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C

contextual knowledge, 2) scientific understanding, and 3) 

conflicting perspectives on international politics at the introductory level. First, diverse 

international events will be understood not as fragmented facts but under historical, political, or 

theoretical context to help students think holistically. Second, given that IR is a subfield of political 

“science,” students will learn how to approach numerous international issues in a scientific way. 

Finally, students will be exposed to various international theories and sub-strands, all of which 

suggest different perspectives to understand the most complicated world we have ever witnessed. 

By the end of the semester, students are expected to critically analyze world affairs using academic 

tools, namely IR concepts and theories, and to develop their own opinions on international agendas 

with logic and reasoning. 

 

 

General Education

As a part of general education courses for social science undergraduates, this course has 

been designed with the expected learning outcomes in mind: 

 

1. An LSU graduate will demonstrate effective communication of complex knowledge and ideas 

through written, oral, visual, and technological media. 

2. An LSU graduate will demonstrate an understanding of historical, cultural, and philosophical 

complexity which supports sophisticated discourse. 

3. An LSU graduate will be able to conduct research-based inquiry, including articulation of 

complex disciplinary and interdisciplinary problems, effective evaluation and analysis of 

primary and secondary sources, and integration of relevant information into original disclosure. 

4. An LSU graduate will be able to employ scientific and mathematical methods and technology 

in the resolution of laboratory and real-world problems. 

5.  "An LSU graduate will demonstrate an understanding of the factors associated with global 

interdependence, including economic, political, psychological, cultural, and linguistic forces. 

6. An LSU graduate will have the knowledge, skills, and disposition, which attest to a 

commitment and ability to recognize and to participate in processes that improve the civic life 

of communities. 
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Required Textbook 

 

Blanton, Shannon L., and Charles W. Kegley. 2017. World Politics: Trend and Transformation, 

2016-



Group 

Presentation 

(1) 

1 
W5 

(Feb.10) 

G1 History of the Berlin Wall 

G2 U.S. Strategy during/after the Cold War 

2 
W5 

(Feb.14) 

G1 A Daily Life in Global North vs. South 

G2 FDI: Success vs. Failure (Case Study) 

3 
W6 

(Feb.19) 
G1 Hitler vs. Stalin 









    

Week 10: War and Peace – Ch.7 – 9 

 Mar. 16 M Causes of Armed Conflict & Power (Reaction Paper 2 Due) 

 Mar. 18 W Roads to Peace (1) 

 Mar. 20 F Roads to Peace (2) 

    

Week 11: Spring Break, No Class 

    

Week 12: Nonstate Actors – Ch. 6 

 Mar. 30 M World Issue Activity 5 

 Apr. 01 W 


