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 Principle of Subjectivity & the Homeless Spirit 
Political Consciousness and Evolution: The Transition from Tribal to Individuated Politics 
Two Species of Political Being 
Society & State 
The Nation & State 
Politics:  as Natural; Just; Divine; Protector of Order; Protector of Liberty; Autocratic & Totalitarian 

 
Readings: Aeschylus, The Oresteia 

*Jihad vs. McWorld 
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Topics: The State as Natural 
 The State in Pursuit of the Good 
 Aristotle and the Study of Ethics 
  Ethical Sensitivity, Ethical Reasoning, & Moral Imagination 
  Potentiality & Happiness 
  Justice 

 
Readings: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics Book I-VI 
 *Aristotle, Politics, Book III 
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http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/199203/barber
http://classics.mit.edu/Aristotle/politics.html
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****EXAMINATION TWO – TENTATIVE DATE:  NOVEMBER 9**** 
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Topics: Characteristics of Democratic Republics  
  The Discourse of Democratic Politics 
  John Rawls on Justice and Politics 
  Achieving Equality of Access to the Political 
 

Readings: *Defining Democracy  
*Federalist #10 
**“Bowling Alone:  America’s Declining Social Capital,” by Robert D. Putnam, E-Reserve 
*J. Rawls, Justice as Fairness (Excerpts)  
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Topics:   Civil Disobedience 
  Freedom & Identity 
  Freedom & Ambiguity 
  Moral Literacy 
  Leadership and Authority   
 
Readings:   *Henry David Thoreau, Essay on Civil Disobedience 
 *Martin Luther King, Jr., Letter from Birmingham City Jail 
  *Max Weber's Theory of Authority 
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Topics: Pericles’ Model of Citizenship 
Socratic Model of Citizenship 
Moral Literacy -- Revisited 
Caring for the Soul 
Constant Self-Examination 
Relentless Moral Energy 
Friendship 
Civic Virtue, Judgment, Skepticism & Ambiguity 
Thoughtfulness 

 
Readings: *Pericles' Funeral Oration 
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COURSE ASSIGNMENTS & EXAMINATIONS: There will be three major examinations in this course.  The first two of these 
examinations will be given during the semester, as designated on the syllabus, and will count 35 points each.  
Tentative dates have been given for these exams.  The final examination, which is scheduled for Wednesday, 
December 9




