


LSU University Safety Manual  

Section V, Part E – Illumination for Occupational Tasks 
 

Recommended Maximum Luminance Ratios 

 Environmental 

Classification 

A B C 

1 Between task and adjacent darker surroundings 3 to 1 3 to 1 5 to 1 

2 Between tasks and adjacent lighter surroundings 1 to 3 1 to 3 1 to 5 

3 Between tasks and more remote darker surfaces 10 to 1 20 to 1 * 

4 Between tasks and more remote lighter surfaces 1 to 10 1 to 20 * 

5 Between luminaires (or windows, skylights, etc.) and surfaces 

adjacent to them 

20 to 1 * * 

6 Anywhere within normal field of view 40 to 1 * * 

 

   *Brightness Ratio control not practical. 

A — Interior Areas where reflectances of entire space can be controlled in line with 

recommendations for optimum seeing conditions. 

B — Areas where reflectances of immediate work area can be controlled, but control of 

remote surroundings is limited. 

C — Areas (indoor and outdoor) where it is completely impractical to control reflectances 

and difficult to alter environmental conditions. 
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