
2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Bhawana Acharya | Plant, Environmental, and Soil Sciences 
Nitrogen and Water Effect on Corn 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: Master's 

Major College: College of Agriculture 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Tri Setiyono, PhD 

Charlotte Adams | Biology 
Elucidating the roles of four RhoGEFs in the development of the Drosophila salivary gland 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: Master's 

Major College: College of Science 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: SeYeon Chung, PhD 

 

Windsor Adcox | 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Frank Agyei | Curriculum and Instruction (Curriculum Studies) 
A Reflection on Curriculum in Ghana via Engagement with Tyler's (1970) Basic Principles of Curriculum & Instruction 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Human Sciences and Education 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Molly Quinn, PhD 

 

 

Abd-El-Monsif Ahmed | Computational Biology 
DDX3 role in regulation of translation during stress 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Science 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Anastasios Vourekas, PhD 

 

Syed Monjur Ahmed | Chemistry 
Effect of Halogenated Organic Precursors on EPFR Formation on Transition Metal Oxides 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Science 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Robert Cook, PhD 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Tamer Ali Ali | Geophysics 
Quantitative identification of lithofacies by integrating different geophysical data 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Science 

Presentation Format: Oral 

Faculty Mentor: Juan Lorenzo, PhD 

 

 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Farshad Amani | Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Quantum-







2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Ashlyn Barclay | Mass Communication 
'We demand answers, solutions, and results': A comparative discourse analysis of institutional versus student 
responses to a local sexual violence crisis. 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: Master's 

Major College: Manship School of Mass Communication 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Fanny Ramirez, PhD 

 

 

Rhonda Bardales | Social Work 
Empirically Tested Interventions for Death Anxiety in the United States: A Systematic Review 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Human Sciences and Education 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Scott Wilks, PhD 

 

Kimberly Bartenfelder | English Literature 
Robert Jones Jr.'s The Prophets: Catalyzing Zakiyyah Iman Jackson's "Plasticity" 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Michael Bibler, PhD 

 

 

 

 

 

 





2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Biraj Bhattarai | Communication Sciences and Disorders 
Measuring cognitive workload variations using fNIRS: a scoping review 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Presentation Format: Oral 

Faculty Mentor: Bijoyaa Mohapatra, PhD 

 

 

Shanta Biswas | Macromolecular Chemistry 
Effects of Crowding Agents on the Complex Coacervation of Macromolecules 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Science 

Presentation Format: Oral 

Faculty Mentor: Amy Xu, PhD 

 

Rachael Blair | Medical Physics 
Implementation and validation of a lung x-ray interferometry imaging system 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: Master's 

Major College: College of Science 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Kenneth (Kip) Matthews, PhD 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Sarah Bodenstein | Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Integrating germplasm repositories into oyster aquaculture systems at the Pathway, Center, and Network Levels 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Agriculture 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Terrence Tiersch, PhD 

 

 

Piper Bordes | Psychology - Cognitive & Brain Sciences 
Severe Weather Events and Health-Related Quality of Life: Does Age Matter? 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Katie Cherry, PhD 

 

Luis Briceno-Mena | Chemical Engineering 
Hybrid Modeling for Electrochemical Processes 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: 

 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Devin Bureau | Choral Conducting 
Lili Boualnger's Clairières dans le ciel 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: Master's 

Major College: College of Music and Dramatic Arts 

Presentation Format: Performance/Reading 

Faculty Mentor: Mara Gibson, PhD 

 

 

Samantha Camarda | Geography 
Translation Speed Influence on Tropical Cyclone Surge Storm Generation Along the Gulf of Mexico Coast 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: Master's 

Major College: College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Jill Trepanier, PhD 

 

Dillon Cao | Organic Chemistry 
Computer-Aided Drug Design of Bakuchiol-inspired Liver X Receptor α Modulators 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Joseph Casselberry | Music Education 
Active versus Passive Motivational Orientations in Peer-









2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Keilah Davis | Physics 
Upgrading ANASEN for a 18Ne(α,p)21Na direct measurement 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Science 

Presentation Format: Oral 

Faculty Mentor: Catherine Deibel, PhD 

 

 

Tatiana De Maio | Writing and Culture 
Mystery Project: In Between and Beyond: Borders, Attunements, and Dimensions in the Discursive Realities of Writing 
and Culture with Derrida, Foucault, Deleuze, and Anzaldúa 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Presentation Format: Oral 

Faculty Mentor: Chris Barrett, PhD 

 

Grant Debevec | Medical Physics 





2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Simran Dhingra | Doctoral Program in Chemistry 
Synthesis and Characterisation of BODIPY-TKI conjugates 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Ethan Doherty | Entomology 
Stored rice varietal resistance towards insects and the mechanisms at work 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College༱TEM



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Anamika Dristi | Watershed Science 
Cultural Carbon Export to the Gulf of Mexico from the Mississippi River 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: Master's 

Major College: College of Agriculture 

Presentation Format: Oral 

Faculty Mentor: Yi Jun Xu, PhD 

 

 

Maggie Duplantier | Counselor Education 
An Analysis of ROTC Students’ Perception of Leadership Based on Yukl’s Hierarchical Taxonomy of Leadership Behavior 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: Master's 

Major College: College of Human Sciences and Education 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Leslie Blanchard, PhD 

 

Ibrahim Elnaml | Transportation Engineering 
Incorporating Environmental Impact Analysis into Louisiana's Balanced Asphalt Mixture Design 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Engineering 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Louay Mohammad, PhD 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Hope Eseose | 





2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Austin Franklin | Experimental Music & Digital Media 
PnP Maxtools: Autonomous Parameter Control in MaxMSP Utilizing MIR Algorithms 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Music and Dramatic Arts 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Jesse Allison, PhD 

 

Adronisha Frazier | Curriculum and Instruction 
A Comprehensive Literature Review on the Student Perspective of Open Educational Resources in Community College 
Biology Courses 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Human Sciences and Education 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Margaret-Mary Sulentic Dowell, PhD 

 

Richard Garcia | Plant Biology 
New insights on genetic regulation of roots under salt stress via microRNA and their potential targets in extremophyte 
relative of Arabidopsis 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Science 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Maheshi Dassanayake, PhD 

 

 

 

 

 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Jeremy Gdaniec | Woodwind Performance 
American Midlife - A Reflection on the State of Modern Society 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Music and Dramatic Arts 

Presentation Format: Performance/Reading 

Faculty Mentor: Cecilia Kang, PhD 

 

 

Santosh Ghimire | Civil and Environmental Engineering 
Past hurricane performance of above-ground storage tanks and their future risk considering sea level rise and 
subsidence scenarios 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: Master's 

Major College: College of Engineering 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Sabarethinam Kameshwar, PhD 

 

Shimul Ghosh | Civil Engineering (Environmental Engineering) 
Quantifying public health risks of poor on-site sanitation in Louisiana: A QMRA approach 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Engineering 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Aaron Bivins, PhD 
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(listed alph



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

J.P. Grundhoefer | Chemistry 
Investigating the Effect of Confinement of Electrocatalysts in Anionic Metal-Organic Cages 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Science 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Noemie Elgrishi, PhD 

 

 

Andre Guimaraes | Physics 
Comparison of GstLAL Performance in Gaussian and LIGO Data 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Science 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Gabriela Gonzalez, PhD 

 

Shaopan Guo | Electrical Engineering 
Optimal Re-Sequencing of Connected and Autonomous Electric Vehicles in Battery SOC-Aware Platooning 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Engineering 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Xiangyu Meng, PhD 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Bethany Hager | Leadership and Human Resource Development 
Living Beyond Loss: An Analysis of Social Media Posts of Women Returning to Work after Losing Their Spouse 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Human Sciences and Education 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Oliver Crocco, PhD 

 

 

Omaima Hajjami | LHRD 
International Arab Teaching Assistants and Intercultural Competence Challenges 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Human Sciences and Education 

Presentation Format: Oral 

Faculty Mentor: Sunyoung Park, PhD 

 

Fatimah Hakeem | Textiles, Apparel Design, and Merchandising 
Beyond Abaya 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Agriculture 

Presentation Format: Visual Display 

Faculty Mentor: Sibei Xia, PhD 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Fatimah Hakeem | Textiles, Apparel Design, and Merchandising 
Talisman 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Agriculture 

Presentation Format: Visual Display 

Faculty Mentor: Sibei Xia, PhD 

 

 

Fatimah Hakeem | Technology in Apparel Design 
THUNDER 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Agriculture 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Casey Stannard, PhD 

 

Dewan Mohammad Enamul 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

William Hawkins | Journalism 
Sound and Fury: The Power of Audio Storytelling 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: Master's 

Major College: Manship School of Mass Communication 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Asha Winfield, PhD 

 

 

Xuxian He | Chemistry 
Development of bis-diimide scaffold as a new receptor for selective lithium-ion binding 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Elizabeth Heintz | Exercise Physiology 
Sex-Specific Effects of Thermoneutral Housing and NASH Diet on Liver Outcomes in Mice 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Human Sciences and Education 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Brian Irving, PhD 

 

 

Robert Herman | Chemistry 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Holly Honore | Cosmetic Science 
L'Orella: A Virtual Metaverse Shopping Mall (L'Oreal Brandstorm 2023 Presentation) 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: Master's 

Major College: College of Science 

Presentation Format: Oral 

Faculty Mentor: Zakiya Wilson-Kennedy, PhD 

Chien-I Hsu | Nutrition and Food Science 
Carboxyl methyl cellulose (CMC) biodegradable biopolymer coating containing rosemary oil extract to reduce E. coli 
O157:H7 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Agriculture 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: subramaniam sathivel, PhD 

 

Long Huang | Computer Science 
Solving Puzzle Challenges with Implicit Palm Contact Responses for Mobile User Authentication 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of EngineeቂĀ







2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Matthew Jimenez | Cognitive and Brain Sciences 
Jazz vs. Classical: Recognition Memory for Genre-specific Melodies 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: David Saccardi, PhD 

 

 

Alana Johnson | Acting 
Stand up for Girl Power 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: Master's 

Major College: College of Music and Dramatic Arts 

Presentation Format: Performance/Reading 

Faculty Mentor: Rockford Sandsom, PhD 

 

Christopher Johnson | 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Soheil Kafiliveyjuyeh | Media and Public 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Seonwoo Kim | Media & Public Affairs 
Solidarity action and misunderstanding correction stories to reduce Black-Asian conflicts: Evidence from two 
experiments 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: Manship School of Mass Communication 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Raymond Pingree, PhD 

 

 

Katherine Kinamore | Curriculum and Instruction- Early Childhood Education 
Video Analysis and Professional Development 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Human Sciences and Education 

Presentation Format: Oral 

Faculty Mentor: Cynthia DiCarlo, PhD 

 

Courtney Klee | Architecture 
How did the implementation of the Federal-



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Seth Knievel | Communication Studies  
Southern Sapphics: Accessing and Advancing Southern Queer Archives 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Travis Brisini, PhD 

 

 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listĀ



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

John Le | Pathobiological Sciences 
NLRP10 Inflammasome Modulates Host Defense During Pneumonia 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: School of Veterinary Medicine 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Samithamby Jeyaseelan, PhD 

 

 

Alexander Lee | Comparative Biomedical Sciences 
Development of a Low Cost, 3D Printable Canine Prosthetic 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: School of Veterinary Medicine 

Presentation Format: Oral 

Faculty Mentor: Michelle Osborn, PhD 

 

Jiyoung Lee | Geography 
Identify the Characteristics of Crime 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Schyler Lee | Entomology 
Field testing commercial entomopathogens for control of sweetpotato weevil, Cylas formicarius elegantulus 
(Summers) 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: Master's 

Major College: College of Agriculture 

Presentation Format: Oral 

Faculty Mentor: Jeffrey Davis, PhD 

 

Brandon Leviskas | Biological Sciences-Neuroscience 
CFTR and Syntaxin-1A interact in chick retinal amacrine cells 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Science 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Evanna Gleason, PhD 

 

Shucong Lin | Entomology 
Calling, mating, and reproductive behaviors of lab-adapted and field-collected Helicoverpa zea in presence and 
absence of cannibalism and host plants 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Agriculture 

Presentation Format: Oral 

Faculty Mentor: Fangneng Huang, PhD 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Gabriella Lindsay | Information Science 
Embroidery as Information 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: Master's 

Major College: College of Human Sciences and Education 

Presentation Format: Art Show 

Faculty Mentor: Boryung Ju, PhD 

 

 

Jianshu Liu | Computer Science 
Coordinating Fast Concurrency Adapting with Autoscaling for SLO-Oriented Web Applications 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Engineering 

Presentation Format: Oral 

Faculty Mentor: Qingyang Wang, PhD 

 

Sujun Liu | Merchandising 
Fashion Resale in China: an Overview 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Agriculture 

Presentation Format: Oral 

Faculty Mentor: Chunmin Lang, PhD 

 

 

 

 

 

 





2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alph



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Ivan Martínez-Espinoza | Pathobiological Sciences 





2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alph



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Nathan Mitchell | Chemistry 
Investigation of the Functionalization of Iron Porphyrins and its Effect on Redox Flow Batteries and CO2 Electrolyzers 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Science 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Noémie Elgrishi, PhD 

 

 

Mohamed Mohamed | Civil and Environmental Engineering 
Developing a Fuel Savings Performance Function for Truck Platooning: Insights for Sustainable Transportation 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM

 









2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Sunday Negedu | Biochemistry 
Investigating Drosophila BEAF insulator protein roles in transcription: promoter activation and mediation of long-
range enhancer-promoter communication 
 

 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Kritee Niroula | Human Nutrition 
Measuring the prevalence of Food Insecurity among International Students at Louisiana State University 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Agriculture 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Erin McKinley, PhD 

 

 

Elaine Nkwocha | Biological Sciences 
The regulatory effects of BifR on the fitness and physiology of Burkholderia thailandensis 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Science 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Anne Grove, PhD 

 

Sebastian Oloo | Chemistry 
S







2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Abhishek Pandit | Cancer Biology 
Deleting Caveolin-1 In Epithelial Cells Increases Doxorubicin Sensitivity in Advanced Stage of Breast Cancer 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Brandy Perkins | Analytical Chemistry 
MALDI Imaging Using GUMBOS Matrices 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree P



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Kwabena Poku-Agyemang | Geology and Geophysics 
Grain coordination numbers, and granular texture from Micro X-ray tomography of angular sands: Velocity 
predictions using Hertz-Mindlin Theory 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: Master's 

Major College: College of Science 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Juan Lorenzo, PhD 

 

 

Kassidy Porche | Biological Engineering 
In vitro post-translationaŭ

�/�v���À�]�š� ���v�}�v���m



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Stephanie Karen Ramos | Plant Pathology 
Developing tools for integrated management of Cercospora leaf blight on soybean across the mid-South 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: Master's 

Major College: College of Agriculture 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Sara Thomas-Sharma, PhD 

 

 

Karen Renninger-Rojas | Oceanography and Coastal Science 
Assessing the Potential of SMART Subsea Cables for Monitoring Essential Ocean Variables 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: Master's 

Major College: College of the Coast and Environment 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Cheryl Harrison, PhD 

 

Terri Ricks | Leadership & Human Resource Development 
Poverty training for social services workers: An explanatory mixed methods study on how poverty training can impact 
attitudes toward poverty leading to more effective service delivery outcomes. 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Khaleda Chowdhury Rinee | Chemistry 
Characterizing the porous micro structure of aluminum-based adjuvant using Small angle scattering (SAS) 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Science 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Amy Xu, PhD 

 

 

Victoria Rittell | Macromolecular Chemistry 
Time Makes the mAb Grow Fonder: Effects of Aging on NISTmAb Solution Stability with Various Excipients 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Science 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Amy Xu, PhD 

 

Olivia Romaguera | Mass Communication 









2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Tonmoy Sarker | Electrical Engineering 
Vision-based Perception for Connected and Autonomous Vehicles (CAVs) 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Engineering 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Xiangyu Meng, PhD 

 

 

Siavash Sarrafan | Mechanical Engineering 









2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Alex Stackhouse | Pathobiological Sciences 
Polyunsaturated Fatty Acids: Host-derived Molecules That Kill Staphylococcus aureus. 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: School of Veterinary Medicine 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Willaim Beavers, PhD 

 

 

James Stampley | School of Kinesiology 
Effects of Resistance Training with Low-Intensity Physical Activity on Muscle Oxidative Capacity in Older Adults 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM





2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Morgan Strzynski | Textiles, Apparel Design, and Merchandising 
Irish Crochet Lace: A History of a Handmade Commodity 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: Master's 

Major College: College of Agriculture 

Presentation Format: Visual Display 

Faculty Mentor: Michael Mamp, PhD 

 

 

Kameron Sullivan | Physics 
Post-





2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Miya Tate | Social Work and Public Health (Dual Degree) 
Exploring the Impact of Age on Mental Health in Black Adults: Health Access as a Protector Factor 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: Master's 

Major College: College of Human Sciences and Education 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Shawndaya Thrasher, PhD 

 

 

Amir Teimouri | Materials Science and Engineering 
Experimental and numerical investigation on the effect of core-shell microcapsule sizes on mechanical properties of 
microcapsule-based polymers. 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Engineering 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Guoqiang Li, PhD 

 

Maya Tessler | Oceanography 
Modeled last millennium ocean response to volcanism 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: Master's 

Major College: College of the Coast and Environment 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Cheryl Harrison, PhD 

 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Shriya Thakkar | Sociology 
"Bollywood Provides Bread, At least Doesn't Abandon Women After Rape": India in the Time of #MeToo 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Presentation Format: Oral 

Faculty Mentor: Kevin Smiley, PhD 

 

 

Trai Thomas | Design (Cultural Preservation) 
If You Can't Take the Heat

��

 Ifopic Area: IfESHIf  



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Joshua Thompson | English 
Mystery Project: Mystical Poetics: Languages of Divinity 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Presentation Format: Oral 

Faculty Mentor: Chris Barrett, PhD 

 

 

Farshid Torabian | Design 
The significance of occupant behavior adaptability in achieving net-zero residential architecture in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Art and Design 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Amirhosein Jafari, PhD 

 

Huu Dat Tran | Media and Public Affairs 
"To swipe, or not to swipe": Exploring the uses and gratifications of dating applications among young adults of the 
LGBTIQ+ community 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: Manship School of Mass Communication 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Meghan Sanders, PhD 

 

 

 

 

 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Julian Traphagan | Geology & Geophysics 
Late Miocene Uplift History of the Tibetan Plateau: Compound-Specific Isotope Analysis (CSIA) of Terrestrial Leaf Wax 
n-Alkanes Preserved in Marine Sediments 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Science 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Guangsheng Zhuang, PhD 

 

 

Ba-Anh-Tu (Tu) Truong | Mass Communication 
We are All in This Together: Government Involvement in Multinational Company's Corporate Social Responsibility 
Initiatives for A Better Vietnam 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: Master's 

Major College: Manship School of Mass Communication 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Meghan Sanders, PhD 

 

Carondalette Turner | Human Resource and Leadership Development 
Understanding the Impact of Participating in Gambling Activities have on Women 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Agriculture 

Presentation Format: Oral 

Faculty Mentor: Michael Burnett, PhD 

 

 

 

 

 

 





2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Katy Venable | Biomedical Sciences 
Blueberry Supplementation for Depression and Anxiety in a Rural Louisiana Population 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: School of Veterinary Medicine 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Charles Lee, PhD 

 

Vishakha Vishwakarma | Biological Sciences 
Ubiquitous and tissue-specific G protein-coupled receptors work together to fine-tune extracellular signal during 
tubular organ formation 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: �Āe偯Ĝ of 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Qinqin Wang | Media & Public Affairs 
Is There a Balance Between the U.S. Government Secrecy Regime and Free Speech Rights of Government Employees? 
The Legal Landscape of the U.S. Government Control of Information 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: Manship School of Mass Communication 

Presentation Format: Oral 

Faculty Mentor: Will Mari, PhD 

 

 

Ruxin Wang | Cyber Security and Privacy 
Enhancing Kiosk Systems Security by Verifying the Smartphone User's Gripping Hand Geometry 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Engineering 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Chen Wang, PhD 

 

Shanki Amaya Wanni Arachchige Don | Planetary Geobiology 
Characterizing Weathering Processes of Carbonatites in Sri Lanka for Martian Geologic Context 
 

 
Topic Area: STEM        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Science 

Presentation Format: Oral 

Faculty Mentor: Suniti Karunatillake, PhD 

 

 

 

 

 

 





2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Matthew Wood | Musicology 
Perpetual Purgatory: Lamennais' religious influence on the philosophy and music of Franz Liszt 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Teye Yevuyibor | Sociology 
"Oh yes! I earn enough": Examining the activities that establish Agency in Scrap Dealing in Urban Ghana 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Presentation Format: Oral 

Faculty Mentor: Kevin T. Smiley, PhD 

 

 

Seunghwan Yoo | Sociology 
When It Comes to Abortion, Who Is a Person? The Opposing Depictions of Women and Babies in Fox News and 
MSNBC Media From 2009 to 2020. 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Heather 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Jake Zawlacki | Creative Writing 
Kazakh Poet Akhmet Baitursynuly's "Masa" 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: 



2023 LSU Graduate Research Conference Presenters 
(listed alphabetically by last name) 

Zeliu Zheng | Geography 
Spatial Behavior of Hospital Visits by Hand, Foot, and Mouth Disease Patients in Nanchang, China 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Fahui Wang, PhD 

 

 

Fangyue Zou | Sociology 
Conspiracy Theories During the COVID-19 Pandemic 
 

 
Topic Area: MESH        

Degree Pursued: PhD 

Major College: College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Presentation Format: Poster 

Faculty Mentor: Wesley Shrum, PhD 

 

 

 

 

 


