International Politics

Spring 2022 Dmitriy R. Nurullayev
Room: Coates103 O ce: Howe Russell153
Time: TTH 12:00- 1:20 Email: dnurull@Isu.edu

"The ignorance of one voter in a democracyimpairs the security of all." -John F. Kennedy

Course Description

This is an introductory courseon International Relationsin the context of war and peace. The sub-
ject of international politics can spana wide array of topics from defenseto global climate change
and there is no coursethat could cover the full range of issuesimpacting international politics.
Further, the list of problemswhich enjoy high issuesaliencedi ers from one administration to an-
other and is often basedmore on domestic politics rather than objective levels of threat presented
by speci c issues.This coursewill largely focuson moretraditional issueshat impact global politics.

The courseis designedto give you a sampling of readingsrelated to war and peacebetweennation
states. The objective is NOT to provide you with de nitive answers,but instead, to raise philosoph-
ical questionsand grapple with written works that have attempted to createtheoretical foundations
focusedon answeringthese questions. The coursedoesnot, on its own, prepare you for any kind
of careerin the eld of international relations. However, if you do have an interest in such a ca-
reer, the coursecan serveasa helpful gatewayto start thinking about the issuesin a structured way.

We will take a discussionbasedapproachin this course,and you, as students, will be expectedto

make frequent contributions, ask goodquestions,and be helpful colleaguego all of the course

policies.
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Course Policies

Academic Integrity: Academicintegrity is of paramount importance and evidenceof plagiarism
or cheating will result in a referral to the o ce of the dean.

Late Submissions and Arrivals: | do not accept late work or allow late walk-ins . Please
make arrangementsto arrive in classon time and to turn in your work by the deadline.

Electronic Devices: All electronic devices,including laptops, are prohibited. If you have a dis-
ability or a specialcircumstancethat necessitateghe useof an electronic device, pleaselet me know.

Attendance: Attendance will be taken every classperiod. This is a discussionbasedcourseand

requires regular attendance. | understand that things come up; you are allowed to miss 4 classes
without a penalty. Any additional absenceswill result in 1 point reduction in your total course
grade per absence.Missing 6 classmeetings (beyond the allowable 3) will automatically result in a

failing grade for the course.

Grades: Gradeswill be allocated accordingto the following schedule.

Score Grade Score Grade Score Grade Score Grade
97-100 A+ 87-89 B+ 77-719 C+ 67-69 D+
93-96 A 83-86 B 73-716 C 63-66 D

90-92 A- 80-82 B- 70-72  C- 60-62 D-
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Ph - 208

This is a discussionbased course and as such requires active participation on your part. | will
make a concerted e ort to call on all students, but it is your responsibility to be engagedand
participate in the discussion. Participation makesup (intentionally) a large portion of your total
grade. Throughout the semesterl will update your participation grade on Moodle to give you an
idea where you stand.

FBRa Em -40b

The nal examwill coverall of the material studied throughout the semester.We will discussthe
exam structure and expectationsin detail. | have posted a sample nal exam on Moodle (Please
note that this sample nal examis from a di erent course. The questionsin the sample nal exam
are not necessarilyrelated to this course. It is there to showyou the generalstructure of the exam
and give you an idea of what to expect).

Weekly Reading and Assignment Schedule

Pleaseseethe courseMoodle pagefor a detailed reading and assignmentschedule.



