“The foundation of our empire was not laid in the gloomy age of Ignorance and
Superstition, but at an Epocha when the rights of man were better understood and
more clearly defined, than at any former period; the researches of the human mind,
after social happiness, have been carried to a great extent; the Treasures of
knowledge, acquired through a long succession of years, by the labours of
Philosophers, Sages, and Legislatures, are laid open for our use, and their collected
wisdom may be happily applied in the Establishment of our forms of Government;
the free cultivation of Letters, the unbounded extension of Commerce, the
progressive refinement of Manners, the growing liberality of sentiment, and above
all, the pure and benign light of Revelation, have had a meliorating influence on
mankind and increased the blessings of Society. At this auspicious period, the
United States came into existence as a Nation, and if their Citizens should not be
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Course requirements:

Attendance at all class sessions and participation in discussions

Five 500-word papers on the assigned reading, due before class (and usually read)
[team A: 9/8, 9/22, 10/6, 10/20, & 11/3; team B: 9/15, 9/29, 10/13, 10/27, & 11/10]

One-page annotated bibliography of secondary materials on assigned reading [due



Mon., 10/20 William Graham Sumner, What the Social Classes Owe to Each Other
[complete]



