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American Government 

Political Science 2051 

Fall 2021 
Conrad Sharpe 

cshar18@lsu.edu 

Tuesday & Thursday at 3:00-4:20PM 

Office: Stubbs 308 (Third Floor of Stubbs) 

Office Hours: T 4:30- 5:30 or by appointment. (Via Zoom or in Person) 

Course Description 

This course is dedicated to introducing students to the fundamentals of American government and 
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Accommodations 

Louisiana State University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with 
disabilities. The syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request.
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 -We will be going over the seminal supreme court cases from 1919 to 2021.  

 

September 21st: Study Session!  

 -Completely Optional  

 

September 23rd: First Exam (Covering Chapters 1-4)  

 

Part II: People, Policy, and Action 

September 28th:  

  Important to Know:  

   -Political Involvement 

   -Political Ideology 

   -Political Participation 

 -Chapter 6 Quiz 

What to read for September 30th:  

 -Read Chapter 7 

 

September 30th: Reporting Politics (No Class)  

  Important to Know:  

   -The Role of the Media in Politics 

   -How political information is presented. 

   -Agenda Setting. 

 

 -Complete the Chapter 7 Quiz on your own time but it is due by the end of September 30th.  

What to read for October 5th:  

 -Read Chapter 8 

October 5th: Reporting Politics  

  Important to Know:  

   -Political Voting Behaviors 

   -
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What to read for October 7th:  

 -Read Chapter 9 

October 7th: Parties in the U.S.A 

  Important to Know:  

   -The role of Political Parties 

   -Divided Government (Good or Bad?)  

   -Politics and Polarization in Parties.  

 -Chapter 8 Quiz 

What to Read for October 12th:  

 -Read Chapter 9 

October 12th: Interests in Politics 

  Important to Know: 

   -What makes an Interest Group?  

   -Are Interest Groups better representations of the People? 

 -Chapter 10 Quiz 

 

October 13th: Study Session! 

 -Completely Optional!  

October 14th: Exam #2 (Covering Chapters 5-10) 

Part 3: Policy Creation, Implementation, and Adjudication 

October 19th: Congress and its Importance 

 Important to Know:  

  -Congressional Oversight 

  -Lawmaking Process 

  -Policy Making in Congress 

 Chapter 11 Quiz 

What to Read for October 21st:  

 Read Chapter 12 

October 21th: The Chief Executive 

 Important to Know:  

  -Passion and the Executive 

  -Presidential Leadership 
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 Chapter 15 Quiz 

What to Read for November 11th:  

 Read Chapter 16 

November 11th: Social Welfare and its Role 

 Important to Know:  

  -What is the core argument to Social Welfare? 

  -Types of Social Welfare 

  -What are the limits of Social Welfare in the United States?
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