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EDUCATION 

 

Ph.D., Government, The University of Texas at Austin, 2024 

 - Political Theory, Comparative Politics 

 - Dissertation Title: The Charisma Conundrum 

 - Dissertation Committee: Lorraine Pangle (chair), Devin Stauffer, Kurt Weyland, Nate 

Gilmore, Jeremi Suri  

  

M.A., Government, The University of Texas at Austin, 2022 

- Thesis: “The Lure of Leadership: Lessons from Plutarch on the Nature of an 

Exceptional Statesman” 

 

B.A., Political Science and Classics, Kenyon College, 2019  

 - Phi Beta Kappa, summa cum laude with high honors in Political Science 

 - Honors thesis: “‘See Plato Soaring Upward’: How Montaigne’s Criticism of Platonic 

 Rhetoric, When Compared to Plato’s Use of Rhetoric in the Gorgias, Illuminates Their 

 Political Philosophical Views” 

 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

 

Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Louisiana State University, 2024-present 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

Peer-Reviewed Articles: 

Davis, Emily A. 2023. “A New Perspective on Machiavellian Leadership.” Political Research 

 Quarterly 76(4): 1805–1813. https://doi.org/10.1177/10659129231180190. 

 

Under Review: 

Davis, Emily A. “Ambition and Its Perils in Plutarch’s Life of Caesar.” Revised and resubmitted 

 to Political Science Reviewer. 

 

Book Reviews: 

Davis, Emily A. 2021. Review of Birth of the State: The Place of the Body in Crafting Modern  

Politics, Charlotte Epstein. For the Genealogies of Modernity Project. 

 

Davis, Emily A. 2020. Review of The Life of Alcibiades: Dangerous Ambition and the Betrayal 

 of Athens, Jacqueline de Romilly. Interpretation 46(3): 579–585. 
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 Other Publ icati ons:  Davis, Emil y A. 2023. �³�µ �7�K�H�� �,�Q�F �D�O�F�X�O�D�E�O�H���(�O�H�P �H�Q �W�¶�����$�Q�F�L�H�Q�W�� �,�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L �R�Q�V���I �R�U���0�R�G�H�U�Q���6�H�F�X �U�L�W�\  �3�U�R�E�O�H�P�V���´���)�R�U���W�K�H�� Andr ew W. Ma rshall Paper Pr izes. Avail able at htt ps:/ /www.andrewwma rshall foundati on.org/l ibrary/the -inc alculable -elem ent-ancient -innovginats-for-moHean -security -problems/ .   Davis, Emil y A. 2020. �³�-�D�Q�H���$�X�V�W�H�Q���D�Q �G���$�P�H�U�L�F �D �Q���'�H�P�R�F�U�D �F�\���´�� In Athw art: Toward a New   Theory of Cult ure and Society .   WORKI NG PAPERS  �'�D�Y�L�T �L�O �\���$�����³The Ill usnat s of Anti-�(�V�W�D�E�O�L�T �H�Q�W���/�H�D�G�H �U�T�Q�R �S�V��Educati on  of Cyrus���´�� Working pape r.  �'�D�Y�L�T �L�O �\���$�����³�7�K�H���3 �H �U�T�V�L�Y�H���)�R�[�����7�K�X �F�\�G�L�G�H �D�Q���/�H�V�V�R�Q�V ���L�Q���6 �W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���' �H�F�L�T �R�Q -�0�D�N�L�Q�J���´  Working paper.   FEL L OWSHIPS AND AWARDS  Clements Centea Predoct oral Fell owship, Clement s Centea for Nati onal Sec urity, 2024�±2025 (decli ned)  Jack Mil lea Centea Sum mea Insti tut e, Jack Mil lea Centea, 2024 (decli ned)  America in the World Cats ortium Predoctoral Fell owship, Clements Centea for Nati onal Security, 2023�±2024  Summ er Writing Fell ows hip, The University of Texas at Aust in, 2023  Gaeat L eade rs Fellowshi p, Hertog Found ati on, 2023  Andrew W. Marshall Pap er Prize (Gaand Pri ze Wi nner, Creati ve Bursts & Intell ectual Outli ers), Andrew W. Marshall Fo undati on, 2022  Humane Studi es Fell ows hip, Insti tut e for Hum ane Studi es, 2022  Pre-Disseatginat Fell ows hip, The University of Texas at Aust in, 2020  Provost Priorit y Fell owship, The University of Texas at Aust in, 2019�±2024  John Chesnut Memorial Prize, Kenyon Coll ege, 2 019  Pi Sigm a Alpha, Kenyon Coll ege, 2019 
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Political Studies Fellowship, Hudson Institute, 2018 

 

Eta Sigma Phi, Kenyon College, 2017 

 

Political Studies Fellowship, Hertog Foundation, 2017 

 

Distinguished Academic Scholar Award, Kenyon College, 2015–2019 

 

 

INVITED TALKS 

 

“The Incalculable Element: Intellectual Outliers and Ancient Innovations.” Virtual lecture 

delivered at the invitation of the Andrew W. Marshall Foundation. September 2023. 

 

“Max Weber and the Puzzles of Charismatic Leadership.” Lecture delivered at the invitation of 

UT Austin’s Jefferson Center for the Study of Core Texts and Ideas, Austin. November 

2022. 

 

 

CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION 

 

“The Persuasive Fox: Thucydidean Lessons in Strategic Decision-Making.” Paper presented at 

the America in the World Consortium Young Scholars Conference, Austin. March 2024. 

 

“Grace and Gratitude in Xenophon’s Cyropaedia.” Paper presented at the SPSA Annual 

Meeting, New Orleans. January 2024. 

 

“Max Weber and the Puzzles of Charismatic Leadership.” Paper presented at the MPSA Annual 

Meeting, Chicago. April 2023. 

 

“The Lure of Leadership: Lessons from Plutarch on the Nature of the Exceptional Statesman.” 

Paper presented at the MPSA annual meeting, Chicago. April 2022. 

 

Discussant on the panel “Moderation and Education: Ancient Perspectives.” MPSA Annual 

Meeting, Chicago. April 2022. 

 

“The Promise of Justice: How Xenophon’s Cyrus Illuminates Weber’s Discussion of the 

Charismatic Leader.” Paper presented at the virtual Stanford Graduate Conference in Political 

Theory. June 2021. 

 

“‘The People Become a Monarch’: Aristotle and Alfarabi on the Problems and Possibilities of 

Democracy.” Paper presented at the virtual WPSA Annual Meeting. April 2021.  

 

 

 





 

Spanish (intermediate)  

 

 


