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Credit hour: A unit of measurerepresentingan hour (50minutes)of instruction
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Grade-point average (academichigh schoolGPA): The sum ofgradepoints a student hasearnedin secondary schooldividedby the
number of coursestaken.Themost commonsystemof assigningnumbersto gradescounts four points foranA, three points for aB,
two points for aC, one point for aD, and no points foranE or F. UnweightedGPA’s assignthesameweight to eachcourse.Weighting
gives students additional points for their grades in advanced or honors courses.
Graduate student: A student who holds a bachelor’s or equivalent, and is taking courses at the post-baccalaureate level.
*Health services: Free or low cost on-campus primary and preventive health care available to students.
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At Least 2 But Less Than 4 Academic Years: Requirescompletionof an organizedprogram of studyat the postsecondarylevel
(below thebaccalaureate degree)in at least2 but lessthan 4full-time equivalentacademic years,or designed forcompletion inat least
60 but less than 120 credit hours, or in at least 1,800 but less than 3,600 clock hours.

Private institution: An educationalinstitutioncontrolled by aprivateindividual(s)or by a nongovernmentalagency,usuallysupported
primarily by other than public funds, and operated by other than publicly elected or appointed officials.
Private for-profit institution: A privateinstitution inwhich the individual(s)or agencyin control receivescompensation, other than
wages, rent, or other expenses for the assumption of risk.
Private nonprofit institution: A private institution in which the individual(s) or agencyin control receivesno compensation, other
thanwages,rent, or other expenses for the assumption ofrisk. These include both independent nonprofit schools and thoseaffiliated
with a religious organization.
Proprietary institution: See Private for-profit institution.
Public institution: An educationalinstitution whose programs andactivities are operatedby publicly electedor appointed school
officials, and which is supported primarily by public funds.
Quarter calendar system:A calendarsystemin which theacademic yearconsists of threesessionscalledquarters of about 12weeks
each. The range may be from 10 to 15 weeks. There may be an additional quarter in the summer.

Race/ethnicity: Categoryusedto describe groupsto which individualsbelong,identify with, or belongin theeyesof thecommunity.
The categories do not denote scientific definitions of anthropological origins. A person may be counted in only one group.

Race/ethnicityunknown: Categoryusedto classifystudents oremployeeswhoserace/ethnicityis not known and whom institutions
are unable to place in one of the specified racial/ethnic categories.
RecognizedPostsecondaryCredential: Includes bothTitle IV eligible degrees, certificates,and otherrecognizedpostsecondary
credentials.Any credentialthat is received aftercompletionof a program thatis eligible for Title IV federalstudentaid. Credentials
that are awardedto recognize anindividual’s attainmentof measurable technicalor industry/occupationalskills necessaryto obtain
employmentor advancewithin anindustry occupation.(Generally basedon standards developed or endorsed byemployersor industry
associations).

Religious affiliation- (g)vca.3 (.)]TJ (a)-2.Vn
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Unit: a standard of measurement representing hours of academic instruction (e.g., semester credit, quarter credit, clock hour).
Undergraduate: A studentenrolled ina four- orfive-yearbachelor’sdegreeprogram,an associate degreeprogram, or a vocational or
technical program below the baccalaureate.

*Veteran’s counseling:Helpsveteransandtheir dependents obtain benefits fortheir selectedprogram and providescertificationsto
the Veteran’s Administration. May also provide personal counseling on the transition from the military to a civilian life.

*Visually impaired: Any person whosesight loss is not correctableand is sufficiently severe asto adversely affecteducational
performance.
Volunteer work (as admissionfactor): Specialconsiderationgiven to students foractivity done on a volunteerbasis(e.g., tutoring,
hospital care, working with the elderly or disabled) as a service to the community or the public in general.
Wait list: List of studentswho meet the admissionrequirements butwill only be offered a place in the classif space becomes
available. 

Weekend college: A program that allows students to take a complete course of study and attend classes only on weekends. 

White:  A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the Middle East, or North Africa.
*Women’s center: Centerwith programs,academicactivities,and/orservicesintendedto promotean understanding of theevolving
roles of women.
Work experience(as admissionfactor): Specialconsiderationgiven to studentswho have beenemployedprior to application,
whether for relevance to major, demonstration ofemployment-relatedskills, or as explanation of student’sacademic and
extracurricular record.

Financial Aid Definitions

External scholarships and grants: Scholarships and grants received from outside (private) sources that students bring with them (e.g., 
Kiwanis, NationalMerit scholarships). Theinstitution mayprocess paperworkto receivethedollars,but it has norole in determining
the recipient or the dollar amount awarded.

Financial aid applicant: Any applicantwho submitsany oneof the institutionally requiredfinancial aid applications/forms, suchas
the FAFSA. 

Indebtedness:Aggregatedollar amount borrowed through anyloan program(federal, state,subsidized, unsubsidized,private, etc.;
excluding parent loans)while the studentwasenrolledat aninstitution. Student loans co-signed by a parentare assumedto be the
responsibility of the student and should be included.

Institutional scholarships and grants: Endowed scholarships, annualgifts and tuition funded grants for which the institution
determines the recipient.

Financial need: 
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Work study and employment: Federalandstatework studyaid, and anyemploymentpackagedby your institution in financial aid
awards.
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