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as advising our students virtually. 
We have adjusted to the new mode 
of operation with planning and 
addressing our educational needs 

for the Fall and Spring. This was an evolution period of our mode 
of operations for our students, faculty, and sta�.

In response to the Covid-19 pandemic, a number of our faculty 
were involved in research projects to help our local community 
and address global issues in both water treatment and 
transportation safety. For instance, Dr. John Pardue, professor 
of civil and environmental engineering at LSU (CEE), has been 
involved in testing wastewater in the community and on campus 
for the coronavirus. He, along with a number of our faculty, have 
worked over the last several months with researchers from the 
LSU School of Veterinary Medicine to test samples of wastewater 
from around the LSU campus in Baton Rouge to determine where 
and if cases are to be found.

This semester, a senior faculty, Dr. Christopher Kees, joined our 
department. Before joining CEE, he worked at the U.S. Army 
Engineer Research and Development Center. Dr. Kees is in the 
coastal engineering area and is well-known in computational 
hydrology and porous media, as well as the coastal hydrodynamics 
community. He holds a joint appointment with the LSU Center for 
Computation and Technology.

Congratulations to CEE Professor Zhiqiang Deng on receiving a 
$750,000 award from NASA and a $750,000 matched grant from 
the Louisiana Board of Regents for his project that will allow oyster 
harvesters to detect oyster beds that are infected with norovirus 
and vibrio vulni�cus, also known as �esh-eating bacteria. The 
Gulf of Mexico produces more oysters than anywhere else in the 
United States, with Louisiana accounting for more than a third of 
the nation’s annual harvest. 

I am proud to add my own accomplishment to this list, as 
I was honored to be elected as a foreign member of the 
Academia Europaea-Physics & Engineering Sciences, a 
prestigious international organization of scholars.

One of our junior faculty who joined us last year, Dr. Hai Thomas Lin, 
was awarded the Michael R. Mangham Tiger Athletic Foundation 
Undergraduate Teaching Award in May. The award recognizes 
professors who demonstrate excellence in instruction. The memorial 
scholarship honors the life of Michael Ray “Mickey” Mangham, the 
former chairman of the Tiger Athletic Foundation and LSU football 
player.

We are close to the end of the fall semester. I appreciate all of 
you embracing the new normal and diligently doing your best to 
succeed in our mission in the current mode of operation.

Dr. George Z. Voyiadjis, D.Eng.Sc., 
Boyd Professor
Chair and Bingham C. Stewart 
Distinguished Professor of Engineering
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DEPARTMENT NEWS

CEE CHAIR NAMED MEMBER OF ACADEMIA EUROPAEA

Voyiadjis began his career at LSU in 1980 as an assis-

tant professor after working at the California Institute of 

Technology, where he earned his master’s in civil engineer-

ing, and Columbia University, where he earned his PhD in 

engineering mechanics. His primary research interests are in 

plasticity and the damage mechanics of metals, metal matrix 

composites, polymers, and ceramics with an emphasis on 

the theoretical modeling, numerical simulation of material 

behavior, and experimental correlation.

The object of the Academia Europaea is the advancement and 

propagation of excellence in scholarship in the humanities; 

law, the economic, social, and political sciences; mathemat-

ics; medicine; and all branches of natural and technological 

sciences anywhere in the world for the public bene�t and for 

the advancement of the education of the public of all ages in 

the aforesaid subjects in Europe. Its members are scientists 

and scholars who collectively aim to promote learning, educa-

tion and research. Current membership stands at around 
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WATER SUSTAINABILITY PROJECT TAKES STUDENTS TO FRANCE

Perrier isn’t the only water important to France. LSU Civil and 

Environmental Engineering Assistant Professor Samuel Snow 

recently received a National Science Foundation grant in the 
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LIN RECEIVES TWO AWARDS

Geotechnical Engineering Profes-

sor Hai Thomas Lin was awarded 

the Michael R. Mangham Tiger 

Athletic Foundation Undergradu-

ate Teaching Award in May. The 

award recognizes professors who 
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