Friends of Hilltop Arboretum Native Plant Designation:
Definitions, Methodology, and Procedure

Marcia Hardy, Jenneke Visser, and Virginia Gardner

/68-V +LIRS $UERUHIXP KDV D IRQJ-standing interest in the native plants of Louisiana, beginning
with native plantings by founder Emory Smith and continuing with the installation of a native prairie
meadow, educational programs and sale of native plants. The purpose of this document is to
provide the definitions and methodology used by Hilltop in designating plants offered for sale as
native to Louisiana on plant labels and signs. Each individual plant is sold with an identifying label,
while signs are located with each grouping of the same species and provide photographs and
LQIRUPDILRQ RQ WKH VSHFLHV: SUHIHUWHG JURZLQJ FRQGLILRQV

No single definitive source on native plants exists. The field is constantly changing as are scientific
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http://lnps.org/

Table 1. Classification of plants offered for sale at Hilltop.

Status Description

LA Native Species native to Louisiana

LA Native Cultivar Louisiana plant species bred or selected for improved shape, color,
size, etc.

Native US Plant native to the US, but not documented as native in Louisiana

Native US Cultivar US plant species bred or selected for improved shape, color, size, etc.

Introduced Plant not native to the US

Undetermined

Hybrids between native and introduced plants

Taking the above into consideration, multiple sources are used i
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https://www.itis.gov/servlet/SingleRpt/SingleRpt
http://plants.usda.gov/
https://www.wildflower.org/
http://www.rnr.lsu.edu.plantid/

d. S Wasowski and A Wasowski. 2020. Revised Edition. Gardening with Native Plants
of the South  /\RQV 3UHW *XUWIRUG &7 6HH ~1DILYH SDQJHu VHFILRQ IRV HDFK
plant. Good for up-to-date scientific names. Includes trees, shrubs, vines,
groundcovers, ferns flowers, grasses and sedges, water plants.

e. 7KH OLWRXU %RIDQLFD0 *DUGHQ-V ZHEVLIH LQFIXGHV QXPHURXV QDILYH SIDQW
cultivars
(http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/plantfinder/plantfindersearch.aspx).

f.  The website http://www.wilflowersearch.org/ is useful for identification of
donated plants offered for sale. Its search criteria can be restricted to Louisiana
(recommended) and are based on plant type and characteristics rather than name.
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http://www.wilflowersearch.org/

