
ABSTRACT
The impact of residual data continues to escalate as technology increasingly integrates into all aspects of today’s 
society. The reality of today’s highly networked environment is that residual data impacts a range of cybersecurity 
initiatives that include software development, risk assessment activities, and digital forensics investigations. These 
topics prompt research activities focusing on the collection of malware from the dark web, investigations into 
the ability to implement ransomware in virtual reality environments, exploring abilities to capitalize on various 
computing platform capabilities, and developing creative ways to teach hacking skills.
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