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TOPICS AND SYLLABUS OF READINGS 

 
1.  August 25   Introduction to the Course  
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
2:  September 1  Overview of Non-Democratic Regimes 
 
Paul Brooker (2000). Non-Democratic Regimes: Theory, Government & Politics (St. Martin’s Press). 
 
S. Kaufman Purcell (173). “Authoritarianism: A Review Essay,” Comparative Politics, vol. 5, no. 2: 301-
312. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3:  September 8  Authoritarian Regime Types (part 1)  
 
Guillermo O’Donnell (1988).  “Theoretical and Historical Background to the Study of the Bureaucratic-
Authoritarian State,” pp.  1-38 in O’Donnell, Bureaucratic Authoritarianism : Argentina, 1966-1973, in 
Comparative Perspective (University of California Press). 
 
Hector E. Schamis (1991). “Reconceptualizing Latin American Authoritarianism in the 1970s: From 
Bureaucratic Authoritarianism to Neoconservatism,” Comparative Politics, vol. 23, no. 2: 201-220. 
 
H. E. Chehabi and Juan J. Linz (1998). “A Theory pf Sultanism 1: A Type of Nondemocratic Rule,” pp. 3-25 
in Chehabi and Linz, Sultanistic Regimes (Johns Hopkins University Press). 
 
Steven M. Eke and Taras Kuzio (2000). “Sultanism in Eastern Europe: The Socio-Political Roots of 
Authoritarian Populism in Belarus,” Europe-Asia Studies, vol. 52, no. 3: 523-547. 
 
Steven A. Cook (2007). “The Logic of Regime Stability,” pp. 1-31 of Cook, Ruling But Not Governing: The 
Military and Political Development in Egypt, Algeria, and Turkey (Johns Hopkins University Press). 
 
Guillermo O’Donnell (1994). “Delegative Democracy,” Journal of Democracy, vol. 5, no. 1: 55-69.  
 



Victor T. Le Vine (1980). “African Patrimonial Regimes in Comparative Perspective,” Journal of Modern 
African Studies, vol. 18, no. 4: 657-673. 
 
Robert H. Jackson and Carl G. Rosberg (1984). “Personal Rule: Theory and Practice in Africa,” 
Comparative Politics, vol. 16, no. 4: 421-442. 
 



_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 October 13   No Class – Fall Holiday 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8:  October 20   Regime Durability, Regime Collapse 
 
Eva Bellin (2004). “The Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East: Exceptionalism in 
Comparative Perspective,” Comparative Politics, vol. 36, no. 2: 139-157. 
 





Paul D’Anieri (2006). “Explaining the Success and Failure of Post-Communist Revolutions,” Communist 
and Post-Communist Studies, vol. 39, no. 3: 331-350. 
 


