
  
   

  
 

 
       

      
    

  
 

               
              

             
              

 
             
            

        
             
           

       
 

               
              

               
               

      
 

 
                 

           
        

             
              

               
  

              
    

                



 
   

               
          
         

               
               

  
                 

           
  



 
 

     
 

       
     

  
    

  
  
  

      
    
   

  
     
      

      
 

 

     

        
   

     
 

      
      
     

      
  
  
  
  
  
   

 

   

       
 

   

         
   
     

    
      

     

 

Course Outline and Lecture Topics 

Jan 13-20 Course Introduction – Everyone Attends Whitman Cobb, Chap. 1 & 2 
• What is politics? Varied 

Perspectives 
• Same Key Concepts: 

o Power-Authority 
o Nation-State 
o Freedom-Equality 

• The Challenge of Political Science: 
o Breakdown of Discipline 
o Integration and 

Fragmentation (Garand) 
• The Curse of Politics 
• The Enduring Relevance of Politics: 

From the Pandemic to Black Lives 
Matter 

Jan 27-Feb 03 The Emergence of Political Consciousness: Whitman Cobb, Chap. 3 
Political Theory 

• Thought Leaders vs. Public 
Intellectuals 

• The Ancients: Aristotle vs. Plato 
• The Moderns: Hobbes vs. Locke 
• Other key theorists 

The Key Ideologies: Then vs. Now 
• Conservatism 
• Liberalism 
• Socialism/Marxism 
• Anarchism 
• Feminism 
• Third World-ism 

Feb 03 Take-Home Exam Due on Moodle Whitman Cobb, Chap. 3 

Feb 10/24 American Government: Is the “City on the 
Hill” fading? 

• The Roots: the Natives, the Settlers, 
the Slaves, & All 

• The Traits: The Presidential System 
o State vs. Federal Jurisdiction 



      
  

       
       

    
 

     
     
      
    

 

   

  



   
  

    
     

 
     

 
        

 
 

   

          
 

• Dwindling Interdependence? Brexit 
and Trump 

Public Administration: The Bureaucracy 
• Civil Service: Efficiency vs. 

Corruption 
• The Deep State Idea 

April 21 Taking Sides Paper Due on Moodle– 3 Whitman Cobb, Chap. 9 
pages 

Sat April 24 Final Exam (On Moodle; by 11:55 pm) 




