
POLITICAL SCIENCE 2053-001 
Introduction to Comparative Politics 

Fall 2020 
116 Stubbs 

 
Instructor: Dr. Harry Mokeba Office Hours: M|W|F 8:00-9:00 
Office: 209 Stubbs Hall M|W|F 11:30-12:30 
Telephone: 225-578-2143  
Email: hmokeba@lsu.edu  

 
Objective: The course is designed to provide students with tools necessary for examining 
politics across the countries of the world. In particular, we will provide a foundation for 
understanding the concepts on which political systems operate, the forces that account for 
change and continuity and the basis for comparing political performance in the first, second 
and third worlds. It is expected that by the end of the semester, students must have developed 
the analytical skills for explaining the differences and similarities in the select countries 
discussed in class. POLI 2053 is a General Education course designed to improve broad 
knowledge, stimulate life-long learning and develop critical understanding of the political 
phenomena.  
 
The University strives toward Learning Competency and the fulfillment of the following 
objectives: 

 Ability to think, describe, interpret and analyze the world 

 Facility to make sense of the world that impacts on our own local system 

 The need to gain critical perspectives of the governments and institutions across 
various political systems 

COVID-19 Statement  
We remain under pandemic conditions and expect to be in this state for the entire semester. In 
order to consistently provide the highest quality LSU education, all students should follow 
current LSU guidelines. These include the following:  

1. If you have any signs of illness, do not come to class.  
2. In order to protect all campus community members, the University requires everyone to 

wear facemasks/cloths on campus. Failure to do so is a violation of the code of student 
conduct.  

3. Wash hands with soap and water or clean with sanitizer frequently, and refrain from 
touching your face.  

4. If you have to cough or sneeze unexpectedly, please be mindful of others nearby and 
cough or sneeze into your elbow or shield yourself the best you can.  

5. If you have been exposed to others who have tested positive for COVID-19, self-
quarantine consistent with current CDC guidelines.  

 
 
 
 





 
Lecture Outline & Reading Assignments 
 

Aug 24 
 

Course Introduction: The study of politics; the 
Value of Comparative Politics; Comparative 
Methods and Problems 
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Aug 31 Characteristics of Political Systems: Defined by 
their Context; Driven by Constitutions and 
Ideologies; Sustained by their Economics  
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Aug 31 Institutional Approach: Legislature, Executive, 
Judiciary; Interest Groups, Political Parties and 
Individuals 
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Sept 14 Take Home Exam DUE! 
 

 

Sept 14 Politics in Capitalist Democracies: Historical Basis 
and Contemporary Attributes: Great Britain 
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Sept 21 Politics in Capitalist Democracies: Historical Basis 
and Contemporary Attributes: France 
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Sept 28 Politics in Capitalist Democracies: Historical Basis 
and Contemporary Attributes: Germany and 
Japan 
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Sept 28 Overview for midterm ex



Nov 09 Developing Countries: Historical Basis and 
Contemporary Attributes: Iran & Nigeria 
 

 

Nov 16 Review for research paper and final exam & 
Online Course Evaluation 
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Nov 23 No Class, no presentations; Two-Country 
Survey/Paper of Recent Events Due online 
 

 

Nov 30 Final Exam By 11:55 pm 
 


