Children’s Acquisition of Variable Grammar

Child language research has traditionally focused on aspects of grammar that are fixed or
invariant. For example, in English we say | ate the apple, but not Ate I the apple with the
grammatical subject ‘I’ after the verb “ate’. Yet many grammatical patterns are in fact

variable. For example, in Spanish, subject pronouns can be expressed or omitted, e.g., yo

comi la manzana ~ comi la manzana both mean ‘I ate the apple
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