
If there were a theme to this reflection on my time at Louisiana State
University and the years since, it would most certainly be “I couldn’t have
imagined.” I couldn’t have imagined the impact that my Chemical
Engineering degree from LSU would have on my life, or the doors it
would open or the opportunities it would provide. 

I didn’t graduate high school with the intent to pursue an engineering
degree. The product of a hard working middle class family in Baton
Rouge, a college degree was not the norm. I certainly was not familiar
with chemical engineering and had never met a chemical engineer until I
enrolled at LSU. A series of unrelated and ordinary circumstances led me



learn to think ahead of the immediate short term- a skill that doesn’t come
naturally to a 19 year old!

Finally, I must acknowledge Dr. Ed McLaughlin. Dr. McLaughlin was
teaching, but also became the chair of the Department during my time at
LSU. He was tough, but I recognize in hindsight that he set the standards
for the Department and the students. Without his leadership, would my
degree have been as powerful as it turned out to be? Could I have been as
successful? I thank him for his setting the bar very high.

I have had occasion to visit with all three of these outstanding former


