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2) Some topics and class meetings for this course will require additional readings or notes from
various academic sources selected by the instructor. These materials are listed by date on the
Topics and Readings Schedule, and will be uploaded to the course Moodle site in .pdf format for
download. It is the student’s responsibility to access and review the appropriate materials for the



assigned class period. If the documents are unavailable or cannot be accessed for any reason,
inform the instructor so that technical issues can be corrected/modified.

3) Students will also be required to keep up-to-date with current events and news (via selected
news articles), as it pertains to topics in international politics and political events/activities in
countries around the world. News articles will be selected by the instructor and posted to the
course Moodle site throughout the semester for review by students. These news articles qualify
as assigned reading, as content from the articles will form the basis for quiz material. Students
may wish to supplement this material with reading additional news articles on their own, in order
to become more familiar with topics in international politics. Recommended traditional media
sources for optional supplemental reading include The New York Times, The Washington Post,
BBC World News, The Times of London, and The Economist, among others.

Graded Requirements Description

Attendance

Attendance is mandatory in this course, and student roll will be taken for every class meeting.
This policy is in conjunction with a University-wide effort to bolster student attendance, as
research has shown that students who attend class regularly have improved performance scores.
Each student is allowed three unexcused absences before it affects their attendance score. Each
unexcused absence beyond the third unexcused absence results in a 1% lowering of their
Attendance score.

Participation (in-class)

Student participation during class discussion helps to facilitate learning and is a required
component. This includes comments related to lecture and reading content, as well as appropriate
questions that contribute to the discussion. Students are expected to contribute to class discussion
on an occasional basis.

Participation Summaries (4 summary assignments)

Participation and textbook readings are key to student learning and success in this course.
Participation scores for this course will be determined by four (4) readings-based summaries that
are to be turned-in to class on the dates noted below. These participation assignments are
designed to keep students on-track with their textbook readings. Each summary is to be
approximately two-pages double spaced, and will cover chapters assigned by your instructor.
Hard-copies (printed out on paper) of the summaries are to be handed in at the beginning of class
on the due date. You must print them out and hand them in during class!

Quizzes (4)

Students will take four in-class quizzes on the dates noted by instructor. As noted above,
material for quizzes will be based on content from news articles provided by the instructor, as it
relates to international politics and relevant subject matter. Quizzes will be multiple-choice.
Missed quizzes cannot be made-up and will result in a score of zero. You will need a small
scantron for quizzes.

Exams (2)

-Midterm Exam

This exam is cumulative in the respect that it will test for content covered from the beginning of
the course. The format for this exam will be multiple choice. The Midterm Exam will be
administered in-class on March 7, 2018. You will need a small scantron and a pencil for this
exam.










you use the APSA citation style. Ignorance of the citation method is not an excuse for academic
misconduct. Remember there is a difference between paraphrasing and quoting and how to
properly cite each respectively.

Technology Use

Laptop use in class for note-taking and research purposes is contingently permitted. Cell phone
use is not allowed and should be avoided. Continued abuse of technology privileges may result
in punitive adjustments to a student’s participation grade. Likewise, use of other technological
devices is prohibited, unless approved by the instructor. Students may not record lectures or class
discussions using any type of electronic device. Concerns related to this or any policy listed
above should be discussed with the instructor, as amicable modifications will be based on
genuine needs of the student, as it relates to learning in a university environment.

Communication and Conduct

All communication with the instructor, participation summaries, and other written work should
be prepared using formal, standard language. In other words, do not use “texting” language or
other abbreviated jargon to communicate your thoughts and ideas for this class. Additionally, all



Topics and Assigned Reading Schedule

Date Topics Readings / Notes

Jan 10 (W) Course Introduction Syllabus

Jan 12 International Relations: An Introduction -No Reading-

Jan 15 **No Class** -No Reading-

Martin Luther King Day

Jan 17 Historical Context of International Relations | Textbook, Chapter 2
(partial)

Jan 19 Historical Context of International Relations | Textbook, Chapter 2

(partial)




Feb 19 The Role of the Individual;



Apr 4 Security and International Terrorism Haas and Hird 2013




