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“History is the memory of states.”-Henry Kissinger, 56
th

 United 

States Secretary of State 
 

“Just because you do not take an interest in politics does not mean 

politics will not take an interest in you.”-Attributed to Pericles, 

Greek Tragedian (495-429 BCE) 
 

 

Required Texts 

Moral Man and Immoral Society, Reinhold Niebuhr 

The Post-American World 2.0, Fareed Zakaria 

Five to Rule Them All, David Bosco 

 

 

Course Overview 

This course will provide students with an introduction into international 

relations at both the theoretical and practical levels. We will first cover three 

of the most prominent and most important perspectives in the study of 

international relations and will then address a variety of broad questions and 

specific examples in the field by reading, discussing, and thinking about four 

books. 

 

Course Objectives 

After completing the course students should be able to think and write about, 

as well as discuss, international relations at a basic scholarly level. 

Additionally, students will be prepared to take and excel in international 

relations courses later in their academic careers at LSU. Most importantly, 

and if all goes well, students will substantially improve their critical 

thinking, writing, and communication skills. These skills are not only 

important in all academic areas, but are important tools for any educated 

person to possess throughout adult life.  

 



University Statement on Social Science General Education Elective 

Courses 

 

As a social science general education elective this course is designed to 

acquaint you with various view of human nature, as well as how human 

beings organize themselves into political societies, real and imagined. You 



 



Assignments 

 

Attendance and Participation: The grade you earn for A and P will be 

determined both by how often you attend class and how often and how well 

you participate when in class. I understand that a wide variety of issues can 

come up in the course of a semester that can force you to miss a class here 

and there. Students who do not attend at least 75% of classes will not receive 

credit for this portion of the final grade, barring a validly excused prolonged 

absence. If there is a serious issue that will force you to miss class over a 



one of two movies, each of which details a specific instance of how sports 

and international politics relate in the real world.  The first movie is Once 

Brothers, a 2010 film about the Yugoslavian national basketball team during 

that country’s civil war.  The second film is The Two Escobars, a 2010 film 

about Colombian drug kingpin Pablo Escobar and his cousin, Colombian 

soccer star and World Cup participant, Andres Escobar.  Each film explores 

not only how sports and international politics can effect one another, but also 

how this intersection impacts the real lives of real people.  In order to 

receive extra credit for watching one of these films students will need to turn 

in a critical essay where the film is summarized, critiqued, and where the 

film’s story is analyzed from a perspective that seeks to understand how the 

film relates to this course.  A one page paper is eligible for one point of extra 

credit, a two page paper may receive up to two points extra credit, and so on.  

A maximum of five points may be received if a student writes a five page 

paper.  Papers will be graded for content, style, spelling, coherence, and 

originality of thought-just as any academic paper.  This means that turning in 

a five page paper does not ensure the student will receive five points of extra 

credit, but rather that it is possible to receive five points of extra credit for an 

excellent five page paper.  The deadline for turning in an extra credit paper 

is July 28
th

, during class time.  Please turn in a hard copy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Calendar 

 

June 9: Introduction to the course 

 

ñInternational politics, like all politics, is a struggle for power.ò-

Hans Morgenthau, American scholar of international relations 

(1904-1980) 

 

ñWhat the world has seen in the 20
th

 century is a benevolent 

America that uses its strength for good around the world.ò-Ari 

Fleischer, Press Secretary, Administration of George W. Bush 

 



ñThe world learn to work togetherðor finally it will not work at 

all.ò-Dwight Eisenhower, 34
th

 President of the United States 

 

 
Major Perspectives in International Relations  

 

June 10: Realism, readings-
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/worldwarone/hq/causes1_01.shtml  

https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/pol116/realism.htm 

 

 

June 11: Liberalism, readings-  

http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/preamble.shtml 

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/wilson14.asp 

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/ghwbushiraqinvasion.htm 

 

June 12: The Individual, The most basic element of IR, reading- Niebuhr Ch. 1 (Quiz 

#1)* 

June 13: The Individual, cont., reading-Niebuhr Ch. 2  

June 16: The Individual, cont., reading-Niebuhr Ch. 3 

June 17: The beginnings of international politics, reading- Niebuhr Ch. 4



country.”-Vicente Fox, Former President of Mexico 

 

 

Special Topics in IR: Readings for this section on Moodle 

July 7: Arab/Israeli conflict 

July 8: Israeli/Arab conflict 

July 9: Brazil (Quiz #6) 

July 10: China and the Century of Humiliation 

July 11: European Union (Quiz #7) 

July 14: Iran 

July 15: Mexico (Journal #3 due) 

The U.N. Security Council-Liberalism at its apex? 

 

“No one wants the United Nations to suffer the fate of the League 

of Nations, which collapsed because it lacked real leverage. This is 

possible if influential countries bypass the United Nations and take 

military action without Security Council authorization.ò- Vladimir 

Putin, President of Russia and, according to many in the west, 

the world’s biggest living supervillain (New York Times Op-Ed, 

Sept. 2013) 
 

July 16: Genesis of the U.N. Security Council, reading-Bosco intro and Ch.1  

July 17: The early years, reading- Bosco Ch. 2 (Quiz #8)


