
 1 

!"#$%&'(#!%")#%)*+,$!(*")-%.,$"+,"#)
./0/12)/2)3/45674865)729)#:18;:4)

	  
Political	  Science	  2051	   	   	   Fall	  2015	  
Louisiana	  State	  University	   	  MWF	  12:30-‐1:20pm	  
	   Himes	  Hall	  253	  
)
“Ideally democracy is a permanently valid form of social and political organization which does justice to 
two dimensions of human existence: to man’s spiritual stature and his social character; to the 
uniqueness and variety of life, as well as to the common necessities of all men.” 

Reinhold Niebuhr 
 
“When the architects of our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and the 
Declaration of Independence, they were signing a promissory note to which every American was to fall 
heir.” 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

	  
	  

PART I: VISION AND CONFLICT 
	  
WEEK	  1	  (Aug.	  24,	  26,	  28)—!246198<4/12=)>:74)/0)*?56/<7@	  
	  
	   Welcome!	  Introduction	  to	  the	  Course	  
	   Martin	  Luther	  King,	  Jr.,	  “I	  Have	  a	  Dream”	  
	   John	  Winthrop,	  “A	  Model	  of	  Christian	  Charity,”	  excerpt	  

Declaration	  of	  Independence	  
	  
WEEK	  2	  (Aug.	  31,	  Sept.	  2,	  4)—$5A1B84/12	  
	  

John	  Adams,	  selections	  
	  
*No	  class	  Wednesday,	  Sept.	  2	  or	  Friday,	  Sept.	  4	  (Dr.	  Kitch	  at	  APSA)*	  

	  
WEEK	  3	  (Sept.	  7,	  9,	  11)—#:18;:40)12)C655)-1A562?524	  
	  

Articles	  of	  Confederation	  
!"#"$%&'()*+%,"$(	  1,	  2,	  10,	  51	  
	  
*No	  class	  Monday,	  Sept.	  7	  (LABOR	  DAY!)*	  

	  
WEEK	  4	  (Sept.	  14,	  16,	  18)—(1204/484/12	  
	  

U.S.	  Constitution	  of	  1787	  
Bill	  of	  Rights	  
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WEEK	  9	  (Oct.	  19,	  21,	  23)—!295E/2/45)!?K61A5?524L)16)(12M8504)729)$504	  
	  

Tocqueville,	  selections	  on	  frontier	  and	  improvement	  (1840)	  
John	  F.	  Kennedy,	  “Moon	  Speech”	  (1962)	  
Abraham	  Heschel,	  56"*1%@@%)6,	  selections	  (1951)	  
Ellen	  Ruppel	  Shell,	  “In	  Praise	  of	  Downtime”	  (2015)	  
	  

	   *No	  class	  Friday,	  Oct.	  23	  (Enjoy!)*	  
	  
WEEK	  10	  (Oct.	  26,	  28,	  30)—G61;6500/A5)!24524	  
	  

Jacob	  Riis,	  A/?*)6"*B)6"$*A%&0*C'."(	  (Dover)	  
Jane	  Addams,	  selected	  essays	  
	  

	   *No	  class	  Friday,	  Oct.	  30	  (LSU	  FALL	  HOLIDAY!)*	  
	  
WEEK	  11	  (Nov.	  2,	  4,	  6)—>>!!	  
	  
	   Franklin	  Delano	  Roosevelt,	  “The	  Four	  Freedoms”	  (1941)	  
	   Franklin	  Delano	  Roosevelt,	  “A	  Second	  Bill	  of	  Rights”	  (1944)	  
	   Reinhold	  Niebuhr,	  “The	  Children	  of	  Light	  and	  the	  Children	  of	  Darkness”	  (1944)	  
	  
	   *,F*+)!!*	  Friday,	  Nov.	  6	  
	  
	  

PART III: VISION AND HOPE 
	  
WEEK	  12	  (Nov.	  9,	  11,	  13)—(/A/B)$/;:40	  
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WEEK	  14	  (Nov.	  23,	  25,	  27)—(/A/B)$/;:40	  
	  

Barack	  Obama,	  “Charleston	  Eulogy:	  Amazing	  Grace”	  (2015)	  
	  
*No	  class	  Wednesday,	  Nov.	  25,	  or	  Friday,	  Nov.	  27—THANKSGIVING	  HOLIDAY!*	  

	  
WEEK	  15	  (Nov.	  30,	  Dec.	  2,	  4)—N8504/120)12)*?56/<72)3/E5	  
	  

Wendell	  Berry,	  !'#"&'):	  (1993)	  
	  
	   *$,C3,(#!%"),JJ*I)&',*	  Monday,	  Nov.	  30	  
	  
WEEK	  16	  (Finals	  Week)	  
	  

OC!"*3),F*+*	  12:30-‐2:30pm	  	   = >	  
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*99/4/127B)%ST5<4/A50=)This	  course	  is	  an	  approved	  general	  education	  credit	  for	  the	  social	  sciences;	  and,	  
as	  such,	  it	  is	  designed	  to	  contribute	  to	  your	  understanding	  of	  self	  and	  of	  culture.
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