
entrepreneurship, hard work, and risk-taking that turned Louisiana’s relatively isolated coastal 
communities into significant contributors to the U.S. and global economies. This industry 
emerged as local residents and returning World War II veterans applied skills, technologies, and 
can-do attitudes to overcome the many challenges of producing oil from below the ocean floor. 
Offshore workers initially came from Texas, Oklahoma, and Louisiana, but soon people from 
throughout the United States were attracted to the Gulf Coast. This industry, born in the 
Louisiana marshes, has grown to have a key place in the modern world. Yet, it is little known, 
understood, or documented, and its dynamic economic role is virtually invisible. 
 
To explore the history and evolution of this industry and the people and communities where it 
was born, in 2001 the U.S. Minerals Management Service (MMS) sponsored a study to examine 
the historical evolution of the offshore oil and gas industry and its effects on Louisiana’s coastal 
culture, economy, landscape, and society. The study represented the convergence of the ideas of 
several people who recognized that an important piece of history – the origins of the offshore 
petroleum industry – was being lost and that capturing it would require the use of published 
works, periodicals and other documents, and oral histories. The idea for the study was supported 
by the Social Science Subcommittee of the MMS Scientific Committee, staff from MMS 
Headquarters and the Gulf of Mexico Region office in New Orleans, members of the business 
and academic communities, and Louisiana civic leaders and educators. As a result, researchers 
from universities in Louisiana, Texas, and Arizona came together to trace the development of the 







 
1. INTRODUCTION 

 
From 2001-2005 the U.S. Minerals Management Service sponsored a study to examine the 
historical evolution of the offshore oil and gas industry and its effects on Louisiana’s coastal 
culture, economy, landscape, and society. Researchers from universities in Louisiana, Texas, and 
Arizona came together to trace the development from land and marsh to state waters and across 
the Outer Continental Shelf. As one component of this project, university and community 



 
1.2. The Photographs 
 
Each photograph provides a unique look at the offshore oil and gas industry and its impacts on 
workers, their families, and their communities. The photographs are organized by donor; the 
donors are organized alphabetically by last name. Thumbnails of the images are grouped together 
in numerical order. Researchers interviewed the donors about their photographs and recorded 
information about each photo. A brief description of each photo is included in the list of 
photographs in Chapter 3. In most cases during the interview, additional information was 
provided as context for the photo. Many of the photo interviews were recorded on audio tape or 
disc as well as in written notes. 
 
The tapes and discs onto which all interviews associated with this project were recorded and 
paper copies of the transcripts of those interviews are available in the archives of the Louisiana 
State University, University of Houston, University of Louisiana at Lafayette, and Nicholls State 
University. Copies of these materials can be obtained by contacting the archivists of these 
institutions. 
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2. THUMBNAILS OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS 
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These pictures were donated by Tom Angel.

5



These pictures were donated by Tom Angel.

6



These pictures were donated by Buddy Ayers.

7



These pictures were donated by Eddie Babin.

8



These pictures were donated by Herb Barrett.

9



These pictures were donated by Roland Belanger.

10



This picture was donated by Melvin Bernard.

11



These pictures were donated by Moye Boudreaux.

12



These pictures were donated by Numa Breaux.

13



These pictures were donated by James Broussard.

14



These pictures were donated by James Broussard.

15



These pictures were donated by Leroy Burgess.

16



These pictures were donated by Ruth Camp.

17



These pictures were donated by Charles “CJ” Christ.

18



These pictures were donated by Bob Cockerham.

19



These pictures were donated by Parker Conrad.

20



These pictures were donated by Nelson Constant.

21



These pictures were donated by James “Peanut” Crochet.

22



These pictures were donated by Jerry Cunningham.

23



These pictures were donated by Jerry Cunningham.

24



These pictures were donated by Bernice Curole.

25



These pictures were donated by Walter Daspit.

26



These pictures were donated by Walter Daspit.

27



These pictures were donated by Doughty Dominique.

28



These pictures were donated by Dale Fackler.

29



These pictures were donated by Dale Fackler.

30



These pictures were donated by Dale Fackler.

31







These pictures were donated by Phillip George.

34



These pictures were donated by Selwin Gilmore.

35



These pictures were donated by Jake Giroir.

36





These pictures were donated by Whitey Grubbs.

38





These pictures were donated by Vince Guzzetta.

40



These pictures were donated by Delores Henderson.

41



These pictures were donated by Ed Henry.

42



These pictures were donated by Fannie Hobbs.

43





These pictures were donated by Houston LeJeune.

45



These pictures were donated by Houston LeJeune.

46



These pictures were donated by Bob Marmande.

47



These pictures were donated by Jack McCully.

48



These pictures were donated by Drew Michel.

49



These pictures were donated by Drew Michel.

50



These pictures were donated by Drew Michel.

51



These pictures were donated by Lillian Miller.

52



These pictures were donated by Lillian Miller.

53



54

These pictures were donated by Lynda Miller.



55

These pictures were donated by Lynda Miller.







58

These pictures were donated by Lynda Miller.



59

These pictures were donated by Lynda Miller.



60

These pictures were donated by Lynda Miller.



61

These pictures were donated by Lynda Miller.





These pictures were donated by Ken Perry.

63





These pictures were donated by Chester Pipsair.

65



These pictures were donated by Russell Poiencot.

66



These pictures were donated by Percy Rhodes.

67



These pictures were donated by Pete Rogers.

68



These pictures were donated by John Ryan.

69



These pictures were donated by Joyce Savoie.

70



These pictures were donated by Joe Schouest.

71



These pictures were donated by Joe Schouest.

72



These pictures were donated by Joe Schouest.

73



These pictures were donated by Joe Schouest.

74





These pictures were donated by Joe Schouest.

76



These pictures were donated by Joe Schouest.

77



These pictures were donated by Joe Schouest.

78



These pictures were donated by Joe Schouest.

79



These pictures were donated by Jerry Shea.

80



These pictures were donated by Jerry Shea.

81



These pictures were donated by Robert Shivers.

82



These pictures were donated by Robert Shivers.

83



These pictures were donated by Roy Smith.

84



These pictures were donated by Roy Smith.

85



These pictures were donated by Merrill Sr.and Merrill Jr. Utley.

86





These pictures were donated by Laurie Vining.

88



These pictures were donated by Peggy Wurzlow.

89
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3. LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 
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Name Photo Description 
Photo 
Date File Name(s) of Interview(s) Interview Number(s) 

Angel, T01 Weekly Reader cover photo 1977 Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 
Angel, T02 Weekly Reader article, "Deep Sea Diving" 1977 Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 
Angel, T03 Submarine being lowered into the water   Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 
Angel, T04 Submarine on deck   Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 
Angel, T05 Submarine being lowered into the water   Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 

Angel, T06 
Dixie Roto magazine cover, bottom 1/2, from the article "The 
Depth Frontier" from the Times-Picayune  1974 Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 

Angel, T07 
Dixie Roto magazine cover, top 1/2, from the article "The Depth 
Frontier" from the Times-Picayune  1974 Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 

Angel, T08 Color photo of diver welding from 600' dive 1967 Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 

Angel, T09 
Cover of brochure from Santa Fe Engineering and Construction 
Co.  1978 Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 

Angel, T10 
Page #5 of the brochure from Santa Fe Engineering and 
Construction Co. 1978 Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 

Angel, T11 Christening of new system - RCV 25   Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 
Angel, T12 Christening of new system - RCV 25   Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 

Angel, T13 
Cover of program for 4th Annual Diving Safety Symposium, 
Morgan City, LA 1974 Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 

Angel, T14 Man spot welding pipe on boat 1984 Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 
Angel, T15 Santa Fe Underwater Services R&D facility - Houma, LA   Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 

Angel, T16 

Association forDiving Contractors Board of Directors; (back row, 
l to r) Skinny Brown, Tom Angel, Johnny Johnson, Carl Helwig, 
not remembered; (front row, r to l) Jack Lamb who is deceased 
now, Bill Dore, Don Terry, Ken Wallace, and Buck Humphrey   Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 

Angel, T18 Tom Angel exiting chamber after 600' dive 1967 Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 
Angel, T19 Four men in front of the diving chamber   Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 
Angel, T20 Three men standing on top of platform above diving chamber   Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 
Angel, T21 Man talking into radio   Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 
Angel, T22 Two men sitting inside the diving chamber   Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 
Angel, T23 Diving bell off barge   Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 
Angel, T24 Tom Angel's emblem on the side of his truck   Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 
Angel, T25 Crane and diving stage   Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 
Angel, T26 Diving suit, hot water   Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 
Angel, T27 Tom Angel with diving suit   Angel, Tom 11-11-02, 11-21-02p DA067, DA078p 
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Name Photo Description 
Photo 
Date File Name(s) of Interview(s) Interview Number(s) 

Barrett, H02 
Cement barge, a converted LCT, landing craft tank, from World 
War II.   Barrett, Herbert 1-22-02, 1-28-02p EB028, EB055p 
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Name Photo Description 
Photo 
Date File Name(s) of Interview(s) Interview Number(s) 

Bernard, M01 Street in Golden Meadow showing Hanley Drug 1940s Bernard, Melvin 7-22-01, 7-21-03 TM006, DA107 
Boudreaux, 
M01 

Moye rollerskating in front yard of home along an inland 
waterway.   

Boudreaux, Moye 10-02-01, 1-15-
02 

DA014p. DA023, 
AG050p 

Boudreaux, 
M02 

Moye’s father, and friends at the camp housing, Venice, LA. Left 
to right, unnamed person, Roy Gafford, Fred Calloway, Moye’s 
dad, Fred Penney, and Frank Eggleston.   

Boudreaux, Moye 10-02-01, 1-15-
02 

DA014p. DA023, 
AG050p 

Boudreaux, 
M03 

Moye, her mother and friends living in the Tidewater Oil camp, 
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Name Photo Description 
Photo 
Date File Name(s) of Interview(s) Interview Number(s) 

Broussard, J01 Hydraulic workover unit   Broussard, James 10-02, 12-02-02 NC001, DA079p 
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Name Photo Description 
Photo 
Date File Name(s) of Interview(s) Interview Number(s) 

Broussard, J30 
Drilling rig and crane on jackup rig in Vermillion, after well 
caught on fire and caused collapse 1977 Broussard, James 10-02, 12-02-02 NC001, DA079p 

Broussard, J31 
Drilling rig and crane on jackup rig in Vermillion, after well 
caught on fire and caused collapse 1977 Broussard, James 10-02, 12-02-02 NC001, DA079p 

Broussard, J32 Trying to pull wireline tool out   Broussard, James 10-02, 12-02-02 NC001, DA079p 
Broussard, J33 Diamond drill bit and core gun   Broussard, James 10-02, 12-02-02 NC001, DA079p 
Broussard, J34 Diamond drill bit and core
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Name Photo Description 
Photo 
Date File Name(s) of Interview(s) Interview Number(s) 

Christ, C02 
Air Force T-28 - North American manufactured in CA; CJ Christ 
in first class of aviation cadets to fly the plane 

fall 
1950 Christ, CJ 3-18-03, 1-19-05 JS020, DA132p 

Christ, C03 

Cessna 180 Float plane; no wheels, flown for Magcobar; at Geist 
Seaplane Base on Pecan St. in Houma; this plane revolutionized 
oilfield flying, could carry 3 people, pilot, fuel, and more 1966-67 Christ, CJ 3-18-03, 1-19-05 JS020, DA132p 

Christ, C04 P-51 (F-51) the Mustang   Christ, CJ 3-18-03, 1-19-05 JS020, DA132p 

Christ, C05 
Calcasieu Springs, building bog log structure, horizontal 
reinforcement of vertical poles 8/14/48 Christ, CJ 3-18-03, 1-19-05 JS020, DA132p 

Christ, C06 
Calcasieu Springs, building bog log structure, horizontal 
reinforcement of vertical poles; CJ Christ in sunglasses 8/14/48 Christ, CJ 3-18-03, 1-19-05 JS020, DA132p 

Christ, C07 

Magcobar Managers' Meeting - CJ Christ last on right, seated; 
Homer Grant, last on right standing; Frank Ford, third from left 
standing   Christ, CJ 3-18-03, 1-19-05 JS020, DA132p 

Christ, C08 
CJ Christ in Air Force at Guam, serving in Marianas Islands of 
Pacific   Christ, CJ 3-18-03, 1-19-05 JS020, DA132p 

Christ, C09 CJ Christ at school after returned from Air Force   Christ, CJ 3-18-03, 1-19-05 JS020, DA132p 

Christ, C10 

Cessna 180, flown by Lamar Nicholls; CJ Christ was supposed to 
fly but Lamar took the plane to take customer to a drilling rig; lost 
an engine, blade went through right float 1961-62 Christ, CJ 3-18-03, 1-19-05 JS020, DA132p 

Christ, C11 
Missing engine of Cessna 180 (see Christ, C10); recovered from 
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Name Photo Description 
Photo 
Date File Name(s) of Interview(s) Interview Number(s) 

Christ, C17 
early SCUBA gear; homemade bottle on left, early Cousteau 
aqualung on right   Christ, CJ 3-18-03, 1-19-05 JS020, DA132p 

Christ, C18 
CJ Christ, far right, COMAR crew supply boat, putting guys in 
personnel basket to transport them to the rig 1991 Christ, CJ 3-18-03, 1-19-05 JS020, DA132p 

Christ, C19 
guys ready to be lifted to the rig in personnel basket; CJ Christ 
signaling to the rig to lift them up 1991 Christ, CJ 3-18-03, 1-19-05 JS020, DA132p 

Christ, C20 Diver coming up with red snapper   Christ, CJ 3-18-03, 1-19-05 JS020, DA132p 

Christ, C21 
CJ Christ shown after his squadron won the Strategic Air 
Command bobbing competition 1953 Christ, CJ 3-18-03, 1-19-05 JS020, DA132p 

Cockerham, 
B01 

Bob and sister Margaret on wooden derrick in Odessa, Texas; 
Bob's daddy worked for Texaco/Gulf in Odessa   

Cockerham, Joyce and Justilliens 
7-29-03, 7-30-03 DA119 

Cockerham, 
B02 

Wooden derricks in Odessa, TX, Bob Cockerham on derrick on 
left; was roustabout before going into WWII   

Cockerham, Joyce and Justilliens 
7-29-03, 7-30-03 DA119 

Cockerham, 
B03 Bob's filling station, Billup   

Cockerham, Joyce and Justilliens 
7-29-03, 7-30-03 DA119 

Cockerham, 
B04 Bob on a shrimpboat - photo: The Fox Co., San Antonio, TX 5/1/48 

Cockerham, Joyce and Justilliens 
7-29-03, 7-30-03 DA119 

Cockerham, 
B05 Bob and Joyce's trawler they lived in after they were married 1943 

Cockerham, Joyce and Justilliens 
7-29-03, 7-30-03 DA119 

Cockerham, 
B06 Bob on a rig   

Cockerham, Joyce and Justilliens 
7-29-03, 7-30-03 DA119 

Cockerham, 
B07 

Early rig on pilings, living quarters in view; photo: The Fox Co., 
San Antonio, TX 5/1/48 

Cockerham, Joyce and Justilliens 
7-29-03, 7-30-03 DA119 

Cockerham, 
B08 Bob with fish caught offshore (r); using crane on rig   

Cockerham, Joyce and Justilliens 
7-29-03, 7-30-03 DA119 

Cockerham, 
B09 Fish being hauled up with crane (blurred)   

Cockerham, Joyce and Justilliens 
7-29-03, 7-30-03 DA119 

Cockerham, 
B10 Old workboat converted from a shrimpboat   

Cockerham, Joyce and Justilliens 
7-29-03, 7-30-03 DA119 

Cockerham, 
B11 Two old workboats   

Cockerham, Joyce and Justilliens 
7-29-03, 7-30-03 DA119 

Cockerham, 
B12 Old boat - photo: The Fox Co., San Antonio, TX 5/1/48 

Cockerham, Joyce and Justilliens 
7-29-03, 7-30-03 DA119 

Cockerham, 
B13 Boat pulled up at the bank, possible fuel loading dock?   

Cockerham, Joyce and Justilliens 
7-29-03, 7-30-03 DA119 
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Name Photo Description 
Photo 
Date File Name(s) of Interview(s) Interview Number(s) 

Cockerham, 
B14 

Pre-WWII survey crew; lower left, Lawrence Joseph Thibodeaux, 
Sr. 

late 30s, 
early40s 

Cockerham, Joyce and Justilliens 
7-29-03, 7-30-03 DA119 

Cockerham, 
B15 Front of postcard showing early drilling rig   

Cockerham, Joyce and Justilliens 
7-29-03, 7-30-03 DA119 

Cockerham, 
B16 Back of postcard announcing Red Adair visit   

Cockerham, Joyce and Justilliens 
7-29-03, 7-30-03 DA119 

Cockerham, 
B17 
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Name Photo Description 
Photo 
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Name Photo Description 
Photo 
Date File Name(s) of Interview(s) Interview Number(s) 



 

 

105

Name Photo Description 
Photo 
Date File Name(s) of Interview(s) Interview Number(s) 

Cunningham, 
J06 

Ben Champion, who was boat captain for Jerry Cunningham's 
dad, steering the minesweeper/exploration boat.  1950's 

Cunningham, Jerry 6-08-01, 1-11-
02, 1-14-02 

AG028, AG045p, 
AG049 

Cunningham, 
J07 Loading supplies to go offshore. 1950's 

Cunningham, Jerry 6-08-01, 1-11-
02, 1-14-02 

AG028, AG045p, 
AG049 

Cunningham, 
J08 

Photos of John Ryan from Patterson, shown to Jerry Cunningham. 
A motorboat with a Pontiac car motor used to take materials out 
to the houseboat. 1930's 

Cunningham, Jerry 6-08-01, 1-11-
02, 1-14-02 

AG028, AG045p, 
AG049 

Cunningham, 
J09 One of the boats used for inshore gravity work.  1930's 

Cunningham, Jerry 6-08-01, 1-11-
02, 1-14-02 

AG028, AG045p, 
AG049 

Cunningham, 
J10 Speedboat used to carry supplies out to the houseboat 1930's 

Cunningham, Jerry 6-08-01, 1-11-
02, 1-14-02 

AG028, AG045p, 
AG049 

Cunningham, 
J11 

A.B. Cunningham, Jerry's dad, 24 years old, in the swamps doing 
seismograph work, Blind River, LA.  1935 

Cunningham, Jerry 6-08-01, 1-11-
02, 1-14-02 

AG028, AG045p, 
AG049 

Cunningham, 
J12 

Crew house boat on the coastal canal on White Lake, LA, built on 
a cyprus barge, before steel barges. Galley and crew chief's 
quarters, office and meeting room downstairs, sleeping quarters 
upstairs.  1936 

Cunningham, Jerry 6-08-01, 1-11-
02, 1-14-02 

AG028, AG045p, 
AG049 

Cunningham, 
J13 The houseboat, pulled with a tugboat to other locations. 1935 

Cunningham, Jerry 6-08-01, 1-11-
02, 1-14-02 

AG028, AG045p, 
AG049 

Cunningham, 
J14 The houseboat where crews worked 7 and 7.  1935 

Cunningham, Jerry 6-08-01, 1-11-
02, 1-14-02 

AG028, AG045p, 
AG049 

Cunningham, 
J15 

AB Cunningham, center, onsite supervisor for an exploration 
crew. 1935 

Cunningham, Jerry 6-08-01, 1-11-
02, 1-14-02 

AG028, AG045p, 
AG049 
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Name Photo Description 
Photo 
Date File Name(s) of Interview(s) Interview Number(s) 

J22 02, 1-14-02 AG049 
Cunningham, 
J23 
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Name Photo Description 
Photo 
Date File Name(s) of Interview(s) Interview Number(s) 

Curole, B03 

Gracien Curole standing on board walks on his propoerty in 
Golden Meadow on the Hwy 308 side; moved to Cut Off in 1942; 
tanks put up in 1940; two oil wells were put in the back and two 
in the front of the property, almost on the houses; had to move the 
house 1939-40 Curole, Bernice 1-21-02 DA026p 

Curole, B04 

Well blowout on Hwy 1, close to the high school in Golden 
Meadow; families had to leave -water in roof cisterns was 
contaminated; no compensation from oil companies 1939-40 Curole, Bernice 1-21-02 DA026p 

Daspit, W01 Helmet made by Walt Daspit   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W02 Helmet made by Walt Daspit, worn by Walt   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W03 Helmet made by Walt Daspit, worn by Walt   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W04 Helmet made by Walt Daspit, worn by Walt's son   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W05 McDermott Barge - Walt Daspit in white t-shirt as stand-by diver   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W06 Walt Daspit working underwater in the GOM   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W07 Walt Daspit working underwater in the GOM   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W08 Walt Daspit working underwater in the GOM   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W09 Walt Daspit working underwater in the GOM   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W10 Walt Daspit working underwater in the GOM, note blue jeans   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W11 Diving bell descending   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W12 Walt Daspit's partner in unit when first used   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W13 Walt Daspit, Bob Nock, Ham Martin, Jim Grandstrom   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W14 Dressing Walt Daspit (diver) on barge recovery   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 
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Daspit, W15 
Dressing Walt Daspit (diver) on barge recovery - handing over 
helmet   

Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W16 Dressing Walt Daspit (diver) on barge recovery - closeup   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W17 Dressing Walt Daspit (diver) on barge recovery - closeup   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W18 McDermott Barge    
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W19 Area on which clamps will be attached   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W20 Clamps on legs   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W21 Closeup of clamps on legs   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W22 
Beginning of barge turnover - bottom of barge, note keyhole 
through which divers entered water   

Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W23 Barge turnover   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W24 Barge turnover   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W25 Barge turnover   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W26 Barge turnover   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W27 Barge turnover, closeup of net around helipad   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W28 Barge turnover, helipad on right side of photo   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W29  Barge turnover, topside coming into view   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W30 Barge turnover, helipad on right side of photo   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W31 Barge turnover, closeup of barge on deck   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W32 Barge turnover, topside coming into view   
Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16-
02 

DA039,DA044p, 
DA048 

Daspit, W33 Barge turnover, closeup of topside   Daspit, Walter 3-14-02, 7-10 & 16- DA039,DA044p, 
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Fackler, D02 Ocean Systems bell used for bounce dives 1968 Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 

Fackler, D03 
Diving bell that had been lowered about 80 feet on a drilling 
vessel   Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 

Fackler, D04 
Artist's conception of Hot Tap Tillie, diving bell, and dry welding 
habitat   Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 

Fackler, D05 Artist's conception of a subsea habitat - not realistic   Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 

Fackler, D06 
Ocean Systems diving bell used for bounce dives, prior to being 
plumbed   Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 

Fackler, D07 
Diving bell, decompression chamber and winch on a drill ship, 
will lower electrical equipment and air and gas hoses   Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 

Fackler, D08 Vessel sinking, sank in 24 hours 1971 Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 

Fackler, D09 
Salvaging the sinking vessel; Lieutenant Commander 
Bartholomew  1971 Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 

Fackler, D10 Teledyne's barge on the salvage job 1971 Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 
Fackler, D11 Crane of the Teledyne barge 1971 Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 
Fackler, D12 Debris removed from the salvaged vessel 1971 Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 
Fackler, D13 Debris removed from the salvaged vessel   Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 
Fackler, D14 Exploding vessel during salvage job   Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 
Fackler, D15 Vessel on bottom, only stacks showing   Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 
Fackler, D16 Divers on stage off side of barge   Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 
Fackler, D17 Reviewing plans on a job, Fackler on right 1974 Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 
Fackler, D18 Divers in heavy gear   Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 
Fackler, D19 Diver in heavy gear in cage to be lowered, brought up   Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 
Fackler, D20 Scuba divers from Ocean Systems' west coast office 1964 Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 
Fackler, D21 Divers at reunion in Bush, Louisiana 1999 Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 
Fackler, D22 Cover of Miller Diving Equipment catalog   Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 

Fackler, D23 
Materials barge transporting jacket to South Pass Block 62 - from 
magazine   Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 

Fackler, D24 
Two of Shell's giant platforms under construction at McDermott 
yard - from magazine   Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 

Fackler, D25 Ocean Systems office   Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 
Fackler, D26 Coastal School of Deep Sea Diving - Dale Fackler out front   Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 





 

 

112

Name Photo Description 
Photo 
Date File Name(s) of Interview(s) Interview Number(s) 

Fackler, D59 Standing on stage off barge   Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 
Fackler, D60 Divers and tenders in front of cage; Dale Facker second from left   Fackler, Dale 11-18-02, 12-04-02 DA074, DA080p 
Fanguy, P01 A mobile crane handling pipe casing. 1958 Fanguy, Phillip 3-25-02, 4-10-02 EB045, EB054p 

Fanguy, P02 

The first wench built by a southern machine in Houma - used for 
towing operations in Africa; one of the first offshore boats built, 
to work in Africa 1970 Fanguy, Phillip 3-25-02, 4-10-02 EB045, EB054p 

Fanguy, P03 Crane lifting wench off of truck to set on the deck of the boat. 1970 Fanguy, Phillip 3-25-02, 4-10-02 EB045, EB054p 

Fanguy, P04 
Crane has lifted wench off of truck and is placing it on the boat 
deck. 1970 Fanguy, Phillip 3-25-02, 4-10-02 EB045, EB054p 

Fanguy, P06 
Pipe being loaded manually from pipe racks onto a truck; black 
man in photo is supervisor, one of the first in his field. 1958 Fanguy, Phillip 3-25-02, 4-10-02 EB045, EB054p 

Fanguy, P07 
Supervisor standing in front of the columns that supported the old 
lift hanger. 1958 Fanguy, Phillip 3-25-02, 4-10-02 EB045, EB054p 

Fanguy, P08 
The first marsh buggy built by the Cheramie brothers in Golden 
Meadow, LA. 1960's Fanguy, Phillip 3-25-02, 4-10-02 EB045, EB054p 

Galletti, M01 
Hydraulic unit design on J & J Machine and Welding brochure 
sheet   Galletti, Mary Ann 7-26-02 DA057 

Galletti, M02 Sketch of hydraulic unit   Galletti, Mary Ann 7-26-02 DA057 
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George, P07 
Phillip George receiving a plaque for eight year
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Grubbs, W34 Tender preparing Whitey Grubbs for dive   Grubbs, Whitey 3-20-02, 9-30-02 DA043, DA061p 
Grubbs, W35 Whitey Grubbs and another diver preparing for dive   Grubbs, Whitey 3-20-02, 9-30-02 DA043, DA061p 
Grubbs, W36 Divers on stage entering water for dive   Grubbs, Whitey 3-20-02, 9-30-02 DA043, DA061p 
Grubbs, W37 Divers on stage being lowered for dive   Grubbs, Whitey 3-20-02, 9-30-02 DA043, DA061p 
Grubbs, W38 Tender on deck   Grubbs, Whitey 3-20-02, 9-30-02 DA043, DA061p 

Guidry, D01 

Clarence Cheramie (l) with company many at site of Golden 
Meadow blowout; blowout occurred off the Texas Company 
Canal; neighbors couldn't put their wash on the line for months 
afterward because the airborne droplets continued to fall and coat 
everything 

1937-
1938 Guidry, Dick 10-04-01 DA018 

Guidry, D02 
Another blowout in Golden Meadow; no blowout preventers at 
the time so result was an open fire 

1937-
1938 Guidry, Dick 10-04-01 DA018 

Guidry, D03 

Truck belonging to L.E. Daviet Lumber Co. in Larose carrying 
mud and cement for early oil drilling operations in Golden 
Meadow; at the time all muc and cember were bought from the 
lumber companies; Daviet made a fortune at the time 

1937-
1938 Guidry, Dick 10-04-01 DA018 

Guidry, D04 Golden Meadow with oil rigs in the background 
1937-
1938 Guidry, Dick 10-04-01 DA018 
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Henderson, 
D01 

Caleb Henderson recognized in McDermott news for 15 years of 
service   
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platform. 

Hynson, T02 Dressed in deepsea diving gear. 1960's Hynson, Tom 10-09-02  DA065 
Hynson, T03 Entering the water on a salvage dive. 1960's Hynson, Tom 10-09-02  DA065 
Hynson, T04 Dressed ready for a salvage dive. 1960's Hynson, Tom 10-09-02  DA065 
Hynson, T05 Dressed to work on deep-sea salvage. 1960's Hynson, Tom 10-09-02  DA065 

Hynson, T06 
Salvage from a burned derrick barge from 1961 with Tom 
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McCully, J17 
A view of the derrick collapsed in the foreground with the drill 
pipe blowing gas behind it.  1959-60 McCully, Jack 1-18-02, 1-19-02 AG056, EB025p 

McCully, J18 
Rig 20, a barge rig, with the big travelling block pulling pipe out 
of the ground. 1958-59 McCully, Jack 1-18-02, 1-19-02 AG056, EB025p 

McCully, J19 
Walkway from the quarters to the rig. The gas goes through three 
compression cylinders to cool the gas down. 1973 McCully, Jack 1-18-02, 1-19-02 AG056, EB025p 

McCully, J20 Rig with high waves   McCully, Jack 1-18-02, 1-19-02 AG056, EB025p 

McCully, J21 
Shell rig that burned for two to three months at Fourchon. The 
surrounding rigs are directional drilling to kill the burning well.   McCully, Jack 1-18-02, 1-19-02 AG056, EB025p 

McCully, J22 
A view of the same rig burning at night, with the oil slick visible 
in the foreground.   McCully, Jack 1-18-02, 1-19-02 AG056, EB025p 

McCully, J23 
Jack used to fish off the rig after work, shown with a fellow 
employee, Emmett Robinson.   McCully, Jack 1-18-02, 1-19-02 AG056, EB025p 

McCully, J24 
Rig 30, in Texas, blew up sending the boiler into this car, owned 
by the driller, Ben Hebert. No-one was hurt in the explosion.   McCully, Jack 1-18-02, 1-19-02 AG056, EB025p 

Michel, D01 

Ad for Theriot Tugs. When they were transporting Cajun 
technology from the Gulf of Mexico to the North Sea; one of the 
tugs that was towing barge Drew Michel was on   Michel, Drew 7-26-02 DA056 

Michel, D02 

On derrick barge, working for O
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Michel, D08 
Drew Michel rigging TV camera on pan and tilt unit to document 
deep dive 

summer 
1967 Michel, Drew 7-26-02 DA056 

Michel, D09 

Swedish professor and his three female students; lived in house 
behind them to keep them away from the divers; put ekg probes 
on divers' heads 

summer 
1967 Michel, Drew 7-26-02 DA056 

Michel, D10 
James Smith (Smitty) taking 16mm movies from the boom of the 
crane 

summer 
1967 Michel, Drew 7-26-02 DA056 

Michel, D11 vessel used for deep dive 
summer 
1967 Michel, Drew 7-26-02 DA056 

Michel, D12 

The Cargill Salt Mine - used divers to recover bodies after fire, 
men died of CO asphyxiation; (l to r back row) Bob Kutzleb 
(general manager of Ocean Systems, Inc.), Dale Fackler (diver), 
Drew Michel (electronics), Don Terry (diver), Glen Taylor (diver; 
sitting on right); (l to r front row) ?, ?, Art Pagett 

early 
1968 Michel, Drew 7-26-02 DA056 

Michel, D13 

Pipeline had been laid in the North Sea, still had no product in it; 
German supply boat dropped anchor and crushed it; Taylor 
Diving sent over in winter to repair; ran vertical pipe off side of 
barge, dropped steam hose to heat water for divers to pass to and 
from underwater welding habitat; divers would do decompression 
stops in pipe in warm water 12/1/68 Michel, Drew 7-26-02 DA056 

Michel, D14 
Pipe used on job (see photo 13); markings on pipe indicate water 
depths 12/1/68 Michel, Drew 7-26-02 DA056 

Michel, D15 

George Morrisey (l, back to camera), Drew Michel in North Sea 
on repair job; entire senior management of Taylor Diving went on 
job 12/1/68 Michel, Drew 7-26-02 DA056 

Michel, D16 Getting ready for repair job in the North Sea 12/1/68 Michel, Drew 7-26-02 DA056 

Michel, D17 
Just a moment of misery; Drew Michel on deck of barge in North 
Sea in winter 12/1/68 Michel, Drew 7-26-02 DA056 

Michel, D18 
Taylor Diving in North Sea; had to put sandbags around pipe; 
used another pipe to drop sandbags down to divers 12/1/68 Michel, Drew 7-26-02 DA056 

Michel, D19 
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Michel, D21 
Brown and Root's Hercules, a derrick barge used to complete 
pipeline repair in North Sea 12/1/68 Michel, Drew 7-26-02 DA056 

Michel, D22 Drew Michel on North Sea job 12/1/68 Michel, Drew 7-26-02 DA056 

Michel, D23 Pipe going into the water to provide heated passage for divers 12/1/68 Michel, Drew 7-26-02 DA056 

Michel, D24 On deck getting ready to dive on North Sea job 12/1/68 Michel, Drew 7-26-02 DA056 

Michel, D25 Main crane on the Hercules, Brown and Root derrick barge 12/1/68 Michel, Drew 7-26-02 DA056 

Michel, D26 
Dive station; wooden boxes contain PDC radio designed in Peggy 
and Drew Michel's spare bedroom 12/1/68 Michel, Drew 7-26-02 DA056 

Michel, D27 Workboat coming out of Rotterdam Harbor going out to the barge 12/1/68 Michel, Drew 7-26-02 DA056 

Michel, D28 
(l to r) Helium unscrambler, recording oxygen levels, TV 
monitors on barge in North Sea job 12/1/68 Michel, Drew 7-26-02 DA056 

Michel, D29 
Sunset over the North Sea - "everybody takes pictures of the 
sunset" 12/1/68 Michel, Drew 7-26-02 DA056 
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MillerLy28 Valves for pumping from tank to tank 
Summer 
1975 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy29 Engine room of Indian Seal, generator 
Summer 
1975 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy30 Engine room of Indian Seal; looking back toward main engines 
Summer 
1975 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy31 Engine room of Indian Seal; piping and gear box 
Summer 
1975 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 
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MillerLy61 Leg of Mr. Gus Fall 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 
MillerLy62 Roustabout on Pacific Seal sent down from rig to help Fall 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 
MillerLy63 Two guys on deck of the Pacific Seal Fall 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 
MillerLy64 Pacific Seal backed up too close to the Mr. Gus Fall 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 
MillerLy65 Roustabouts from the rig on the boat deck Fall 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy66 
Diver going in the water from the Pacific Seal to check out the leg 
of the Mr. Gus Fall 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy67 Diver going in the water from the Pacific Seal Fall 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 
MillerLy68 Diver coming out of the water, tender helping Fall 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 
MillerLy69 Diver coming out of the water, tender and other person helping Fall 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy70 Marlin rig with Laterno legs; diver in water on rope 
Mar. 
1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy71 Marlin rig with Laterno legs; diver in water on rope 
Mar. 
1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 
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MillerLy82 Diving bell being locked onto sat chamber on Pacific Seal 
Summer 
1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy83 
Diving bell being locked onto sat chamber on Pacific Seal; 
4ic Seal; 
4ic Seal; 
4ic Seal; 
4ic Seal; 
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MillerLy98 View of Pacific Seal from above 
Summer 
1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 
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MillerLy115 Rig with storm coming in, Gulf of Mexico Feb 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy116 
Rig with storm coming in, Gulf of Mexico; seas 12-15 feet 
breaking over pilothouse Feb 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy117 Rig with storm coming in, Gulf of Mexico Feb 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 
MillerLy118 Rig with storm coming in, Gulf of Mexico Feb 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy119 
Rig with storm coming in, Gulf of Mexico; photo was on the 
cover of Offshore Magazine Feb 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy120 Platform in Gulf of Mexico with sun setting 
Aug. 
1972 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy121 Mr. Gus platform in Gulf of Mexico with sun setting 
May 
1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy122 Mr. Gus platform in Gulf of Mexico with sun setting 
May 
1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy123 Platform in Gulf of Mexico with sun setting Mar 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy124 
Platform in Gulf of Mexico with sun setting - Baxter IV or Mr. 
Arthur Mar 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy125 
Platform in Gulf of Mexico with sun setting - Baxter IV or Mr. 
Arthur Mar 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy126 Pacific Seal in Pier 41 in Galveston 
Summer 
1972 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy127 Pacific Seal in Pier 41 in Galveston 
Summer 
1972 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy128 Mr. Arthur with Pacific Seal alongside off Louisiana coast Mar 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 
MillerLy129 Mr. Arthur with Pacific Seal alongside off Louisiana coast Mar 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 
MillerLy130 Loading from Mr. Arthur onto crewboat Mar 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy131 
Roustabout coming down from platform in personnel basket to 
help unload boat Mar 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy132 Platform legs Mar 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 
MillerLy133 Guys in personnel basket in rough water Mar 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 
MillerLy134 Guys in personnel basket in rough water Mar 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 
MillerLy135 Roustabout from rig helping offload workboat Mar 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 
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MillerLy139 Crewboat at crew change, lowering worker in personnel basket Mar 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy140 
Pacific Seal going into Dulac; almost sunk because load too 
heavy Mar 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy141 Lower Terrebonne Parish Mar 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 
MillerLy142 Crewboat going into Dulac Mar 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 
MillerLy143 Shrimpboat near Dulac Mar 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 
MillerLy144 Mr. Gus platform in the Gulf of Mexico Mar 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy145 Dog (Tasha) on boat 
Aug. 
1972 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy146 Dog watching kitten eat Mar 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 
MillerLy147 Deckhand feeding fish head to kitten Mar 1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 

MillerLy148 Two workboats 
Sept. 
1973 Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 
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MillerLy164 Captain Tasha (dog) on Pacific Seal   Miller, Lynda 6-28-06, 6-29-06 DA141 
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Pipsair, C06 Pontoons on tilting Kerr McGee rig   Pipsair, Chester 1-22-05 DA136 
Pipsair, C07 Black and white photo showing pontoons on rig   Pipsair, Chester 1-22-05 DA136 
Pipsair, C08 Rig tipped in water   Pipsair, Chester 1-22-05 DA136 
Pipsair, C09 Coming along side the tipped rig with a derrick barge   Pipsair, Chester 1-22-05 DA136 
Pipsair, C10 Tipped rig from the low side   Pipsair, Chester 1-22-05 DA136 
Pipsair, C11 Tipped rig from the low side   Pipsair, Chester 1-22-05 DA136 

Pipsair, C12 
Roustabout crew;Blackie Pipsair fifth from right; Mayon to right 
of Blackie 1963 Pipsair, Chester 1-22-05 DA136 

Pipsair, C13 Blackie Pipsair taking a break on the rig 
1967 or 
1968 Pipsair, Chester 1-22-05 DA136 

Pipsair, C14 
Crew in Scotland when Kerr McGee Rig 46 went overseas; 
manager is the big guy in the middle   Pipsair, Chester 1-22-05 DA136 

Pipsair, C15 
Manager Jim Bawcom in a kilt; Blackie to his left; Kerr McGee 
crew in Scotland to repair rig   Pipsair, Chester 1-22-05 DA136 

Pipsair, C16 Rig mat at the surface for moving the rig; Kerr McGee Rig 63   Pipsair, Chester 1-22-05 DA136 
Pipsair, C17 Rig mat at the surface for moving the rig; Kerr McGee Rig 63   Pipsair, Chester 1-22-05 DA136 
Pipsair, C18 Kerr McGee Rig 63 loaded on a ship and being transported   Pipsair, Chester 1-22-05 DA136 
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Pipsair, C31 
Boat loading stabilizing column off Kerr McGee Rig 46; taken in 
Nigeria; tires to keep boats from bumping and to tie off boat   Pipsair, Chester 1-22-05 DA136 

Pipsair, C32 
Personnel basket rigging up to Kerr McGee Rig 54 to go to 
Trinidad; 300 foot rig   Pipsair, Chester 1-22-05 DA136 

Pipsair, C33 
American welders on Kerr McGee Rig 46 in Nigeria repairing 
cracks in pontoon; Blackie Pipsair on right inspecting welds   Pipsair, Chester 1-22-05 DA136 

Pipsair, C34 Crew in the galley   Pipsair, Chester 1-22-05 DA136 
Pipsair, C35 Rig crew   Pipsair, Chester 1-22-05 DA136 
Pipsair, C36 Kerr McGee rig crew with safety sign   Pipsair, Chester 1-22-05 DA136 
Pipsair, C37     Pipsair, Chester 1-22-05 DA136 
Pipsair, C38 Tidewater tug towing a rig   Pipsair, Chester 1-22-05 DA136 
Pipsair, C39 Kerr McGee rig that drilled the first well out of sight of land   Pipsair, Chester 1-22-05 DA136 
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Photo 
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Rhodes, P02 Roustabout crew.   Rhodes, Percy 1-24-03 JS007 
Rhodes, P03 Percy Rhodes with his uncle.   Rhodes, Percy 1-24-03 JS007 
Rhodes, P04 Work boat.   Rhodes, Percy 1-24-03 JS007 
Rhodes, P05 Percy Rhodes uncle at Caillon Island camp.   Rhodes, Percy 1-24-03 JS007 
Rhodes, P06 Tank battery Caillon.   Rhodes, Percy 1-24-03 JS007 
Rhodes, P07 Workboat, dock.   Rhodes, Percy 1-24-03 JS007 
Rhodes, P08 Tank battery.   Rhodes, Percy 1-24-03 JS007 
Rhodes, P09 Tank battery, workboat, "hot oil barge."   Rhodes, Percy 1-24-03 JS007 
Rhodes, P10 Tank battery.   Rhodes, Percy 1-24-03 JS007 
Rhodes, P11 Working around "christmas tree"-Caillon.   Rhodes, Percy 1-24-03 JS007 

Rogers, P01 
Pete Rogers, part of a torsion balance crew for Shell Oil 
exploration.   

Rogers, Pete 1-16-02, 1-16-02, 1-
5-05 

AG052 

Rogers, P02 

Bill Spasick and Pete Rogers wading through leeches and 
alligators in the marsh behind Lockport to set up the torsion 
balance instrument.   

Rogers, Pete 1-16-02, 1-16-02, 1-
5-05 

AG052 

Rogers, P03 
Seismology instruments set up in the marsh at Cocodrie – waiting 
for the results.   

Rogers, Pete 1-16-02, 1-16-02, 1-
5-05 

AG052 

Rogers, P04 A Model A Ford, modified as a marsh buggy.   
Rogers, Pete 1-16-02, 1-16-02, 1-
5-05 

AG052 

Rogers, P05 
Carrying seismology equipment through the lake, following a 
survey line.   

Rogers, Pete 1-16-02, 1-16-02, 1-
5-05 

AG052 
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Photo 
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Schouest, J01 
Diver Alan Anderson, in Antiqua, West Indies with a langoosta 
he caught.    

Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J02 
Alan Anderson, his wife Heather, Joe's wife Janie on Mark 
Banjavitch's boat "Estella" in New Orleans.    

Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J03 The Desco mask.    
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J04 
Closeup of the manifold where two or three divers could hook up 
to the same air compressor supply. 1965 

Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J05 The diving manifold air supply.  1965 
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J06 Closeup of the Desco mask.    
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J07 
Joe Schouest in the North Sea to remove a jacket and move a 
platform.    

Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J08 Preparing to remove a jacket leg from a platform skeleton.  1965 
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J09 
A tug approaching an offshore platform in the Gulf of Mexico, 
with a supply boat at the platform for a shift change.    

Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J10 
The jacket on which the platform is built, in the Gulf of Mexico. 
Those in the North Atlantic are much bigger.    

Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J100 Joe Schouest and Jim Trotter   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 
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Schouest, J107 
Joe with oral nasal mask, one for each person in case chamber 
loses gas   

Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J108 Nolte Theriot's boat; bringing the anchor in   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J109 
Ball with tug; when rough deckhand has to grab hold of ball up 
top   

Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 
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02 DA047p 

Schouest, J123 
Workers standing around, riser on deck, basket with guy in it; 
used to load tools they needed on the platform   

Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J124 Barge up next to platform in North Sea   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J125 
Up alongside platform against riser; diving ladder going down 
into water   

Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J126 
Drilling platform; every vertical pipe is a well where thy're 
drilling   

Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J127 
Tugboat; barge picked up buoy and anchor; tugboat getting ready 
to run it out   

Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J128 

Two Nolte Theriot tugboats; current strong; laying pipe on other 
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02 DA047p 

Schouest, J139 Diving in North Sea, suiting up 1967 
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J14 Joe Schouest sitting in the cab of a crane used for dredging.    
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J140 Diver entering water, North Sea 1967 
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J141 Diver entering water, North Sea 1967 
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J142 Diver entering water, North Sea 1967 
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J143 Diver entering water, North Sea 1967 
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J144 Diver covered with grease   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 
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Schouest, J154 
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Schouest, J168 
One of the guys had a heart attack, they sent helicopter out to get 
him but no landing; Barge 265, lowered the doctor down   

Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J169 
One of the guys had a heart attack, they sent helicopter out to get 
him but no landing; Barge 265, lowered the doctor down   

Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J17 
Diving compressor with air hoses running off of it, run at 250 lbs 
of pressure.    

Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J170 
One of the guys had a heart attack, they sent helicopter out to get 
him but no landing; Barge 265, lowered the doctor down   

Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J171 Going on the stretcher, hauling the guy out   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J172 Guy down on the deck ready to be picked up   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J173 
Called helicopter back in, going to pick up the guy on the 
stretcher   

Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J174 Picking up the guy on the stretcher   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J175 Picking up the doctor - in the North Sea, off the coast of England   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J176 Persian Gulf repairing lines   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J177 
Persian Gulf - water 50-60 feet deep, 15-20 foot seas; tanker went 
up, down, hit pipeline, buckled it   

Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J178 Persian Gulf - sent over to repair the buckle   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J179 
Barge had no housing, slept in trailers on top of a framwork they 
put together   

Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J18 Two Spanish cooks on the barge in the North Sea.    
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J180 Crew on deck   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J181 Willie slept out on deck, too hot in the rooms   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J182 Compressor with shelter overhead to get out of the sun   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J183 Compressor with shelter overhead to get out of the sun   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 
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Schouest, J184 Tender looking at his watch; Joe Schouest in the water   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J185 Ed Rivet, Joe's tender   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J186 North Sea, supply boat bringing pipes out to barge   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J187 Tugboat towing in a boat in trouble   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J188 Nolte Theriot tugs   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J189 Nolte Theriot tugs   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 
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Schouest, J200 Deck decompression chambers   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J201 

Light inside the chamber was supposed to have a glass dome and 
cage that screws over it to protect the light; iver had his sret 
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02 DA047p 



 

 

155

Name Photo Description 
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Schouest, J61 Close up of legs on platform in the North Sea   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J62 
Diver wearing Kirby Morgan KMB mask; holding down line; tied 
of to where dier will be working   

Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J63 
Diver fiting out, wearing a Desco maks; weight belt with probably 
40-50 lbs   

Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J64 Diver getting ready to dress out   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J65 
Ed Rivet - English diver, putting on Desco mask, used to be Joe 
Schouest's tender; became a Taylor diver   

Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J66 Ed with Ike Light; divers carried it   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J67 Ed getting ready to jump   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J68 Ed coming pu ladder, has light with him   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J69 Diver taking off weight belt   
Schouest, Joe 3-16-02, 7-11 & 15-
02 

DA041,DA045, 
DA047p 

Schouest, J70 

Repairing pipeline, buckle; cut it off at the bottom, wel65 
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Shivers, R18 In a cemetery on a gravel lease, fattening up cattle.  1920's Shivers, Robert 1-12-02, 1-12-02 AG047p, AG048 
Shivers, R19 Robert Shivers operating a water rig.  1960's Shivers, Robert 1-12-02, 1-12-02 AG047p, AG048 

Shivers, R20 
Robert Shivers was part owner of this company with three 
workboats. 1961 Shivers, Robert 1-12-02, 1-12-02 AG047p, AG048 

Shivers, R21 
Small house built for Joe Hendricks and his wife, who worked for 
the Shivers'. 1960's Shivers, Robert 1-12-02, 1-12-02 AG047p, AG048 

Shivers, R22 

Robert Shivers oldest son, with a PhD in mechanical engineering, 
standing in front of a Texaco platform he was repairing, Rangers, 
Texas.  1990's Shivers, Robert 1-12-02, 1-12-02 AG047p, AG048 

Shivers, R23 
A wooden derrick Robert Shivers made when he was 67 years 
old.  1996 Shivers, Robert 1-12-02, 1-12-02 AG047p, AG048 

Shivers, R24 
View from the water tower Robert Shivers' dad had a contract to 



 

 

159

Name Photo Description 
Photo 
Date File Name(s) of Interview(s) Interview Number(s) 

Smith, R09 Working on the salvage Salem Maritime   Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 
Smith, R10 Climbing down to inspect the hold on the damaged ship.    Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 
Smith, R11 Seas Engineering purchased two barges for salvage and repair.    Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 
Smith, R12 Pumping the water out of the salvaged barge.    Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 

Smith, R13 
Sometimes there's a fuel tank that could be filled with air for 
flotation.    Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 

Smith, R14  A side view of the salvaged barge.    Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 
Smith, R15 Roy Smith in diving gear salvaging pieces of the Salem Maritime.   Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 
Smith, R16 A sunk drydock with pumping air to raise it.   Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 
Smith, R17 Distant view of the dry dock being pumped to the surface.   Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 
Smith, R18 The dry dock rising to the surface.    Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 

Smith, R19 
Two barges in the foreground that were salvaged after exploding 
and sinking.   Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 

Smith, R20 
A Halliburton boat that sunk next to the rig, being pumped full of 
air to rise.   Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 

Smith, R21 The Halliburton boat being turned upright for towing.    Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 
Smith, R22 Halliburton boat that sank, being floated for salvage.    Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 
Smith, R23 A salvage workboat for Halliburton.   Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 
Smith, R24 Salvage pontoons made from discarded chemical tanks.   Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 
Smith, R25 Diver and tender on board the Halliburton salvage workboat.    Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 

Smith, R26 
Platform in the background with Humble crew boat. Roy Smith 
was captain.   Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 

Smith, R27 
An 80 ft workboat Roy Smith was captain and diver, salvage 
master.    Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 

Smith, R28 Steel oil rig platform.   Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 
Smith, R29  Spear fishing offshore using boats and lines.    Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 
Smith, R30 Weighing the fish caught offshore.   Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 
Smith, R31 A 350 lb fish caught off an oil derrick.    Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 
Smith, R32 Diver with fish caught off an oil rig.    Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 

Smith, R33 
Diver Roy Smith receiving a check from the AcuDandy 
magazine.    Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 

Smith, R34 

Roy Smith (in wheelchair), Joe Sanford (on right) in Washington 
with Anita Fabre (left) at event for the President's Committee for 
the Handicapped   Smith, Roy 10-10-02 DA066 
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Utley, M01 Interior - land mud logging unit   Utley, Merrill and Merrill 1-24-05 JLS06 
Utley, M02 Interior - land mud logging unit   Utley, Merrill and Merrill 1-24-05 JLS06 
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Gift of Photographs 
 

For the Project History of the Offshore Oil and Gas Industry and its Effects on Louisiana 
(Hereafter the History Project) 

 
The History project has received from: 
 
Donor’s name: _____________________________________________ 
 
 
Address:  __________________________________________________ 
 
 
      __________________________________________________ 
 
 



 

The Department also has a major responsibility for American Indian reservation communities 
and for people who live in island territories under U.S. administration. 
 
 
 
The Minerals Management Service Mission 
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