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Course Description 

This course is designed as an introduction to what goes on in political science. It seeks to open doors to understanding the 

issues that preoccupy politics. How did political thinking emerge? How much value should we attach to political 

imagination in todayôs world? Why is politics the object of so much ñcurseò and what is there to say in ñpraiseò of 

politics? 

 

LSU Integrative Learning Core 

Integrated learning allows students to make simple connections among ideas and experiences and across disciplines and 

perspectives. The LSU Integrative Learning Core (ILC) curriculum is designed to develop student abilities to transfer their 

learning to new situations and demonstrate a sense of self as a learner. A fundamental goal of the ILC is to foster studentsô 

practical and intellectual capacities associated with integrative learning in preparation for high competence and 

functionality in their post-baccalaureate careers. This course fulfills the BOR Area of Social/Behavioral Sciences and 

provides students experience with the ILC proficiency of Inquiry and Analysis. 

 

Required Reading Materials 

The textbook for the course is listed below. You should also keep up with current political news stories, as published in 

the New York Times, and its opinion page.  

 

Political Science Today, 20th Edition. Wendy N. Whitman Cobb, Sage: ISBN: 9781544336442. 

 

Student Responsibility 

Attend all class sessions

Attn.ons





 3 

March 4 

Midterm Exam 

 

March 18-April 1 

Comparative Politics: The Variety Across Countries/Whitman Cobb, Chap. 8 

�x The Thematic vs Case Study Approaches 

�x Presidential vs Parliamentary Systems 

�x The Western World 

�x The Marxist/Post-Marxist: China & Russia 

�x The Third World Types: Mexico & India 

�x Military/Religious Types: Thailand/Nigeria and Iran/Saudi Arabia 

 

April 1 

Test II 

 

April 8 

International Relations: How the World Works/Whitman Cobb, Chap. 9 

�x Theories-Actors-Processes 

Change & Continuity 

The Enduring Nation State 

Realism & Idealism 

Conflict & Cooperation 

World Government vs Global Governance  

 

April 15 

Political Economy: Governments as Salesmen/Whitman Cobb, Chap. 10, 11 

�x Domestically: The Tax Debate 

�x Internationally: The Trade Debate 

�x Dwindling Interdependence? Brexit and Trump 

Public Administration: The Bureaucracy 

�x Civil Service: Efficiency vs Corruption 

�x The Deep State Idea 

 

April 22 

Papers Due/Presentations



