
GRADUATE COUNCIL MINUTES 

December 12, 2012 


The Graduate Council met at l:OOpm in 129 Himes Hall with the following members present: 
Byerly (ex officio), Day, Dow, Euba, Hirschheim, Holton, Kelso, Lemieux, Matthews, McKillop, Nardo, and 
Reeve (ex officio). Absent members were Gaunt, Liu, Neff, and Spivey. 

Minutes of November 13, 2012 

Minutes were approved for the November 13, 2012 meeting. Kelso moved for approval, Hirschheim 
seconded, and the motion was carried. 

Dean's Report 

Council Members: Byerly thanked the council members for their service. He recognized Gaunt, 
Hirschheim, and Holton for their service. Day was recognized as the chair for 2012. The council elected a 
new chair for 2013. Day nominated Kelso, Nardo seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

Certificate Programs: The Board of Regents and Board of Supervisors have reviewed drafts of the 
certificate programs in Mass Communication and Materials Science. No response from the BOR or BOS; 
however, they do want to establish certificate programs. The process is taking longer than expected. 

Thesis/Dissertation Policies: The thesis/dissertation policies of 20 universities were reviewed. Once a 
document has been approved, no one allowed changes to be made once published. If an error needs to 
be corrected, a page needs to be added to correct the error and specify the page number of the error. 
The Graduate School is not in the business to make substantive changes after approved by the faculty 
and Graduate School. Byerly stated that the policy to not allow changes should not be changed. The only 
reason to change should be if legal, public health or public safety issues are involved. In that case, the 
document should be taken off of the website with a notice that it was removed. Byerly noted that the 
redacted material and page should be behind the title page. Current requests are being submitted for 
changes years after the document has been published. 

PS-45: PS-45 needs to reflect the way the university operates. A proposal is submitted to the Course and 
Curricula Committee which goes through the Faculty Senate's course and curricula committee. The final 
step is to the Office of Academic Affairs or the Board of Supervisors/Board of Regents. Concerns 
regarding 







New Business 

ECE non-thesis changes: The requirement that a comprehensive exam for MS non-thesis 
students will be removed. The new requirement consists of 36 credits of coursework plus a 
written project report and an oral exam administered by a three-member committee. The 36 
credit hours include three credits of a project course. Holton moved for approval, Hirschheim 
seconded, and motion was passed. 

Executive Session 

Standing Committee Reports 

Promotion and Tenure Committee: Almost 90 cases were reviewed during the fall 
semester. Votes of the subcommittee were recorded along with the dean's 
recommendations and returned back to HRM and the Provost for review. 

Graduate Faculty: The subcommittee recommended approval for the nominations as 
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