
POLI 2053: Introduction to Comparative Politics 

T/R: 12:00-1:20pm 

Location: Stubbs 116 
 

Professor: Austin S. Matthews   Office Hours: Thursday 1:30-2:30 or by appt. 

Office: Stubbs 320    Email: amatt18@lsu.edu   

      

Overview 
 

This course introduces students to the comparative study of nation and governments throughout 

the world. The goal is to better understand how governments are organized, what roles they play 



Grading Scale: 

 

Final grades will be determined in accordance with the current plus/minus system of alphabetical 

grading utilized by LSU. Below are the possible grades and their numerical range. 

Score  

http://www.lsu.edu/saa.%C2%A0


http://www.lsu.edu/saa
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/fs/pnorris/Acrobat/stm103%20articles/lijphart%20Constitutional_Design.pdf
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/fs/pnorris/Acrobat/stm103%20articles/lijphart%20Constitutional_Design.pdf
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.544.810&rep=rep1&type=pdf


Week 5, Sept 19-23: A Survey of Political Ideologies and Parties 

 

Read: %DNNHU��5\DQ��HW�DO��������³0HDVXULQJ�3DUW\�3RVLWLRQV�LQ�(XURSH��7KH�&KDSHO�+LOO�

Expert Survey Trend File, 1999-�����´������������-152. Available at: 

http://www.chesdata.eu/Papers/PP_2015.pdf. 

 

Week 6, Sept 26-30: Authoritarianism: Single Party Systems 

 

Read: *DQGKL��-HQQLIHU��DQG�$GDP�3U]HZRUVNL��������³$XWKRULWDULDQ�,QVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�WKH�

Survival RI�$XWRFUDWV�´�Comparative Political Studies 40 (11): 1279-1301. Available at: 

http://politics.as.nyu.edu/docs/IO/2800/cps_2007.pdf 

 

Week 7, Oct 3 – 7: 

http://www.chesdata.eu/Papers/PP_2015.pdf
http://is.muni.cz/el/1423/jaro2005/MVZ150/um/Diamond-Thinking_about_Hybrid_Regimes.pdf
http://is.muni.cz/el/1423/jaro2005/MVZ150/um/Diamond-Thinking_about_Hybrid_Regimes.pdf
http://lib.cufe.edu.cn/upload_files/other/4_20140523031503_36%20Krueger%201974.pdf
http://lib.cufe.edu.cn/upload_files/other/4_20140523031503_36%20Krueger%201974.pdf


Week 13, Nov 14 – 18: The Resource Curse 
 

Read: Basedau��0DWWKLDV��DQG�-DQQ�/D\��������³5HVRXUFH�&XUVH�RU�5HQWLHU�3HDFH"�7KH�

http://ejournal.narotama.ac.id/files/The%20Ambiguous.pdf
http://johnmearsheimer.uchicago.edu/pdfs/Ukraine%20Article%20in%20Foreign%20Affairs.pdf
http://johnmearsheimer.uchicago.edu/pdfs/Ukraine%20Article%20in%20Foreign%20Affairs.pdf

