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CURRICULUM VITAE  
 

Rebecca Saunders 
Museum of Natural Science 
Louisiana State University 

Baton Rouge, LA 
(225) 578-6562 

rsaunde@lsu.edu 
 
 
Current Position, Fall 1994-present 
 Associate Curator of Anthropology, Museum of Natural Science, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA. 
 Associate Professor, Department of Geography and Anthropology, Louisiana State University, Baton  Rouge, LA. 
  
Education 
           B.A.: Florida State University, 1977 (Anthropology and Spanish); cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa. 
 

M.A.: University of Florida, May 1986.  Thesis title: Attribute Variability in Late Swift Creek Phase Ceramics from Kings Bay, 
Georgia.  Major Professor: Dr. Prudence Rice, Professor of Anthropology, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, Illinois. 

 
Ph.D.: University of Florida, May 1992.  Dissertation Title: Stability and Change in Guale Indian Pottery, A.D. 1350 to 1702.  

Major Professor: Dr. Jerald T. Milanich, Curator, Florida Museum of Natural History, Gainesville, Florida. 
 
Professional Societies and Activities 
 Executive Secretary, Southeastern Archaeological Conference, 2006-2010 
 Outreach Committee, Southeastern Archaeological Conference 
 Archaeological Society of South Carolina 
 Florida Archaeological Society  
 Louisiana Archaeological Society 
 Society for American Archaeology                  
            
Committees 
 State of Louisiana National Register Review Committee 2002- present. 
 National Park Service. Title: “LSUMNS NAGPRA Compliance,” Rebecca Saunders and Ginesse Listi. $89,258. 
  
2013  US Forest Service, Kisatchie District. Title: “LSU Archaeology Student Training.”  Amount: $11,875, 1 year. 

 
2012-2014 Cooperative Service Extension Unit (CESU) grant, Southeast Archeological Center -National Park Service. Title: 

“Archaeological Research at Tyndall Air Force Base. Award Amount:”  $34,987 (originally $24,987, additional funds 
added in 2013). 
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2009 Board of Regents Support Fund Enhancement Program . "Digital Imaging and Visualization in Archaeology," H. 
 McKillop, D. Chicoine, R. Tague, P. Hesp, R. Saunders, and R. Mann, contract LEQSF(2009-2010)-ENH-TR-18, 
 $118,000. 

  
 2006 Louisiana Board of Regents. "Louisiana State University Museum of Natural Science, Creation of a Permanent 

Archaeological Display," Sophie Warny, Rebecca Saunders, 
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Byers, Stephen, and Rebecca Saunders 

 Biodistance in four Woodland period sites. In Southeastern Bioarchaeology. Bioarchaeology of the Southeast: Bridging 
Bones and Behavior,” edited by Shannon Chappell Hodge and Kristrina A.Shuler 
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Saunders, Rebecca 

1997 Stylistic Influences on the Gulf Coastal Plain: New Evidence from Paddle-Stamped Pottery in Louisiana.  Louisiana 
Archaeology 22:93-124. 

 
Saunders, Rebecca  

  1996  Mission Period Settlement Structure: a Test of the Model at the San Martin de Timucua. Historical Archaeology 30(4):24-
36. 
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 Saunders, Rebecca   
  2010 Discussant in the symposium, Recent Research on the Poverty Point Culture. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
  Society for American Archaeology, St. Louis.  
 
 Saunders, Rebecca 

 2009 Discussant, in the Symposium, Paradise Found and Lost: Archaeology of the Western U.S. Gulf Coast.  Paper presented at 
the 66th 
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Vasbinder, Fiona, and Rebecca Saunders 
 2004  The King George Island Mounds site (16LV22): A Late Archaic Occupation along the Lower Amite River.  Paper 

presented at the Annual Meeting of the Louisiana Archaeological Society. 
 
Saunders, Rebecca 
 2003 A Monumental Undertaking: Excavations at the Fig Island Shell Ring Complex.  Keynote Address presented at the 

Annual Meeting of the Archaeological Society of South Carolina, Columbia. 
 
Saunders, Rebecca 
 2003 Monumental Architecture in the Archaic Southeast.  Keynote speaker address to the Department of Anthropology, 

University of South Carolina, as part of the Annual Meeting of the Archaeological Society of South Carolina.   
 

Saunders, Rebecca 
 2002  Bilbo and Beyond:  The Search for Diagnostics in Fiber Tempered Pottery.  Paper presented at The William Haag 

Honorary Symposium, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge. 
  

Saunders, Rebecca 
 2002  Recent Investigations at the Bayou Grand Chenier Site.  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Louisiana 

Archaeological Society, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
 
Saunders, Rebecca 
 2001 Spatial  Variation in Orange Culture Pottery: Prestige and Interaction.  Paper presented at the 66th Annual Meeting of the 

Society for American Archaeology, New Orleans, Louisiana. 
 
Saunders, Rebecca 
 2000  Pottery and Ethnicity: Yamassee Ceramics in Florida during the Mission Period.  Paper presented in the symposium 

A Synthesis of Mississippian and Historic Period Native Americans in South Carolina at the 57th Annual Meeting of the 
Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Macon, Georgia. 

  
Saunders, Rebecca 
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Saunders, Rebecca 
 1997  Seasonality, Sedentism, Subsistence, and Disease in the Protohistoric: The Epistemological Status of Ethnohistoric vs. 

Archaeological Data.  Paper presented in the symposium Protohistory and Archaeology: Advances in Interdisciplinary 
Research at the 54th Annual Meeting of the Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

 
Saunders, Rebecca, and James B. Stoltman 
 1996  Production and Distribution of Complicated Stamped Pottery in Louisiana. Paper presented at the 23rd Annual Meeting 

of the Louisiana Archaeological  
   Society, Shreveport, Louisiana.  
  
Saunders, Rebecca, and James B. Stoltman 
 1996  Production and Distribution of Complicated Stamped Pottery in Louisiana, (with James B.  

Stoltman).  Paper presented at the 52nd Annual Meeting of the Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Knoxville, 
Tennessee. 

 
Saunders, Rebecca 
 1995  Forced Reduction, Power Relations, and Culture Contact in the Missions of La Florida.  Invited Paper Presented at the 

Center for Archaeological Investigations 12th Annual Visiting Scholar Conference, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale. 
 
Saunders, Rebecca 
 1995  Progress Report on Excavations at the Hoover Site.  Paper presented at the 22nd Annual Meeting of the Louisiana 

Archaeological Society, Natchitoches, Louisiana. 
 
Saunders, Rebecca 
 1994  Model Behavior: Examples from the Mission Period in La Florida.  Paper presented in the symposium The Missions of 

Spanish Florida at the 59th Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Los Angeles, California. 
 

Saunders, Rebecca 
 1994  Swift Creek Phase Design Assemblages from Two Sites on the Georgia Coast.  Paper presented in the symposium Swift 

Creek Research in the Lower Southeast  at the 50th Annual Meeting of the Southeastern Archaeological Society, Lexington, 
Kentucky. 

 
Saunders, Rebecca 
 1994  Research Questions in the Southeastern Regional Archaeology Program.  Paper presented at 

the 21st Annual Meeting of the Louisiana Archaeological Society, New Orleans, Louisiana. 
 
Saunders, Rebecca 
 1993  Does Familiarity Breed Content?: Swift Creek Phase Design Assemblages from Two Sites on the Georgia Coast.  

Roundtable for the Discussion of Swift Creek Phase Culture, sponsored by the Lamar Institute, Macon, Georgia. 
 
Saunders, Rebecca 
 1992  Irene to San Marcos: Spanish Colonization and Guale Indian Pottery.  Paper presented in the symposium New 

Perspectives on the Spanish colonial Experience at the 25th Annual Meeting of the Society for Historical Archaeology 
Conference on Historical and Underwater Archaeology, Kingston, Jamaica. 

 
Saunders, Rebecca 
 1989  Ideal and Innovation: Spanish Mission Architecture in the Southeast.  Paper presented in the symposium Columbian 

Consequences at the 54th Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Atlanta, Georgia. 
 

Saunders, Rebecca 
 1989  Savannah and St. Johns Phase Relationships near the St. Marys River: A Frontier Perspective.  Paper presented at the 

Society for Georgia Archaeology Meetings, Douglas, Georgia. 
 

Rebecca Saunders, and Clark Spencer Larsen 
1987  The Santa Catalina de Guale  (Amelia Island) Cemeteries. Paper presented at the 44th Annual Southeastern Archaeological 

Conference, Charleston, South Carolina. 
 
Saunders, Rebecca 
1987  Investigations of the 1686-1702 Mission/Castillo of Santa Maria on Amelia Island. Paper presented at the 20th Annual 
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Saunders, Rebecca 
 1985  Ceramic Variability during the Swift Creek Phase at Kings Bay, Georgia. Paper presented at the 42nd Annual 

Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Birmingham, Alabama. 
 
Saunders, Rebecca 
 1984  Snowshoes on the Georgia Coast: Spatial variability in Swift Creek ceramics from Kings Bay.  Paper presented at 41st 

Annual Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Birmingham, Alabama. 
 
DesJean, Thomas, and Rebecca Saunders 
 1984  The Late Archaic on the Southeast  Coast.  Paper presented at the Florida Anthropological Society 36th Annual 

Meeting, West Palm Beach, Florida. 
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 Saunders, Rebecca, Laura Tanley, and Kelly Ostrom 
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	CURRICULUM VITAE
	Rebecca Saunders
	Current Position, Fall 1994-present

	Associate Curator of Anthropology, Museum of Natural Science, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA.
	Education
	B.A.: Florida State University, 1977 (Anthropology and Spanish); cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa.
	Professional Societies and Activities
	Executive Secretary, Southeastern Archaeological Conference, 2006-2010
	Outreach Committee, Southeastern Archaeological Conference
	Archaeological Society of South Carolina
	Florida Archaeological Society
	Louisiana Archaeological Society
	Society for American Archaeology
	Awards
	1977  Phi Beta Kappa, Alpha Chapter of Florida.
	1992 Charles H. Fairbanks Award ($500.00).  Department of Anthropology, University of Florida.
	2001  C.B. Moore Award, presented by the Lower Mississippi Survey, Harvard University, at the Southeastern Archaeological Conference.  Award is “For Excellence in Archaeology by a Young Scholar in Southeastern Studies.”
	Research Interests:
	Research Grants Awarded (sole PI unless indicated)
	2010-2012 National Science Foundation, Graduate Research Fellowship Program, with student Julie Ann Doucet. $121,500.
	2006 Louisiana Board of Regents. "Louisiana State University Museum of Natural Science, Creation of a Permanent Archaeological Display," Sophie Warny, Rebecca Saunders, and Steven Fullen, $129,000.
	2005  Pennington Foundation, Enhancement Grant "Louisiana State University Museum of Natural Science, Creation of a Permanent Archaeological Display,” Sophie Warney, Rebecca Saunders, and Steven R. Fullen.
	2004  Board of Supervisors, LSU system "Contested Spaces: Exploring the Guana Shell Ring Interior,” $10,000.
	2003  Louisiana State Board of Regents Support Fund.  “Enhancement of the Zooarchaeological Comparative Collection at the Museum of Natural Science, LSU,”  Rebecca Saunders, J. Van Remsen, and Mark S. Hafner,  $73,480.
	2001  South Carolina Department of Archives and History, Federal Survey and Planning Grant (National Park Service) Grant # 45-01-16441.  “Investigations into Shell Ring Function and Social Complexity at the Fig Island Site, $66,581.
	2000  NASA/John Stennis Space center.  “A Testing of Remote Sensing Methods at the Broussard Mounds Site” ($22,000). Training Grant for graduate student Benjamin S. Goodwin, second year.
	2000  Senior Research in Archaeology Program, National Science Foundation.  “Coastal Dynamics and Cultural Complexity on Choctawhatchee Bay,” Rebecca Saunders and Gregory A. Mikell,  $120,000.
	1996  National Park Service Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act Grants for Museums.  “LSUMNS NAGPRA Compliance Completion Project,” $46,440.
	Publications
	Books
	Articles in refereed journals


	Saunders, Rebecca (reprint)
	2011 Mission Period Settlement Structure: A Test of the Model at San Martin de Timucua (HA 1996 30(4):24-36). In Perspectives from Historical Archaeology: The Archaeology of Spanish Missions and Colonies in the New World.  Volume 6:268-280.
	2010 The Archaic above Choctawhatchee Bay: Hydrodynamics, Adaptation, and Abandonment.  In Trend, Tradition, and Turmoil: What Happened to the Late Archaic?, edited by David Hurst Thomas and Matthew Sanger.   Anthropological Papers of the American Mus...
	Saunders, Rebecca, John Wrenn, William Krebs, and Vaughn M. Bryant
	Other publications
	Conferences Organized

	Keynote Speaker
	2003 Monumental Architecture in the Archaic Southeast.  Keynote speaker address to the Department of Anthropology,    University of South Carolina, as part of the Annual Meeting of the Archaeological Society of South Carolina.
	Papers/Posters Presented
	Saunders, Rebecca, and Margaret Wrenn
	2011 Crafting Pottery in Early Florida: Production and Distribution. Paper presented at the 68th Annual Meeting of the Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Jacksonville.
	Saunders, Rebecca
	2010 Discussant in the symposium, Recent Research on the Poverty Point Culture. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the   Society for American Archaeology, St. Louis.
	Saunders, Rebecca
	2009 Discussant, in the Symposium, Paradise Found and Lost: Archaeology of the Western U.S. Gulf Coast.  Paper presented at the 66th Annual Meeting of the Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Mobile Alabama.
	Dennis Jones, Robbie Mann, and Rebecca Saunders
	2009 The Toncrey Site: Vanishing Evidence of Mississippian Connections on the Louisiana Gulf Coast. Paper presented at the 66th Annual Meeting of the Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Mobile Alabama.
	Byers, Stephen, and Rebecca Saunders
	2009 Biodistance between Four Louisiana Archaeological Sites Dated between 800 B.C. and A.D. 1250. Poster presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Association for Physical Anthropology.
	Timothy Schilling and Rebecca Saunders
	2008 Notes from the coast: Ongoing excavations at the Bayou Grande Chenier site.  Paper presented at the 65th Annual Meeting of the Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Charlotte, North Carolina.
	Rebecca Saunders
	2008  Finally, A Radiocarbon Date from Bayou Grande Chenier (16PL159), Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana.  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Louisiana Archaeological Society, New Orleans, Louisiana.
	Rebecca Saunders
	2006  Monuments or Middens: Shell Ring Sites on the Lower Atlantic Coast.  Invited paper presented  at the 71st Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology in the symposium New World Shellmounds and Shellmiddens: A Bicoastal Comparison.  S...
	Rebecca Saunders and Michael Russo
	2006 The Daws Island Project—2006.  Poster presented at the Annual Meeting of the Archaeological Society of South Carolina, Columbia.
	Rebecca Saunders
	2005  Shell Rings in the Late Archaic.  Paper presented at the 57th  Annual Meeting of the Florida Anthropological Society, Gainesville, Florida.
	Rebecca Saunders
	2005 Consumption Made Conspicuous: Shell Ring Communities in the Late Archaic.  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Louisiana Archaeological Society, Lafayette, Louisiana.
	Tucker, Bryan, and Rebecca Saunders
	2004  Periwinkle Punctation: More Common Than You Thought.  Poster presented at the 60th Annual Meeting of the Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Charlotte, North Carolina.
	Thacker, Paul, Rebecca Saunders, and Timothy Schilling
	2004  Mounds, Marsh Ridges, and Constructed Causeways: Landforms in the Vicinity of Bayou Grande Chenier.  Poster presented at the 60th Annual Meeting of the Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Charlotte, North Carolina.
	Saunders, Rebecca
	2004 Consumption Made Conspicuous: Shell Ring Communities in the Late Archaic.  Invited paper in the symposium Constituting Social Life and Ritual in Circular Communities Across the Americas, 69th Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeolog...
	Vasbinder, Fiona, and Rebecca Saunders
	Saunders, Rebecca
	Saunders, Rebecca
	2003 Monumental Architecture in the Archaic Southeast.  Keynote speaker address to the Department of Anthropology, University of South Carolina, as part of the Annual Meeting of the Archaeological Society of South Carolina.
	Saunders, Rebecca
	2002  Bilbo and Beyond:  The Search for Diagnostics in Fiber Tempered Pottery.  Paper presented at The William Haag Honorary Symposium, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge.
	Saunders, Rebecca
	2002  Recent Investigations at the Bayou Grand Chenier Site.  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Louisiana Archaeological Society, Baton Rouge, Louisiana
	Saunders, Rebecca
	2001 Spatial  Variation in Orange Culture Pottery: Prestige and Interaction.  Paper presented at the 66th Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, New Orleans, Louisiana.
	Saunders, Rebecca
	Saunders, Rebecca
	Saunders, Rebecca
	Saunders, Rebecca
	Saunders, Rebecca
	Saunders, Rebecca
	Saunders, Rebecca
	Saunders, Rebecca
	Saunders, Rebecca, and James B. Stoltman
	Saunders, Rebecca, and James B. Stoltman
	Saunders, Rebecca
	Saunders, Rebecca
	Saunders, Rebecca
	Saunders, Rebecca
	Saunders, Rebecca
	Saunders, Rebecca
	Saunders, Rebecca
	Saunders, Rebecca
	Saunders, Rebecca
	Saunders, Rebecca
	Saunders, Rebecca
	Saunders, Rebecca
	1997 Abstracts of the 54th Annual Meeting of the Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Bulletin 40, edited by Rebecca Saunders and Cherie Schwab.
	Selected Reports

	Saunders, Rebecca, and Kristine Bohon
	2000  Excavation at the Pink Wall Site, New Providence, Bahamas.  Report prepared for the Department of Archives, Government of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas, Nassau.
	Teaching Experience (does not include as Graduate Student)
	1994 to present.  Department of Geography and Anthropology, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

	Research in Anthropology (Anth 7999)
	1991  Instructor.  Archaeological Field School, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida.
	1987  Instructor.  Archaeological Field School, University of Florida and University of North Florida.
	1986  Instructor.  Archaeological Field School, University of North Florida.
	1985  Instructor.  Archaeological Field School, Williams College, Williamstown, Massachusetts.
	Forensic Archaeology Experience
	July 2000.  Mission Expert.  United Nations War Crimes Panel Team (Kosovo).
	July-August 1997.  Mission Expert.  United Nations War Crimes Panel Team (Bosnia).
	August-September 1996.  Mission Expert.  United Nations War Crimes Panel Team (Croatia).
	July-August 1996.  Mission Expert.  United Nations War Crimes Panel Team (Bosnia).
	February 1986.  Case FSM 2A86, Florida Museum of Natural History, Gainesville.  Dr. William R. Maples, Principal Investigator.
	April 1986.  Case FSM IC-D85, Florida Museum of Natural History, Gainesville.  Dr. William R. Maples, Principal Investigator.
	Museum Exhibit Experience
	2009-2010 Louisiana Prehistory: Exhibits in the Beecher Indian Room, Louisiana State University.
	2007  Ancient Mounds and Artifacts: Durable Reflections of Transitory Societies.  Permanent and traveling exhibits,
	Museum of Natural Science, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge.

