
 
 
 

The Development of Rule Governed Pro-Social Behavior in Young Children 
 

The purpose of this study is to examine the process by which young children develop rule-governed 
behavior. We are specifically applying the procedures to helping behavior. 
 
Participants: 
We hope to recruit 4-6 participants initially ages 3-5 years. 
 
Time commitment: 
Participants will meet with experimenters as part of this protocol and the joined study for approximately 
15 minutes per session. We hope to conduct sessions daily to several times per week for approximately 
4-6 weeks. 
 
Design: 
The experiment will be conducted 

believe the children they observe “should do”. 
 
Procedures: 

• Preference Assessment: 


