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COURSE INFORMATION 

 

Course: Introduction to Comparative Politics, POLI 2053-
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7KH�ILUVW�SDUW�HQWLWOHG�³3RZHU��,GHRORJ\��DQG�WKH�&DSLWDO-Nation-6WDWH´�FRQVWLWXWHV�WKH�

foundations of comparative politics. We will conceptualize politics, discuss competing 

ideologies, and understand the capitalist modern nation-state: its meaning and the historical 

formation. Some ontological and methodological issues will be discussed between the first and 

VHFRQG�SDUWV��7KH�VHFRQG�SDUW�³'HPRFUDFLHV��'LFWDWRUVKLSV��DQG�3HRSOH´�ZLOO�GHDO�ZLWK�WKH�

emergence and demise of political regimes (democracies and dictatorships), by focusing on 

various features of democratization, and by comparing top-down (elite-driven) and bottom-up 

(mass
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3)  Attendance and participation (20%) 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

 

All students are expected to read and be familiar with the LSU Code of Student Conduct and 

Commitment to Community, found online at www.lsu.edu/saa. It is your responsibility as a 

student at LSU to know and understand the academic standards for our community. A student 

suspected of violating the Code of Conduct will be referred to the Office of Student Advocacy 

and Accountability. 

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS  

 

Week 1 (08/27, 08/29) Preliminaries 

No require reading 

 

Week 2 (09/03, 09/05) What Is Politics?   

Shively, Chapter 1 

 

Week 3 (09/10, 09/12) What Do We Believe, and Why?  

Shively, Chapter 2 

 

Week 4-5 (09/17, 09/19, 09/24) Where Does the State Come from, and Where Will It Go?  

Shively, Chapter 3 

7LOO\��&KDUOHV��������³:DU�0DNLQJ�DQG�6WDWH�0DNLQJ�DV�2UJDQL]HG�&ULPH�´�,Q�Bringing the State 

Back In, ed. Peter Evans, Dietrich Reuschemeyer, and Theda Skocpol. New York: Cambridge 

University Press.  

 

Week 5 (09/26) First Examination 

10:30 ± 11:50 am in our classroom 

 

Week 6 (10/01, 10/03) Three Research Traditions and Methods of Comparison 

6KLYHO\��$SSHQGL[��DQG�WKH�VHFWLRQ�RQ�³3ROLWLFDO�6FLHQFH´�LQ�Chapter 1 

 

Week 7 (10/08, 10/10) What Is Democracy? Which Countries Are Democratic? 

Shively, Chapter  

 

Week 8 (10/15, 10/17) Conference and the Fall Break 

No class meeting 

 

Week 9-10 (10/22, 10/24, 10/29) Why and How Do Democracies Emerge and Endure?  

Shively, Chapter 7 (continue) and Chapter 13 

3U]HZRUVNL��$GDP��DQG�)HUQDQGR�/LPRQJL��������³0RGHUQL]DWLRQ��7KHRULHV�DQG�)DFWV�´�World 

Politics 49: 155-183. 

 

Week 10-11 (10/31, 11/05) Does Culture Matter for Democracy? 
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Shively, Chapter 8 

 

Week 11 (11/07) Second Examination 

10:30 ± 11:50 am in our 


