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Since its invention in 1992 (US patent No: US4848141 A) frequency specific indentation testing has 
become a powerful tool for researchers to characterize materials and structures at small scales.  The fact 
that the stiffness of a contact between two materials is much easier to measure at small contact 
dimensions became obvious near the first implementation of nanoindentation testing.  Models were 
developed to use these measurements to understand the elastic response of materials soon after the first 


