
POLITICAL SCIENCE 4041 

International Law 

Fall 2014 

10:30-11:20 MWF/218 Coates 

 

Instructor:  Dr. Harry Mokeba                                                                            Office Hours:  8:00-9:00 MWF 

Office:  209 Stubbs Hall                                             11:30-12:30 MWF             

Telephone:  225-578-2143                                                                                                            3:00-5:00 W 

OBJECTIVE:  The course is designed to provide a helpful insight into International Law.  This is a sub-                

discipline of political science and it has much controversy and debate surrounding it.  We will examine 

both the Case Law and the Politics involved and explain how International Law has evolved through 

time.  By the end of this semester, students should have obtained the necessary tools for explaining the 

continued value of International Law in world affairs. 

 



LECTURE OUTLINE & READINGS 

 

Aug. 25 - Sept. 8 Course Introduction                                                        

- Nature & Function  

- Peculiarities 

- Role of the U.S.  

Klabbers, Chapters 1, 16 & 17 

 

Sept. 10 - 24              Sources of International Law                           

- Where it comes from 

- Article 38 

- Other Sources 

Klabbers, Chapters 2 & 3 

 

Sept. 10 (FRIDAY) Early Take-Home Exam Due 

 

Sept. 24 - Oct. 6            Subjects of International Law         

- The Legal Personality Idea 

- The State/ International Organizations/ Individuals 

Klabbers, Chapters 4, 6 & 7  

 

Oct. 8   Begin Presentations 

 

Oct. 13 (MONDAY) Mid-term Exam (In-Class) 

 

Oct. 15 - 20  Settlement of International Disputes 

- Definition and Types 

- Arbitration in International Law 

- Adjudication:  The ICJ and other Tribunals  

Klabbers, Chapter 8 

 

Oct. 22, 24, 31  Continue Case Presentations   

 

Oct. 27 - Nov. 12             Jurisdiction T7g2.55 NF 0 1 104.tinue Casisisi  1 2

- R o l e  o 1 6 9 . e /  I



Nov. 14 - 19  Laws of War 

- Basis/Prohibition of the Use of Force 

- Laws of Geneva 

- Laws of the Hague 

Klabbers, Chapters 10, 11 & 12 

 

 

Nov. 19 - 21  Law of Diplomacy 

- Basis/Rules and Privileges in Pursuit of Peace 



 

 

 

 

 

EXPLAIN AND EVALUATE THE ROLE OF INTERNATIONAL LAW IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF ANY OF THE 

FOLLOWING TOPICS:   (Select your Topic EARLY in order to begin sustained research on the subject). 

 

Torture 

Genocide 

War Crimes 

Human Rights 

State Sovereignty 

Nuclear Proliferation 


