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Course Description

This course is designed to introduce students to the fundawfeAitakrican government and politics. The first part of the
course examines the ideological, historical, socioeconomic, and constitutional contexts of politics in the United State
second part explores components of the political process incitetiest igroups, political parties, and elections. The third
part focuses on the institutions of government (executive, legislative, and judicial branches) that create and implemer
policies. The vast majority of our focus will be on nationgbdditiek, although at points we will cover some aspects of state
and local governments as well.

LSU Integrative Learning Core

Integratedliearningallowsstudentsto makesimpleconnectionsamongideasand experienceand acrossdisciplinesand
perspectigs.The LSU Integrativel earningCore (ILC) curriculumis designedo developstudentabilitiesto transfertheir
learningo newsituationsaanddemonstrata sensef selfasalearnerA fundamentatjoalof the ILC isto foster VW XGH Q'
practicabndintellectuatapacitieassociatedith integrativdearningn preparatiorior highcompetencandfunctionalityin

their postbaccalaureatareersThis coursdulfills the BOR Areaof Social/Behavi@aiencasdprovidesstudentexperience

with the ILC proficiencyof InquinandAnalysis

Course Requirements

The course requirements include reading the text book, watching video presentations, reading the Power Point slide:
practices quizzes, writirgports, and taking three multiplmice exams (the final is not cumulative). The course schedul
for completing practice quizzes, writing assignments and exams is listed below as well as on the course Moodla page.
on-line course that movesryeajuickly with assignments due throughout the semester, so it is very important that you
close attention to the course schedule and check the Moodle site regularly. | provide updates and reminders near th
WKH ORRGOH SDJH XQGHRFBERYRX@FOIPHQWINVOO VHQG HPDLOV EXW GR
deadlines. Agaiihis imperative that you check the Moodle site regularly

Required Reading Materials
The text book for the course is listed below. Jibw@ok version is






Practice Quizzes

A practice quiz on Moodle has been design to accompany each chapter of the text. Each quiz contains approxim
multiplechoice questions on contepovered in the text. While these quizzes are not comprehensive in their coverage,
should help you assess your grasp of some key concepts and hopefully help you learn more of the material in prepar
the exams. NOTE: You may take eachagiinany times as you want to improve your score up until the time when the qt
is closed (note the times listed on the syllabus). Each quiz is worth 0.5 percent of your course gradegjoeradotabfof
your course grade). Note that the pragticezes are due at 6:00 p.m. on the dates listed on the sidladdlysqiriday



Adding the Course Late

If you addthe course after the first day of the semester, it is your responsibility to make up any work that you mi
Assignments that are past due must be completed within one week of your adding the course. If quizzes have clos
submissions are no fpar accepted through Moodle, you must contact me for instructions on how to complete this wc
Requests made more than one week after adding the course are usually not granted.

Special Needs

For students who have special needs or who require accoomsatiatiugh Disability Services, please advise me of yout
situation so arrangements can be made. If you are a student registered through Disabilities Services and you are
"1RWH 7DNHUp WR DVVLVW \RX LQ DVVH RJE ik Qoiirs®, pase\VeniaiQrte tRaAaRprodridter
form at the beginning of the semester. | will then post the code listed on the form to the course Moodle page to
volunteers to contact you through Disabilities Services. If you are a studeril BteteQ YROXQWHHULQJ W
7TDNHUpy SOHDVH UHDG WKH LQVWUXFWLRQV LQGLFDWHG RQ WKH FRXUV

Course Schedule
Please pay careful attention to the due dates for the various practice quizzes, assignments, and exams. Note that the



Week #6:February 1622
Public Opinion
Make certain you take Exam #1 anytime from 6:00 p.m. on Stetgtagyy 1éhrough 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
February 18
ReadGovernment in AmeCicapter 6.
Video Presentations: Chapter 6.
Practice Quiz: Chapter 6 to be completdetiokay February 2at 6:00 p.m.
Work on Report 2 (due oriWednesday-ebruary 26

Week #7:February 2329
MassTm a 0 edia and Interest Groups
Submit Report 2by Wednesday, Februaryd@:00 p.m.
ReadGovernmémtAmeric&hapters 7 and 10.
Video Presentations: Chapters 7 and 10.
Practice Quizzes: Chapters 7 and 10 to be complé&tedayFebruary 28t 6:00 p.m.

Week #8:March 17
Congress
ReadGovernment in AmeCicapter 11.
Video PresentationShapter 11.
Practice Quiz: Chapter 11 to be completdgtidgy, March &t 6:00 p.m.
Work on Report 8 (due on Mondayjarch 9.

Week #9:March 814

Political Parties and ElectionsTm
Submit Report 8 by MondayMarch Sat 6:00 p.m.
ReadGovernmenAimericaChapters 8 and 9.







