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n introductory tour of American government and politics. We will use theories of politics, as well as 
historical and current events, to develop an understanding of the structures and processes of our government and the 
behaviors of leaders and citizens. The focus will be on national politics, but we will touch a bit on state and local politics too.  
 
Through lectures, readings, videos, discussion, and activities, this course helps you learn how American politics works�����Z�K�D�W�·�V��
happening now, and major issues facing the nation, all while honing analytical & advocacy skills.  
 
Most of what I present in class is from a social science perspective�³ the systematic study of political science to develop 
knowledge. However, consistent with the institutional values of LSU, I teach the course in a way that affirms basic democratic 
principles, that values facts and the search for truth over partisan talking points, and that recognizes the value of Black lives. 
Some of our readings are opinion pieces illustrating important perspectives, particularly those that express commitments to 
�G�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\���L�Q���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���I�R�U�P�V�����7�K�R�V�H���D�U�H���P�D�U�N�H�G���´op�µ in the reading schedule below. 
 
POLS 2052 is an Integrated Learning course. These courses allow students to make connections among ideas and experiences 
and across disciplines and perspectives. The LSU Integrative Learning Core (ILC) curriculum is designed to develop student 
abilities to transfer their learning to new situations and demonstrate a sense of self as a learner. A fundamental goal of the ILC 
is to foster �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�· practical and intellectual capacities associated with integrative learning in preparation for high competence 
and functionality in their post-baccalaureate careers. This course fulfills

 politics research, questions about the strategies and outcomes in the 
games we play,

in   
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by familiarizing yourself with the study guide for the next week, then do assigned readings for Tues�G�D�\�����	���P�D�\�E�H���7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\�·�V��
too), and then watch each �O�H�F�W�X�U�H�����0�R�V�W���Z�H�H�N�V���K�D�Y�H���D���T�X�L�]���D�W���W�K�H���H�Q�G�����D�Q�G���\�R�X�·�O�O���K�D�Y�H���V�R�P�H���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�V���D�Q�G���Y�H�U�\���V�K�R�U�W��
assignments too.  

Since this course is three credit hours, you should expect to spend roughly 9 hours in an average week on reading, watching 
video lectures, writing, thinking, and studying for class.  

Moodle Course Website  
�$�O�O���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���U�H�J�L�V�W�H�U�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H���F�D�Q���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H�·�V��Moodle page. The Moodle page includes this course syllabus, 
study tips, readings, lecture slides, assignments, discussion modules, quizzes, exams, and all other relevant course material.  

Required Readings 
There is a substantial amount of reading for this class �² around 50-70 pages per week. You won’t succeed in this class 
without carefully reading assigned material. You are required to acquire one book (buy new/used, rent, borrow). The 
other is available for free through the LSU library: 

1)Kernell et al. (2019). The Logic of American Politics. 9th Edition . (8th edition is 95% similar, if you can find it cheaper online,
�E�X�W���\�R�X�·�U�H���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�O�H���I�R�U����th edition content.)

Textbook website: practice quizzes, chapter summaries, flashcards 
(https://edge.sagepub.com/kernell9e). 

2) John Sides, Michael Tesler, & Lynn Vavreck. (2018). Identity Crisis: The 2016 Presidential Campaign and the Battle for the Meaning
of America. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press. Available for free through LSU library!

�,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����Z�H�·�O�O���U�H�D�G��a few short news anaysis/blog articles on current or recent events, listed with links. 

https://edge.sagepub.com/kernell9e
https://guides.lib.lsu.edu/NYT
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.npr.org/
http://www.theadvocate.com/
http://lsureveille.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/
http://www.mischiefsoffaction.com/
http://fivethirtyeight.com/
http://www.vox.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/section/upshot
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by participating in ongoing research in �/�6�8�·�V Media Effects Lab [MEL], or by completing an alternate assignment in lieu of a 
research participation opportunity (https://lsu-manship.sona-systems.com).  
 
For full credit, you must earn three (3) MEL points during the semester, which equals three hours. You should plan to have at 
least 1.5 MEL points (1.5 hours) completed by the second exam to stay on track. Most MEL studies will be conducted online 
this semester. Psst: �<�R�X�·�U�H���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���F�D�U�H�I�X�O�O�\���D�Q�G���,���D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�H���W�K�D�W�����3�O�H�D�V�H��upload a picture of a 

https://lsu-manship.sona-systems.com/
https://www.lsu.edu/disability/
https://www.lsu.edu/academicaffairs/cxc/writing.php
https://www.lsu.edu/shc/mental-health/mhshome.php


http://www.lsu.edu/saa
https://www.lsu.edu/studentaffairs/sexualmisconduct.php
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/01/03/this-is-not-same-pandemic/
https://tompepinsky.com/2017/01/06/everyday-authoritarianism-is-boring-and-tolerable/
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/09/05/why-norms-matter-politics-trump-215535
http://brightlinewatch.org/tempered-expectations-and-hardened-divisions-a-year-into-the-biden-presidency/
https://www.law.berkeley.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Racial-Authoritarianism-Weaver-Prowse.pdf
https://www.vox.com/mischiefs-of-faction/2016/11/4/13522686/legitimate-opposition-political-parties
https://www.mischiefsoffaction.com/post/we-all-live-in-the-america-trump-has-made-normal-politics-isn-t-enough
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/trump-democratic-legitimacy-election/2020/12/11/1adfe688-3b14-11eb-9276-ae0ca72729be_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2021/01/07/capitol-riot-political-tradition-unamerican-history/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/23/opinion/sunday/disenfranchisement-democracy-minority-rule.html
https://www.facebook.com/SenatorSasse/posts/3517705981660655
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/trump-capitol-mob-attack-origins/2021/01/09/0cb2cf5e-51d4-11eb-83e3-322644d82356_story.html
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/01/30/what-ulysses-grant-can-teach-joe-biden-about-putting-down-violent-insurrections-463976
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/01/11/what-you-need-know-about-how-many-americans-condone-political-violence-why/?utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=wp_monkeycage&utm_medium=social
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2021/10/16/the-pivotal-state-for-making-americas-senate-more-proportional-is-alaska
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2013/12/09/our-broken-constitution
https://thehill.com/opinion/judiciary/587431-the-constitution-isnt-working
https://thehill.com/opinion/judiciary/587431-the-constitution-isnt-working
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/06/upshot/blue-cities-want-to-make-their-own-rules-red-states-wont-let-them.html
https://www.mischiefsoffaction.com/post/19th-amendment
https://www.vox.com/22444100/texas-bans-abortion-6-weeks-supreme-court
https://jacobinmag.com/2020/11/ending-federalism-as-we-know-it
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2020-04-25/tension-between-governors-mayors-over-coronavirus-lockdown
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2020-04-25/tension-between-governors-mayors-over-coronavirus-lockdown
https://www.vox.com/identities/22334014/trans-athletes-bills-explained
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/23/podcasts/1619-slavery-anniversary.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kcCnQ3iRkys
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kcCnQ3iRkys
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/black-history-american-democracy.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/12/adam-serwer-civility/600784/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-reparations/361631/
https://www.vox.com/2020/6/17/21284527/systemic-racism-black-americans-9-charts-explained
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2021/1/20/22235986/biden-trump-travel-muslim-ban
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/five-myths/five-myths-about-free-speech/2020/07/02/7e2694b8-bb1b-11ea-80b9-40ece9a701dc_story.html
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https://urbanaffairsreview.files.wordpress.com/2019/06/trounstine_ritter_segregationbydesign_comic.pdf
https://urbanaffairsreview.files.wordpress.com/2019/06/trounstine_ritter_segregationbydesign_comic.pdf
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2019/05/resegregation-baton-rouge-public-schools/589381/
https://t.co/sE78G9gtvh
https://www.npr.org/2020/10/17/924527679/why-do-nonwhite-georgia-voters-have-to-wait-in-line-for-hours-too-few-polling-pl
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/23/opinion/trump-racism-suburbs.html
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/togetherbr/pages/237/attachments/original/1485930293/Together_BR_Unequal_policing_2-2017.pdf?1485930293
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/togetherbr/pages/237/attachments/original/1485930293/Together_BR_Unequal_policing_2-2017.pdf?1485930293
https://www.epi.org/multimedia/segregated-by-design-a-preview-of-the-animated-film-based-on-richard-rothsteins-the-color-of-law/



