
  
    
  

  
  

     
    

  

POLI 1001-02 
Fundamental Issues of Politics 
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Integrative learning is an understanding and a disposition that a student builds across the 
curriculum and co-curriculum, from making simple connections among ideas and experiences to 
synthesizing and transferring learning to new, complex situations within and beyond the 
campus. This course fulfills the Board of Regents area of social science/behavioral sciences and 
provides students experience with the ILC primary proficiency of inquiry and analysis and 
secondary proficiencies of ethical reasoning and civic engagement. 

Inquiry is a systematic process of exploring issues, objects or works through the collection and 
analysis of evidence that results in informed conclusions or judgements. Analysis is the process 
of breaking complex topics or issues into parts to gain a better understanding of them. By the 
end of the semester, it is e
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Course Outline and Lecture Topics 

Aug 26 





   
   
    
    
 

         
    

 

 

   
      

   
   

 
   

 
   

 
  

 
     

 
  

 
 

  

   
      

   
   

 
   

 
   

 
  

 
     

 
  

 
 

  

   
      

  

  

Political Socialization & Participation 
�x The Good Citizen Idea 
�x Political Parties and Interest Groups 
�x Elections and Protests 

Sept 30 Midterm: Everyone shows up to class & 
Discuss Taking Sides Paper 

Oct 07 Comparative Politics: The Variety across Whitman Cobb, Chap. 8 
Countries (Student Last Names A-K show 
up to class) 

�x The Thematic vs. Case Study 
Approaches 

�x Presidential vs Parliamentary 
Systems 

�x The Western World: France & 
Britain 

�x The Marxist/Post Marxist: China & 
Russia 

�x The Third World Types: Mexico & 
India 

�x Military/Religious Types: 
Thailand/Nigeria & Iran/Saudi 
Arabia 

Oct 14 Comparative Politics: The Variety across Whitman Cobb, Chap. 8 
Countries (Student Last Names L-W show 
up to class) 

�x The Thematic vs. Case Study 
Approaches 

�x Presidential vs Parliamentary 
Systems 

�x The Western World: France & 
Britain 

�x The Marxist/Post Marxist: China & 
Russia 

�x The Third World Types: Mexico & 
India 

�x Military/Religious Types: 
Thailand/Nigeria & Iran/Saudi 
Arabia 

Oct 21 International Relations: How the World Whitman Cobb, Chap. 9 
Works: (Student Last Names A-K show up 
to class) 








