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I. WELCOME 

 
Welcome to the LSU School of Theatre. We look forward to facilitating your graduate education and 
assisting you in your transition to the professional world.   
 
This handbook includes resources, policies, guidelines, deadlines, and helpful hints to assist you in the 
completion of your graduate degree. Additional important information is available on LSU’s Pinkie Lane 
Graduate School webpage and in the LSU Graduate School Handbook.   
 
You are responsible for the completion of your degree. Becoming thoroughly familiar with the 
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II. VISION AND MISSION STATEMENTS 

 
On August 26, 1998, the Board of Regents of the State of Louisiana approved the creation of the College 
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III. ACCESS AND ENGAGEMENT  

 
 
 
 

Access and engagement are core values of the LSU College of Music & Dramatic Arts. We strive to build 
and sustain a community honoring the experience, perspectives, and unique identities of our students, 
faculty, staff, guest artists, and audiences. We embrace the collaborative nature of our work and our 
world, and celebrate the rich perspectives we attain in a community with one another. We are committed 
to an ongoing evaluation of policies, practices, and curriculum to eliminate access barriers for all of our 
staff, students, and faculty, and pursue excellence in ways that make all members of our community feel 
welcomed and engaged. 

(https://lsu.edu/cmda/access/index.php) 

 
 
 
 
The School of Theatre strives to welcome and celebrate the wholeness of its members. As a member of 
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V. ACADEMICS 

 
 
 
 
The following are select policies excerpted from the LSU General Catalog. For complete updated 
information please, refer to the catalog which is the source of all academic policies and procedures. 
 
GRADUATE CREDIT 

A student may receive graduate credit only for courses taught by members of the graduate faculty or other 
persons approved in advance by the Vice Provost & Dean of the Graduate School. LSU Graduate students 
enrolled in LSU advanced degree programs may not teach other LSU graduate students for graduate 
credit. Except as noted, a student may receive graduate credit only for work taken while officially enrolled 
as a graduate student. 

At least one half of the credit hours required for a graduate or a post-baccalaureate professional degree 
must be earned through instructional hours and must be at the 7000 level (thesis hours excepted) at LSU. 
See also “Transfer of Credit”, below. 

Any student dropped from a graduate program because of unsatisfactory performance will not be 
permitted to take courses for credit toward a graduate degree beyond the semester in which the student 
is dropped. 

Graduate students may not take credit examinations in graduate-level courses. 

Grades 

Graduate Grading System 

Grades in the Graduate School have the following meanings: 

�x Marks carrying advanced degree credit are “A,” “B,” “C” (up to, but no more than six hours); “S” 
(satisfactory); and “P” (pass). 

�x Marks carrying no credit for advanced degrees are “D” (poor), “F” (fail), “I” (incomplete), “W” 
(withdrawn), “U” (unsatisfactory), and “NC” (no credit). 

�x Cumulative grade point average is the average based only on graded graduate work. 
�x Semester grade point average is the average based on graded graduate and undergraduate work. 
�x 
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Applicants admitted on probation and students placed on probation may not be appointed to a graduate 
assistantship. Refer to PS-21 for further details concerning assistantships and students on probation. 

Academic Dishonesty: Academic integrity and honesty must be fundamental qualities of any graduate 
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Any graduate student who is utilizing university facilities and/or faculty time must register for an appropriate 
course load. Graduate students engaged in writing or defending theses or dissertations are expected to 
register for research hours commensurate with the amount of university resources (faculty time, equipment, 
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Regularly enrolled graduate students may audit courses with the consent of individual instructors. Auditors 
will not receive degree credit for courses audited, nor will they later be permitted to take a credit 
examination on work audited. However, courses previously audited may be taken for credit later. Audited 
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The Ph.D. in Theatre curriculum provides students with a broad knowledge of theatre historiography, 
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�x Online application and $50 application fee 
�x Official transcripts from all undergraduate and graduate (if attended) institutions attended 
�x Statement of research interests (1 page) 
�x CV or Resume 
�x One sample of scholarly writing (e.g., a thesis chapter, a research paper, an article) 
�x Three letters of recommendation 

We strive to offer admitted students a teaching assistantship, which includes a competitive stipend, tuition 
waiver, health benefits and a 20 hour a week work assignment. We offer TAships for five years of study. 
The School of Theatre does not offer fellowships.  

Program of Study 

The PhD in Theatre at LSU is designed as a four-year program. Reading knowledge in a foreign language 
is required. Students achieve candidacy upon completion of general exams and prospectus, usually in the 
spring of their third year. 

�x Minimum of 81 credit hours past the B.A. (excluding a minimum of 9 dissertation hours); an M.A. or 
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General Exams 
General exams should be taken in the spring semester of the third year. 

�x Sit-down exams given in 2nd week of classes, followed by oral defense of answers with Ph.D. 
faculty. Note: failure requires retaking the exams after a 4-week break 

�x The portfolio should be completed by 6th week of classes and submitted to the Ph.D. faculty via 
email. 

�x The take-home essay should be completed by 8th week. Normally, this is a research question 
arranged by the student’s major advisor by the 6th week and answered by the student in the form 
of a 15-page response, complete with bibliography. Ideally, the essay assists the student in 
constructing a dissertation prospectus. The major advisor approves this essay. 

�x The prospectus defense with the student’s dissertation committee (i.e., major professor, minor 
professor, at least one other Theatre professor, and the dean’s representative) should occur by 
the 14th week. A General Exam Defense form must be filed with the Graduate School at least 
three weeks prior to the defense date. The prospectus itself must be circulated to the committee 
at least two weeks prior to the defense. 
 

�x All degree requirements, save for defending the dissertation, need to be satisfied before the start 
of the 4th year in order to receive 4th year of funding (or 5th year for MA/PhDs). 

For Graduate School requirements related to the Ph.D., please visit the Requirements for the Doctor of 
Philosophy Degree section of the Graduate School Catalog. 

For more information on the Ph.D. Program contact Head of the Ph.D. program, Dr. John Fletcher. 

 
 

The LSU MFA in Acting 
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skills, style, and heightened text. Graduate students may have the opportunity to earn a Seven Pillars 
Acting Teaching Certification.  

Movement instruction is informed by techniques such as T’ai Chi, Alexander Technique, Laban, neutral 
mask work, stage combat, fitness training, contact improv, Viewpoints, and dance. For those interested in 
a unique physical specialization, the program offers aerial silk courses and workshops. Voice instruction 
is informed by techniques such as Knight-Thompson Speechwork, Fitzmaurice Voicework, Estill Voice 
Training, and classical rhetoric. Students who have an interest in voice and accent coaching often have 
the opportunity to serve in productions as a vocal coach or as an assistant.   
 
Acceptance into the MFA Acting Program is strongly encouraged before any formal application to the 
LSU Graduate School. 

This program distinguishes itself with several features: 

�x Accelerated Program Geared Toward Professional Actors: 
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Program Guiding Principles 

The following are the guiding principles for the LSU MFA Acting Program:  

�x Simplicity: Strive to do one thing at a time. Be direct and concise in communication. Search for a 
single path within complex options, for every moment of work and life. 

�x Authenticity : Strive to be genuine. Find comfort and confidence in being true to yourself. Present 
yourself openly and truthfully to others. Actively revise and define the values which best reflect 
your identity and beliefs. 

�x Humanity: Strive to be kind, gracious, and accommodating. Be slow to judge and quick to 
forgive. Strive to find perspective and humor. Strive to take your work seriously, but do not take 
yourself too seriously. 

�x Autonomy: Strive to be independent. Solve problems on your own before seeking help. Cultivate 
self-discipline to set and meet personal goals. 

�x Mastery: Strive for a command of acting technique and its foundational knowledge. Regularly 
work on self-improvement with focus and enthusiasm.  Know that risk-taking and failure make you 
stronger. Building on your weaknesses yields more significant benefits than repeating our 
strengths. 

�x Purpose: Strive for an exact reason for your work—a determination, a resoluteness to define the 
subject at hand, the point at issue. As an artist, what is your goal: personal, social, political, 
philosophical, etc.? 

�x Courage: Strive to stay strong, resolute, and determined in the face of fear and the unknown. 
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�x statement of purpose detailing why you are pursuing graduate training at LSU 
�x three letters of recommendation 
�x A link to a YouTube audition video no longer than 3 minutes. Please perform a minimum of two 

contrasting monologues of one minute each. After your pieces, take some time to speak about 
your career goals and how LSU is key to your plans. 
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THTR 7228 MFA Voice Studio II 3 
THTR 7234 MFA Movement Studio II 3 
THTR 7922 Seminar: Performance Theories and Criticism 3 
THTR 7930 Theatre Production (Performance) 1 
THTR 8000 Thesis Research 1 
 
Summer   
THTR 7001 Independent Projects in Perf Training (Alexander Technique) 1   
THTR 7222 Acting Studio III 3 
THTR 7229 Voice Studio III 3 
THTR 7930 
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LSU’s MFA in Theatre: Specialization in Costume Technology and Design provides a solid foundation 
of costume construction techniques, design, rendering, and management skills. Classroom instruction is 
complimented by hands-on experience in a variety of areas including draping, flat patterning, millinery, 
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Spring 
THTR 7615 Production Planning 3 
THTR 7431 Rendering for the Theatre 3 
THTR 7441 Computer Techniques in Theatre 3 
THTR 7525 Advanced Costume Tech. II: Tailoring 3 
THTR 7930 Theatre Production 2 
Jury/Portfolio Review 
 
Sample Curriculum: Year 2 
 
Fall 
THTR 7522 Costume Design II 4 
THTR 7526 Advanced Costume Tech. III: Painting and Dyeing 3 
THTR 4132 Advanced Stage Makeup 3 
THTR 7930 Theatre Production 2 
 
Spring 
THTR 7523 Costume Design III 4 
THTR 7527 Advanced Costume Technology IV: Millinery 3 
THTR 7436 Period Styles and Costumes 3 
THTR 7930 Theatre Production 2 
Jury/Portfolio Review 
 
Sample Curriculum: Year 3 
 
Fall 
THTR 4124 Scene Design 3 
THTR 7929 Independent Research 3 
THTR 7930 Theatre Production 2 
THTR 8000 Thesis Research 3 
Portfolio Review 
 
Spring 
THTR 4435 Advanced Scene Painting 3 
THTR 7929 Independent Research 3 
THTR 7930 Theatre Production 2 
THTR 8000 Thesis Research 3 
 
Final Project 
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Fall 
THTR 7130 Script Analysis & Dramaturgy 3 
THTR 7801 Properties I 3 
THTR 7421 Advanced Scene Design I 3 



 

 

26 

 

  Return to TOC 

Each student in the M.F.A. Properties Technology and Design program is required to submit a formal thesis 
based on research of a topic relating to the area or the completion of a major position on a Swine Palace 
or LSU Theatre Mainstage production.  While working on the thesis, the student will be supervised by a 
faculty advisor.  At least six hours of thesis credit are required.  Final acceptance of the Master’s Thesis 
rests with a committee of three or more members of the graduate faculty nominated by the Department 
Chair and appointed by the Dean of the Graduate School.  Additional information on the graduate thesis 
is available in the Graduate School Catalog.   
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66 graduate credit hours 
Six credit hours in THTR 8000 (thesis research) 
Written thesis including oral defense of work  
 
Sample Curriculum: Year 1 
 
Fall 
THTR 7130 Script Analysis & Dramaturgy 3 
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THTR 7626 Theatre Technology Seminar II 3 
THTR 7930 Theatre Production 1 
THTR 8000 Thesis Research 3 
 
Final Project 
Each student in the M.F.A. Scenic Technology and Design program is required to submit a formal thesis 
based on research of a topic relating to the area or the completion of a major position on a Swine Palace 
or LSU Theatre Mainstage production.  While working on the thesis, the student will be supervised by a 
faculty advisor.  At least six hours of thesis credit are required.  Final acceptance of the Master’s Thesis 
rests with a committee of three or more members of the graduate faculty nominated by the Department 
Chair and appointed by the Dean of the Graduate School.  Additional information on the graduate thesis 
is available in the Graduate School Catalog.   
 

 
 

 
The CMDA in collaboration with LSU Olinde Career Center has a dedicated Career Coach.  The CMDA  
Career Coach provides  the following services for undergraduate and graduate students. 
 

�x Connect with CMDA Career Coach:  
o Schedule a 1:1 appointment through your Handshake account under the Career Center 

tab 
o CMDA Career office: 120 MDA 
o Drop-in and career-topic group workshop times available regularly 
o For more information: LSU Olinde Career Center 

 
�x Major and Career Exploration 

o Individual exploration appointments and group workshops 
o Online career assessments, with options to review your results in-depth with a career 

coach 
o Graduate school decisionuG d ( u ) - 5 
 [ ( G ) 2 . 5 . ) ( 1 . 2 - u
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�x 
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VI. THEATRE PRODUCTION PROGRAM 

 
 
 
 
Swine Palace serves as the professional arm of the School.  Swine Palace is a major performance outlet 
for M.F.A. students allowing them to perform alongside professional actors.  M.F.A. Technology/Design 
students also receive major assignments for Swine Palace productions which include serving as a Set or 
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VII. FILM PRODUCTION PROGRAM 

 
 
 
 
Each academic year, the School of Theatre funds one to three student projects – one each in the fall and 
spring semesters – as a way for students to gain more real-world experience in each phase of the 
filmmaking process. Students are responsible to pitch ideas to a faculty committee that meets once in 
August and once in October and then if chosen, will oversee all aspects of the production with a faculty 
advisor functioning as ex3 (i)5.4 (o)-7 (n) (o)-7 (n)5.3 (i)-l.7 (d)-7.1 (v)0.7 (i)-5.6jectssee
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VIII. REHEARSAL 

 
 
 

 

�x Rehearsals for LSU Theatre and Lab productions are limited to five days per week with a maximum 
of four (4) hours per day. Rehearsals can be scheduled on either Saturday or Sunday, but not both 
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IX. FACILITIES 

 
The Music and Dramatic Arts Building has been the primary home of the School of Theatre for over 70 
years, housing classrooms, studios, faculty offices, production shops, and two performance spaces: the 
Claude L. Shaver Theatre and the Studio Theatre.  In addition, the building serves as an auxiliary space for 
the LSU School of Music, housing selected music faculty offices, studios, and practice rooms.  Completed 
in 1934, the M&DA Building re-opened in 2009 after a four-year $22-million renovation.   
 
The School of Theatre also operates the Reilly Theatre which is located on the south side of campus.  The 
Reilly Theatre houses LSU Theatre and Swine Palace productions. 
 
 
 
 
The School of Theatre maintains three primary performance spaces. 
 
Claude L. Shaver Theatre 
The 425-seat proscenium theatre is the permanent home of the LSU School of Theatre and the primary 
venue for LSU Theatre and select Swine Palace productions.  Designed in the Tropical Art Deco style, 
the Shaver Theatre is a point of pride for the University.   
 
Studio Theatre 
The 48’ x 48’ black box theatre serves as the primary venue for student-generated workshops and for 
smaller, more experimental LSU Theatre and Swine Palace productions.   
 
Reilly Theatre 
The former livestock showing pavilion was renovated and opened during the 1999-2000 season and 
serves as a flexible performance space for Swine Palace and LSU Theatre.   The Reilly Theatre also houses 
Playmakers, Baton Rouge’s professional theatre for young audiences, through a collaboration with the LSU 
School of Theatre.   
 
 
 
 
The M&DA Acting Studios (Rooms 125 and 135) and the Undergraduate Rehearsal Room (Room 399) are 
the primary spaces available to theatre majors for rehearsals and other class work.  See below for hours, 
availability and reservation procedures.  The Dance Studio (Room 123) is available for Dance rehearsals 
only. 
 
 
 
 
The School of Theatre operates a full-scale suite of production shops: Scene Shop, Prop Construction 
Shop, Spray Booth, paint storage and mixing area, Costume Shop, Costume Crafts Shop, Electrics Shop, 

A. PERFORMANCE SPACES 

B. REHEARSAL SPACES 

C. PRODUCTION FACILITIES 
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and Sound Lab. Whether using the shops as part of a class; through a production assignment or in any 



https://lsu.formstack.com/forms/cmda_room_reservation_temp
https://lsu.edu/cmda/theatre/resources/schedules/index.php
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XI. COMMUNICATION 

 
 
 
 
LSU e-mail is the official form of communication between the School of Theatre and the student and all 
communication will be sent to the student’s LSU e-mail.  Students are responsible for checking their LSU 
e-mail account.   
 
 
 
 
 
Additionally, the School maintains the Callboard-listserv designed to serve as a way for communication 
between students and faculty.  Job postings and other information are distributed through the list-serv. 
To become a member of the list follow these simple steps: 
 

�x Send an email to listserv@listserv.lsu.edu  
�x In the body of the email message send the following command 

SUBSCRIBE CallBrd-L <Your Name Here> 
 
(In place of <Your Name Here>, type your name without the brackets i.e. Mike Tiger) 
Your request will be sent to the list manager. The manager will then activate your subscription, and then 
you will get a confirmation message from the list telling you how to post messages as well as how to send 
commands to the list like unsubscribing. 
 
Once you are a member of the list, any message that you send to CallBrd-L@listserv.lsu.edu will be sent 
out to everyone! 
 
 
 
 
 
Physical callboards are located outside of the Main Office (Room 105) and next to the green room in the 
Music and Dramatic Arts Building as well as in the green room of the Reilly Theatre. 
 
 
 
 
 
A secondary form of communication are School of Theatre social media channels.  Students should not 
rely on social media channels for official business, but the School does post information when available. 
 

  Facebook.com/lsutheatre   Instagram.com/lsutheatre  

A. E-MAIL 

B. CALLBOARD LISTSERV 

C. CALLBOARDS 

D. SOCIAL MEDIA 

mailto:listserv@listserv.lsu.edu
mailto:CallBrd-L@listserv.lsu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/LSUtheatre
https://www.instagram.com/lsutheatre/?hl=en
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XII. STUDENT COMP POLICY 

 
To ensure that the Box Office is able to fulfill all ticket requests and maintain excellent customer service, 
we ask that you take note of the School of Theatre student complimentary ticket policies and ticket 
redemption procedures.  
 
Eligibility Tiers:  
 

�¾ LSU Theatre Graduate Students  
�¾ LSUT Graduate Students are eligible to receive two comp tickets per SOT event.  
�¾ These comps are not transferable .  

 
�¾ LSUT Majors  

�¾ LSU Theatre majors are eligible to receive one comp ticket to the first Friday performance 
(opening) of Swine Palace and LSU Mainstage productions.  

�¾ These comps are not transferable .  
 

�¾ Lab Season/Dance/Physical Theatre/Film Festivals:  
�¾ Cast and production team members are eligible to receive one comp ticket. The 

production team is defined as:  
1. Designers and assistants  
2. Stage management  
3. Dramaturgs  
4. Choreographers and assistants  

�¾ These comps are transferable.  
 

�¾ LSU Mainstage and Swine Palace  
�¾ Cast and production team members are eligible for two comps for these productions. 

Guest artists receive four comp tickets. The production team is defined as:  
1. Designers and assistants  
2. Stage management  
3. Dramaturgs  
4. Choreographers and assistants  
5. Music Directors and assistants  

�¾ These comps are transferable  
 
All Tiers: In the event that a person falls under more than one tier of eligibility, the tier with the highest 
number of comps will apply. Comps do not stack. For example, a Theatre major who serves as an 
Assistant Stage Manager to a Swine Palace production may not claim their first Thursday comp in 
addition to their production team comp.  
 
Redemption Procedure:  

�¾ Students/Cast/Production Team Comps:  
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XIII. PERSONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY 
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arrived safely at their destinations or returned safely from class, their workouts, or other outings. Please 
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lsu.edu/cmda/therapy 
 
In addition, the LSU Student Health Center offers a variety of mental health services.  For more information, 
visit the LSU Student Health Center Mental Health Services website.  
 
Appendix  A at the back of this handbook offers additional health and wellness resources. 
 
LSU Food Pantry 
The mission of the LSU Food Pantry is to provide supplemental food to students in need who may 
experience hunger or food insecurity. 



https://www.berlinale.de/en/home.html
https://www.berlinale.de/en/home.html
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XV. FUNDING SOURCES 

 
 
 
 
Portions of this section are excerpted from 

https://www.lsu.edu/graduateschool/funding/assistantships.php
https://cgsnet.org/
https://cgsnet.org/
https://lsu.edu/academics/catalogs.php
https://lsu.edu/policies/ps/ps_21.pdf
https://lsu.edu/policies/ps/ps_21.pdf
https://lsu.edu/policies/ps/ps_85.pdf
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�x Students admitted and enrolled in good academic standing, maintaining a minimum cumulative 
GPA of 3.00. 

A full assistantship requires a student to work for 20 hours per week on average. Students may or may 

https://www.lsu.edu/administration/policies/pmfiles/pm-43.pdf
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�x Tax forms (W-4 and L-

https://lsu.edu/hss/english/undergraduate_program/esl.php#spoken
https://lsu.edu/hss/english/undergraduate_program/esl.php#spoken
mailto:acamp2@lsu.edu
https://lsu.edu/academics/catalogs.php
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203 West David Boyd Hall 
Baton Rouge, LA  70803 
Telephone: 225-578-2311 
 
General Email: gradawards@lsu.edu 
GSA Travel Award Questions: gsatravelaward@lsu.edu 
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�x Be in good academic standing. 
�x Book airfares through the state travel agency, Christopherson Business Travel (CBT). 

Students are eligible to receive the following number of Graduate Student Travel Awards: 

�x Master’s Degree students – 
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o A description of student’s participation (i.e., conducting created musical piece, performing 
in an ensemble, etc.) 

o Maximum 1 page in length and in PDF file format 

 2. Proof of Acceptance  

Attach proof of acceptance to present at the conference. This attachment may be in the form of a letter or 
e-mail from conference organizers  and/or a copy of the conference program schedule listing the 
presenter, poster/presentation title, time,  etc.   
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The Annette and John Douthat CMDA Study Abroad Fund  was created to enable College of Music & 
Dramatic Arts students to participate in life-changing international experiences. Students who have applied 
to (or been accepted into) study abroad programs may petition for funding through this application. Each 
applicant may be awarded up to $2,000. Preference will be given to voice and opera students. 

Students must submit an application form by published deadline, and submit a letter of acceptance to the 
study abroad program for full consideration. 

Applicants should be prepared to submit:  

�x A detailed budget breaking down how the funding will be spent. 
�x A statement of purpose. (500 word maximum) 
�x A description of the study abroad program. 
�x Proof of acceptance into the study abroad program. (Letter, email, etc.) 

o If this proof is not yet available for your program, we will accept a statement of intent that 
you will provide proof to the College when it becomes available. 

o When the proof becomes available, you must email it to Pamela D. Pike, Associate Dean 
of Research, Creative Practice & Community Engagement by the deadline given above. 

Additional information is available on the Annette and John Douthat CMDA Study Abroad Fund 
webpage.  
 
 
 

 
Once your dissertation has been completed and submitted to the Graduate School, you should consider 
submitting it to any dissertation award contests sponsored by your department and/or professional 
organizations in your discipline. 

Additionally, your department can nominate your dissertation for the Distinguished Dissertation Award, 
sponsored by the LSU Alumni Association. Two awards are given: one in the arts, humanities, and social 
sciences, and one in science, engineering, and technology. The award consists of $2,000 along with a 
certificate. Awards are presented to the doctoral student in each category whose research and writing 
epitomize superior scholarship. Any student who receives his or her doctoral degree at any of the three 
commencements in a calendar year is eligible to be nominated. Winning dissertations are chosen by 
committee of members of the graduate faculty. Recent winners have come from English, Chemical 
Engineering, Biological Sciences, History, and Physics and Astronomy. 
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�x An instructor alters significant aspects of the course without due notice, explanation, or 
consideration 

�x An instructor makes unprofessional, unreasonable, or inappropriate requests of students  
�x An instructor couches inappropriate requests as “just part of the course” 
�x An instructor exhibits bias, bigotry, or undue preferential treatment toward any student 
�x The environment of the classroom becomes hostile or feels unsafe (emotionally or otherwise) 
�x You think one or more of the above activities is going on and you just want to check in to see 

if your suspicions are valid 
�x You are distressed or uncomfortable and feel unable to express these concerns to the 

instructor 
 
Instructors have the right to expect that… 

�x Students will show up to classes on time (i.e., not walking in right as class starts) 
�x Students will remain in class for the entire time required (i.e., not leaving in the middle of class) 
�x Students will take responsibility for their own performance in the course 
�x Students will respect the instructor’s expertise in the subject matter 
�x Students will respect the instructor as the one responsible for maintaining a professional class 

environment 
�x 
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�x Instructors can’t control your schedule 
�x Instructors can’t control your personal or work life 
�x Instructors can’t control your production schedule 

 
If you talk to a professor or student support staff… 
Expect confidentiality, except if… 

�x Your threatening harm to someone else 
�x Your threatening harm to yourself 
�x A minor has been/is being harmed 
�x You are reporting a sexual assault, sexual harassment or any potential Title IX related issue 

related to you or another party.    

FERPA:  Family Education Rights and Privacy Act 

�x Your academic performance is your business alone 
�x Instructors may not divulge any info about your academic career 
�x Instructors technically can’t even confirm or deny whether you’re in their class to anyone else 
�x This includes parents unless there is a FERPA waiver in place! 
�x Instructors can talk to other instructors and academic personnel about students to coordinate 

approaches. 
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XVIII. ABOUT THE LSU SCHOOL OF THEATRE AND SWINE PALACE 

 
The LSU School of Theatre continues to achieve national and 
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Post WWII brought a deep questioning of all artistic tradition throughout the world. Butoh dance arose in 
Japan, absurdist theatre in Europe, and the Judson Church Dance Collective in New York in the 60s 
brought a wealth of contemporary well-known choreographers and teachers.  
 
Most notable companies to influence Physical Theatre today include Pina Bausch’s Tanzteater, DV8, 
Complicité, and Théâtre du Soleil, and Pilobolus, along with many others.  
 
1984 brought Cirque du Soleil to the world stage and with it a new appreciation for physical expression 
through innovative approaches to circus centered on human elitism. Diavolo: Architecture in Motion, is a 
current company that works within the boundaries of dance, theatre, circus, and interactive structures 
designed for physical expression and metaphor. Now, with the global pandemic, physical theatre is 
struggling to redefine it’s presence in the live-streaming and prerecorded world of social media and 
video-conferencing platforms.  
 
The LSU Physical Theatre Concentration was formed in 2011 by Movement Professor, Nick Erickson, who 
was a founding member of Diavolo in the 90’s prior to joining LSU Theatre School in 2001. Professor 
Erickson discovered a hunger for athletic physical expression among LSU students who loved 
performing in shows with high energy challenges and started touring productions overseas as a summer 
study abroad program in 2008. Aerial silk performance gained popularity among the students after the 
renovation of the M
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program from their initial days on campus.  Both the “Geaux” Films and the First Year Film are shown at 
the “Take” Film Festival. 
 
The BFA in Film and Television complements the multiple other digital media programs across campus 
including the BA in Screen Arts which is offered by the College of Humanities and Social Sciences. In 
addition to serving a large contingent of students who are expressly interested in the filmmaking 
process, the program significantly enhances the experience and training of Theatre majors who also 
seek to work across mediums.  With the new BFA in place, the School of Theatre offers a complement of 
degree programs which train students in narrative storytelling across mediums. 
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these services, you can fill out a form on their page and they will be contacted. Correspondence 
is confidential and nonjudgmental and appropriate support services for all survivors regardless of 
gender identity, ethnicity, sexual orientation, age, ability or whether the crime is reported 
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�x Will help you prepare for class presentations; they are also offering digital resources and tips for 
online learning 

�x GPA calculator  
�x Virtual Learning Center (Now called Tips and Tools under “Earn Better Grades”)  that helps you 

prepare for tests 
�x Tips for focused and engaged study sessions 
�x 
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