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normal work hours, the LSU Police Department will be notified to contact the appropriate 

individuals at their homes. If theft or sabotage is suspected, LSU Police will be contacted directly 
and immediately. Emergency contact information is contained in Appendix A. 

  
Purpose.  This section sets policy for responses to specific types of incidents involving 
ñhigh containment biological agents (BSL 3)ò in order to protect personnel and secure 
pathogen holdings.  
  

 1. Spill or Release  
  If the person involved can clean up the spill or stop the release   

  safely, then it is appropriate to do so. If not, take the following steps: 
a) Notify supervisor and determine Severity Level: 

 

 Level I. Minor-control by lab, no E.H.S. or Police response 

 Level II. Moderate-lab personnel unable to control or clean-up. E.H.S. 

will control activities with assistance from LSU Police 
 Level III. Large



 

b) Stand by to assist in checking inventory, and looking for lost or 
misplaced materials or information. 

  
c) Check the area to determine if there is an ongoing safety or security 

violation, and correct any such problems (that are safe to handle) 

immediately. 
 

d) Follow the guidance of the Biosafety Officer or EHS Director and LSU 
Police. Provide as much information about the situation as known. 

 
 3. Inventory violation Response Plan 

 

 Discrepancies in inventory levels may mean loss of an agent.  In the event of an 
inventory discrepancy, the following procedure shall be followed: 

 
(a) Upon detection of an inventory violation which indicates the loss of an 

agent, follow the response plan for theft. (Biocontainment Breach) 

 
(b) Upon detection of an inventory discrepancy where it is not clear if agents 

are missing: 
 

 Notify the Biosafety Officer or EHS Director 
 Lock down the laboratory, and prohibit access. 

 Analyze inventory history records to determine if the mistake can 

be accounted for. 
 If loss of agents is suspected, or if discrepancy cannot be resolved, 

the Biosafety Officer or EHS Director will determine the actions to 
be taken, including notifications as required in the rules. 

 The Biosafety Officer or EHS Director (or designee) will: 

 
1. Ensure LSU Police are notified 

2. Ensure the CDC/NIH is notified if required 
3. Conduct an investigation and submit any necessary “Report 

of Theft Loss or Release of Biohazard and Toxins” to 

appropriate regulatory agencies. 
 

  (c) Upon detection of an inventory record tampering incident: 
 

 Notify Biosafety Officer (or EHS Director) and LSU Police 
 Contact Lab Supervisor and arrange an interview 

 LSU Police and the Biosafety Officer or EHS Director will conduct 

an investigation, using techniques and technical resources 
necessary. 

 Until the discrepancy is resolved, the area will be treated as a 
***crime scene, with access restricted and guarded. 

 If theft or loss is determined, the Biosafety Officer or EHS Director 

will notify the appropriate agencies as required by the rules. 
 

***Note: Crime Scene: once an area is determined to be a Crime 
Scene, the following actions will be taken: 

 
 LSU Police will conduct and lead the investigation 



 All material will remain in place, unless released by LSU Police. This 

may include equipment and Samples located within the 

Biocontainment area.  
 The Law enforcement Investigator’s Safety while in Bio- containment 

area will be coordinated by the P.I.’s Authorized Lab personnel.  

 
4.  Security Incident:  

 

LSU Police provide Law Enforcement, Security, and response on LSU 
Campus. Response to intrusion detection alarms may be by protective 

personnel, private security firms, or local law enforcement personnel.  
LSU Police personnel are armed and fulfill this requirement on campus.  

 
a) Suspicious Packages: (A package or item that enters or leaves 

the biohazard handling area that does not appear to be 

consistent with what is expected during normal daily operations 
(e.g., misspelled words; address to title only or incorrect title; 

badly taped or sealed, lopsided or uneven, rigid or bulky, oily 
stains, discolorations, or crystallization on the wrapper; 

excessive tape or string; protruding wires; housekeeping cart, 

tool boxes, unauthorized removal of lab equipment) Report a 
suspicious package immediately to the PI. If determined to be 

suspicious, the PI will immediately notify LSU Police and the 
Biosafety Officer or EHS Director, who will make a determination 

as to the proper action. 
b) Violence in the workplace: Report violence to LSU Police (8-

3231).   In addition, secure experiments, and follow instructions 

provided by the Police. 
c) Example of people to contact by various incident participants 

during a theft of agents. 
 

 PI /Laboratorian calls: 

 
 1. Supervisor 

 2. SVM Front Desk (if at Vet School) 
 3. EHS Director 

 4. Campus Police Central Dispatch 
 5. Biological Safety Officer (BSO) 

 

 Information to provide 
 1. Is everyone OK or require medical assistance? 

 2. What was taken? 
 3. Description of perpetrator(s) 

 

 BSO calls   
 1. Other PIs 

 2. CDC (as required) 
3. LA Health Department: 800-256-2748 (7:30 to 4:30 PM; 

on work days: 504-219-4563 

 4. EOC 
 

 Campus Police calls 





a) Assure complete evacuation, perform headcount 

b) Do not re-enter building until ALL CLEAR is given by Campus Police 
c) For spills, notify LSU Police (8-3231) AND Radiation Safety (8-2747) 

d) Prevent spread of contamination: 
e) Contaminated personnel should remain near vicinity of lab 

f) Secure the lab area 

 
5) Bomb Threats 

a) Remain Calm. Do not hang up 
b) Get details: “when, where, why, what” 

c) Note caller’s voice style, background noises, caller ID, etc. 
d) Call LSU  Police (8-3231) immediately 

e) Notify Supervisor and observe work areas for suspicious packages 

f) Follow instructions of LSU Police 
 

6) Chemical Spills 
If the person involved can clean up the spill or stop the release safely, then it is 

appropriate to do so. If not, take the following steps: 

 
a) Notify Supervisor and determine Severity Level: 

i) Moderate: Lab personnel unable to control or clean-up. E.H.S. 
will controls activities with assistance from LSU Police 

ii) Large:  May require building evacuation 
iii) Major:  Major portion of campus affected or threatening 

neighbors 

 
b) Call LSU Police (8-3231) and E.H.S. (578-5640) 

c) Obtain MSDS and make available to emergency personnel 
d) Protect yourself and others from exposure by closing doors 

e) Control ignition sources if flammables are involved 

f) Evacuate as necessary to protect personnel health and safety 
g) Follow directions from E.H.S. and LSU Police 

 
(Note: Chemical incidents which result in hospitalization, evacuation, release 

off site etc., may require notification to State Police. E.H.S. will 
normally make this notification. It must be made within one hour of 
occurrence.) 

 
7) Explosion 

Secure the agent or experiment in a safe mode. In the event the select agent 
room is physically affected, contact LSU police to provide for perimeter security, 

and the EHS representative to direct decontamination of the scene, or relocation 

of agents. 
 

8) Power Outage  
Secure experiments in Safe mode. Clean and decontaminate work surfaces, and 

properly remove PPE upon leaving the lab.  

 
9) Severe weather emergencies and flooding 

 



b) 

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/la/nwis/uv?format=gif&period=7&site_no=07374000


Any occupational exposure of an employee to a biohazard or other infectious agent shall be 

reported to the Biosafety Officer immediately. (on-line incident reporting Form) An occupational 
exposure is any recognized exposure that is identified outside the normal routine in the 

laboratory protocol.  Once this is reported, the individual is placed in a medical evaluation 
program to follow-up and monitor for subsequent illness.  

 

An analysis of the potential for further transmission to other populations will be determined by 
the Medical Director in conjunction with the personal physician (where applicable; as noted, 

https://sites01.lsu.edu/wp/ehs/files/2010/12/LSU-NIH-Incident-Reporting-Form.pdf


a)

http://ehs.lsu.edu/


is an emergency in the area where biohazard labs are located. Where response will not 

affect these labs, normal access can be allowed without escort.  
 

The PI is resp

http://ehs.lsu.edu/


An infection isolation emergency treatment facility is located at Our Lady of 
the Lake Emergency Room (OLOL) (225-765-8826).  
 

7. Emergency medical treatment and first aid: 
[First Aid and other injuries will be treated on the work site, at the Student Health 

Center, or at a local clinic (Including After Hours Clinics), as directed.] 

 
 If a person is down in the lab, and life is threatened, LSU Police may enter the 

lab to provide emergency medical assistance. 

  
 The individual down should be decontaminated and outer protective clothing 

removed, and the individual moved to a non-contaminated area prior to EMS 

retrieving patient. No employee should enter an area where an IDLH condition 
exists without appropriate protective equipment. An N95 respirator may be 

used in lieu of a SCBA for rescue in labs where aerosol exposure risks exist.  

LSU Police are equipped with SCBA equipment, and are authorized to enter 
areas to respond to fire and other emergencies. 

 
 EMS stated that they do not enter “Hot or Warm zones” in relation to hazmat 

incidents, they work closely with Baton Rouge HAZMAT who is responsible for 

patient decontamination. EMS stated that the patient would need to be de-

contaminated prior to them providing treatment. They stated that in their 
procedures, when dispatched to a LAB, Baton Rouge HAZMAT is also 

dispatched. Baton Rouge HAZMAT will “stand down’ if it is stated “No Release 
or Exposure” is stated by the requestor. 

 
 



Appendix A 

 
Incident contact information 


