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EXPLORE. LEARN. ENJOY.







Letter from the Living Collectons Manager

The last few months of Hilltop site work can be summed into the words, habits and habitats. The many plants
making up a functonal diversity at Hilltop present a great place for individuals and groups to study plant habit. A
more formal study reveals larger habitats like the pond, meadow, ravine and forest edge. With these we are startng
to see plants appear in distnct areas around Hilltop and are collected into a site based natve plant document,
which twenty LSU students are working together on.

Past LSU faculty have supported the idea of the cross-

curriculum courses that would explore these possibilites for §
site based work in the form of a natve outdoor lab. This will |
hopefully also meet the goal of experimental test plots and a ™
permanent studio. :

There are endless positve interactons of the students and

friends of Hilltop in their relatonship-building commitment to %
share a natve plant passion. | will contnue to implore maximum
observatons and documentaton so we can be leaders in the &
space.

William Reinhardt

We’ve had a season of planning and progress here at Hilltop!

The wood decking surrounding the pond has been fully replaced by LSU
and is again safe for walking. A sub-surface bubbling aeraton system
is being installed by consultants, LA Pond Management, in an efort to
rejuvenate our pond and prolong the life of its inhabitants. Following this
work, staf will work with Newton Landscape Group and Reed Hilderbrand
on an updated plantng plan for the pond perimeter.

We have been encouraged by the responsiveness of LSU to our site and
maintenance needs and have enjoyed building relatonships with the
various departments. Repairs to our roof skylights were recently made
by LSU afer being damaged in one of our strong summer storms. LSU
Police have increased their nighttme patrol at Hilltop and are working
with us on a comprehensive site security soluton. This winter, audio
visual equipment will be purchased through LSU and installed in Hilltop’s
Library to make the space more viable for business meetngs and other
rentals. Also new to Hilltop’s Library and Auditorium are WiFi upgrades.
Last but not least, beginning November 1, Hilltop will receive a full roof
replacement, fully funded and managed by LSU, with the oversight of
+One Architects. We are grateful for LSU’s support and prioritzaton of
our site!

A longtme project in the works, honey bees have arrived at Hilltop.
Tucked behind the amphitheater in the hedgerow bufer zone are four bee
colonies managed through a partnership with the Capital Area Beekepers
Associaton. On December 2, as part of the Emory Smith Legacy project,
volunteers will assist with plantng several natve trees to extend our
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Hilltop Rentals: Versatlity with a View @

Would you like to get away from the o¥ce for a meetng or retreat? Would you like to be surrounded by tranquil
nature at your small outdoor wedding? The LSU Hilltop Arboretum may be the venue for you. Our award-winning
facility was designed by Lake|Flato Architects of San Antonio, Texas. Beautful views include blooming natve
meadows, a pond with a wooden boardwalk, and a formal courtyard with pineland savannah shrubs, wildfowers
and trees. Hilltop is an ideal locaton for those who enjoy the beauty and serenity of nature.

The Imo Brown Complex includes the following meetng spaces:

Cherry Owens Library — a small, well-lit meetng room, seats 22
Margaret Holmes Brown Pavilion — a covered open-air space overlooking the pond and site

Beverly Brown Coates Auditorium — a large, mult-purpose space, seats 50, layout optons below

Facility Rental Informaton can be found on our website. Please contact us to schedule an appointment for a tour.

Looking Ahead: Discover Nature Lecture Series

Through a partnership with the Louisiana Master Naturalist of Greater Baton Rouge (LMNGBR) we are proud to
ofer these excitng Discover Nature programs featuring local and natonal experts who are in touch with nature
and are eager to share their experiences. All programs are held in the Beverly Brown Coates Auditorium at Hilltop.
For students and Hilltop and LMNGBR members, the fee is $10 per program; $15 for non-members.

Can’t Beat ‘Em? Eat ‘Em! - November 28, 2023
Chef Philippe Parola

Lewis & Clark: A Culinary Journey - January 20, 2024
Chef Katherine Gividen, CEC

Purple Martns, Brazilian Exploratons - February 27, 2024
Krista Adams, Purple Martn Conservaton Initatve

Plants for Birds - March 26 , 2024
Jane Paterson, BR Audubon Society

Louisiana Herb Journal - April 23, 2024
Corinne Martn, Clinical Herbalist

Monarchs, Migraton and Milkweed - Tuesday, May 28, 2024
Linda Auld, NOLA Bug Lady

Save the Date: 2024 Friends of Hilltop Annual Symposium

Revoluton Natves!

Saturday, January 27, 2024, 9 am - 2 pm
Featuring: Larry Weaner, Dr. Malcolm Vidrine, Dr. Charles Allen, Swamp Fly Natve Landscapes
EBRP Main Branch Library Conference Room

What does it mean to live in a liberated landscape? Have you ever wondered how to make the shif from
traditonal garden design to ecological landscape design but are scared to ditch the weeding and watering?
Join us at the 2024 Annual Symposium where we explore what it means to have a successful garden- one that
is rewarding, stmulatng, and environmentally friendly- and how the incorporaton of natves into the designed
landscape can change the way you think about what a garden should do and be.

Larry Weaner will share his knowledge on environmental science and the traditons of garden design, expanding
on his book, Garden Revoluton: How Our Landscapes Can Be a Source of Environmental Change. Dr. Vidrine and
Dr. Allen will take us on their journey of ‘Re-wilding Acadiana’ and explore what it means to act in a manner that
curbs foreseeable impacts of global climate change while living in Louisiana. Swamp Fly will provide insight on
the creaton and maintenance of residental landscapes that bring ecological wonder and sensorial beauty while
providing nourishment and connectvity to the non-human world.

Afer presentatons, we will host an interactve panel discussion and welcome questons from partcipants.
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Children’s Bookshelf
In memory of Paula Dillemuth

With more than 40 fun, interestng, and informatve nature books, our Children’s Bookshelf contains fcton and non-
fcton ttles about trees, nature, plants, animals, bugs, gardening, ponds, woods, and all things Hilltop.

The books are located in the Hilltop Gif Shop and are available for you and your children to enjoy while visitng the
grounds during business hours. So pack a picnic lunch, stop by the Gif Shop, pick up a couple of books, and enjoy
an afernoon under the trees or by the pond. You will be glad you did.

We want to thank all those who have contributed to this special collecton. If you would like to contribute to our
Children’s Bookshelf, please let us know!

NOW BACK! Junior Master Gardener Kids Camp
Monday, November 20 — Tuesday, November 21, 2023, 9am — 1pm
$50 Members/ $85 Non-Members (Non-Member Rate Includes an Annual Membership)

Junior Master Gardener (JMG) is a get your hands in the dirt program developed by the University Cooperatve
Extension Network that introduces young gardeners (ages 7-10) to the fun, art, and science of gardening. Your
children will be “digging” the hands-on garden projects, gardening crafs, container herb garden, and hikes to
collect treasures from nature on the beautful grounds of the LSU Hilltop Arboretum. Children who complete the fall
“Thanksgiving” week camp will earn two Junior Master Gardener chapter pins. Nutritonal snacks will be provided.
Parents will provide a brown bag lunch and drink.

JMG will be ofered three tmes a year: in the fall (two-day Thanksgiving Camp), spring (two-day Easter Camp) and
summer (third week of June) from 9am-1pm.

Thank you to the Louisiana Master Gardeners of East Baton Rouge Parish for providing support for the program.

Register here!

Our volunteers are the driving force behind Hilltop, and we believe this is a place for everyone. Their eforts not only
bring in additonal funding for Hilltop, they also save Hilltop thousands of dollars in the process. We are so grateful
for our volunteer family!

Hodge Podge Nursery — This dedicated group of volunteers is the lifeline of the Hodge Podge nursery. Working hard
on Wednesdays from 9am - 12pm pottng plants, weeding, watering, researching natves, tracking plant inventory,
making plant ID signs, and ataching pricing tags, this group also does a wonderful job of keeping spirits high. Let’s
not forget the weekly newsletter and weekly contributon of delicious potluck treats!

Emory Smith Tree Plantng - Thanks to generous Emory Smith Legacy Fund contributons, Hilltop’s staf and
volunteers were able to gather for two volunteer plantng days to plant several trees to honor of Mr. Smith’s legacy.

PlantFest! and Spring Fling Plant Sales — Not only are there volunteer plant experts, tally instructors, gif shop and
Yarden sales people, and cashiers during the sale days, our volunteers put in an exorbitant amount of efort prior to
the sales. The Plant Selecton Commitee diligently works to select the right plants for customers’ needs. Volunteers
inventory plants, make lists of tags needed, and print and atach plant tags by the thousands. Did you know that ONE
dedicated volunteer researches and makes ALL of our plant ID signs? Volunteers also water plants daily, pick up plant
orders in Texas, unload plant orders, set up tents, tables, and chairs, and direct trafc. Volunteers contact vendors
and coordinate Vendor Village set up under the pavilion. Just two volunteers intake, clean and price all Yarden Sale
donatons prior to settng up and selling. Let’s not forget take down!
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Volunteers Needed
Sign up here!
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