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POLI 7961 Approaches to Studying Social Science 
 Fall 2011  

 

Professor: Dr. Johanna Dunaway  

Office: Stubbs Hall Room 208a 

Phone: 578-2553  

Office Hours: MW 10:30-11:30 am, and by appointment (preferred) 

E-Mail: jdunaway@lsu.edu 

 

Course Description: To undertake a career in the social sciences, whether as an academic or as 

an applied practitioner, one must be socialized into the norms, standards and evaluative methods 

of the relevant discipline. This course is designed to train students to think like social science 

researchers. Regardless of your particular substantive field, when you finish this course you will 

be able to formulate, implement and evaluate a research project as a social scientist.  

To accomplish these aims, we will first examine the
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� Kuhn, Thomas S. 1962. The Structure of Scientific Revolutions. 3'd ed. Chicago and 

London: The University of Chicago Press.  

 

� Dillman, Don A., Jolene D. Smyth, and Leah Malani Christian. 2009. Internet, Mail, and 

Mixed-Mode Surveys: The Tailored Design Method. 3
rd

 Ed. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley. 

 

� King, Gary, Robert Keohane, and Sidney Verba. 1994. Designing Social Inquiry: 

Scientific Inference in Qualitative Research. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 

 

 In addition, there are many other required readings taken from academic journals and 

other various texts; an “(M)” following the citation denotes the reading’s availability on the 

Moodle site maintained for this class; an “(LSUL)” following a citation denotes its availability 

through the LSU Library system.  During the first class we will talk about how to access articles 

through the LSU and Moodle systems.  

 

The reading for this class is cumulative. If you start falling behind on the reading, you can 
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Syllabus and Reading List  

WEEK #1 (August 26): Introductions and Course Preview  

� No Readings  

WEEK #2 (September 2): Logic and the Scientific Method  

 

� Frankfort-Nachmias and Nachmias, Chapter 1.  

 

� 
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� Berry, Frances Stokes and William D. Berry. 1990. "State Lottery Adoptions as Policy  

Innovation: An Event History Analysis." American Political Science Review 

84:395-415. (M)  

 

� Mutz, Diana C. 2010. “The Dogs that Didn’t Bark: The Role of Canines in the 2008 

 Campaign.” PS: Political Science and Politics (October): 707-712. (M)  

 

WEEK #6 (September 30): Conceptualization and Measurement 

 

� Frankfort-Nachmias and Nachmias, Chapters 7, 14 & 18.  

 

� Prior, Markus. 2009. “Improving Media Effects Research through Better Measurement of 

 News Exposure.” The Journal of Politics 71(3):893-908. (LSUL) 

 

 

WEEK #7 (October 7): Measurement: Examples from the Literature  

 

� Tedin, Kent. 1986. "Change and Stability in Presidential Popularity at the Individual 

 Level." Public Opinion Quarterly 50:555-562. (LSUL)  

 

� Bond, Jon R. and Richard Fleisher. 1990. The President in the Legislative Arena. 

 Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press. Chapters 3 & 6. (M)  

 

� Abramson, Paul R. and Charles W. Ostrom, Jr. 1991. "Macropartisanship: An Empirical 

 Reassessment." American Political Science Review 85:181-192. (LSUL)  

 

� Laver, Michael and John Garry. 2000. "Estimating Policy Positions from Political Texts." 

 American Journal of Political Science 44:619-634. (LSUL)  

 

� Green, Donald P., Dara Z. Strolovitch, Janelle S. Wong, and Robert W. Bailey. 2001. 

 "Measuring Gay Populations and Antigay Hate Crime." Social Science Quarterly 

 82:281-296. (LSUL)  

 

 

WEEK #8 (October 14): NO CLASS – FALL HOLIDAY (This week is date for optional 

rough draft for comments) 

 

 

WEEK #9 (October 21): Introduction to Research Design: True Experiments  

 

� Frankfort-Nachrnias and Nachmias, Chapters 4-5.  

 

� Iyengar, Shanto, and Donald R. Kinder. 1987. News that Matters: Television and 

 American Opinion. Chicago, IL: Chicago University Press. (Chapters 1-3) (M) 
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� Sherman, Lawrence W. and Richard A. Berk. 1984. "The Specific Deterrent Effects of         

 Arrest for Domestic Assault." American Sociological Review 49:261-272. 

 (LSUL) 

 

� Solomon, Phyllis and Jeffrey Draine. 1995. "One-Year Outcomes of a Randomized Trial    

 of Case Management with Seriously Mentally III Clients Leaving Jail." 

 Evaluation Review 19:256-273. (LSUL)  

 

� Rosenberg, Shawn W. and Patrick McCafferty. 1987. "The Image and the Vote: 

 Manipulating Voters' Preferences." Public Opinion Quarterly 51:31-47. (LSUL) 

 

� Gilliam, Franklin D. and Shanto Iyengar. 2000. "Prime Suspects: The Influence of Local 

 Television News on the Viewing Public." American Journal of Political Science 

 44:560- 573. (LSUL) 

 

� Nicholas A. Valentino, Vincent L. Hutchings and Ismail K. White. 2002. “Cues that 

 Matter.” American Political Science Review 96(1):75-90.  (LSUL) 

 

 

WEEK #10 (October 28): Cross-Sectional, Time-Series, and Quasi-Experimental Designs  

 

� Frankfort-Nachmias and Nachmias, Chapter 6.  

 

� Leff, Donna, David Protess, and Steven Brooks. 1986. "Crusading Journalism: 

 Changing Public Attitudes and Policy Making Agenda." Public Opinion 

 Quarterly 50:300-315. (LSUL)  

 

� Braun, Kathryn L. and Charles L. Rose. 1986. "The Hawaii Geriatric Foster Care  

 Experiment: Impact Evaluation and Cost Analysis." The Gerontologist 26:516-

 524.    (LSUL) 

 

� Lewis-Beck, Michael S. and John R. Alford. 1980. "Can Government Regulate Safety? 

 The Coal Mine Example." American Political Science Review 74:745-756. 

 (LSUL) 

 

 

WEEK #11 (November 4): Data Collection I: Sampling, Selection Bias, Observational 

Methods, and Secondary Data Analysis 

 

� Frankfort-Nachmias and Nachmias, Chapters 8, 9, & 13.  

 

� Barbara Geddes. 1990. “How the Cases You Choose Affect the Answers You Get: 

 Selection Bias in Comparative Politics.” Political Analysis 2:131-150. (LSUL) 
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� Monroe, Pamela A. and Vicky V. Tiller. 2001. “Commitment to Work Among Welfare-

 Reliant Women.” Journal of Marriage and Family 63(August): 816-828. (M) 

 

Recommended for this topic: 

 

Henry Brady and David Collier, eds. 2004. Rethinking Social Inquiry. Lanham, MD:  

Rowman and Littlefield, Publishers.  

 

James Mahoney and Dietrich Rueschemeyer, eds. 2003. Comparative Historical Analysis  
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Research Design Paper 
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1. Research Question: You must first formulate an original question of interest.  Covering 

time-worn ground is not acceptable.  Pay particular attention to why others ought to 

be interested in your research, and what new and innovative questions you are going 

to address that others have failed to analyze or have done so poorly.  In other words, 
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5. Measurement Operations: In this section you should explain how you will go about  

operationalizing or measuring the concepts contained in your hypotheses.  Your 

discussion should address the following questions: 

 

 How will you convert the hypotheses into concrete and readily testable terms and 

relationships? 
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sectional, linear regression, time-series, logit or probit, etc.), identify the unit(s) of 

analysis, justify case selection, and specify the time-range of the study.  Consultation 

with the professor is highly recommended before writing this section. 

 

7. Conclusion: In the conclusion you need to sell the importance of your anticipated findings.  

Some questions to ponder: 

 

 What do you expect to find? 

 What will your potential findings mean for political science and the real world? 

 Will you contribute toward theory building? 

 Will you discover some knowledge that is previously unknown and/or that may 

conceivably be put to use by policy makers or political practitioners? 

 Why are we better off for having learned what you expect to find? 

 

8. Works Cited: This listing should appear at the very end of your paper.  Note that all 

sources cited in the text of your paper must appear in this section.  Do not include any 

source that is not explicitly cited in your paper.  Each entry should be single-spaced 

and indented after the first line, with one space between entries.  Be sure to follow the 

APSA Style Guide. 

 

Citation and Academic Honesty 

 

LSU’s policy on plagiarism is the following: “Plagiarism is defined to include any use of 

another's work and submitting that work as one's own. This means not only copying 

passages of writing or direct quotations but also paraphrasing or using structure or ideas 

without citation.”  Most of the work you will do for this class will require you to deal 

closely with books and articles assigned for this class; some projects may require you to do 

additional research.  In either case, the rule of thumb is this: If you use material from a 

source (either one assigned from this class or something you’ve retrieved through outside 

research), you must cite it.  Please review the University’s excellent guidelines on 

plagiarism and academic integrity at http://www.lsu.edu/judicialaffairs/ and 

http://www.lsu.edu/judicialaffairs/Plagiarism.htm. 

 

Please note: If I even suspect plagiarism I am required by university policy to turn in the 

assignment to the dean of the graduate school.  This means it is beyond my control what happens 

from that point forward.  So – PLEASE ask any questions if you are uncertain about what 

constitutes plagiarism (it often happens unintentionally).  Please make EVERY effort to avoid 

putting me in the terrible position of turning your work in to the dean of students. 

 

ADA Statement 
The Americans with Disabilities Act requires that reasonable accommodations be provided for 

students with physical, cognitive, systemic, learning and psychiatric disabilities. Please contact 

me at the beginning of the quarter to discuss any such accommodations for this course.  In order 

to have any accommodations met, you must be registered with the LSU Office of Disabilities 

Services.  More information on registering and accommodation is available on the ODS website: 

http://appl003.lsu.edu/slas/ods.nsf/index 


