
POLI 2057: Introduction to International Politics 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:30-11:50am Spring 2022 

214 Coates Hall 
 

Instructor 
• Daniel C. Tirone  
• 

Course Description: This course is an introductory lecture in international relations, a subfield 
of political science.  No previous coursework or background in international relations or political 
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In addition to the selections from the textbook above, additional readings will be made available 
on Moodle or in the library. As this course is also focused on current events in international 
politics, students are expected to remain abreast of the state of current international affairs 
through the utilization of newspapers, periodicals, and other sources of international news. This 
information may be utilized in class and subject to unannounced quizzes 
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Letter Grades and Percentages 
 
A+: 97 
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Plagiarism and Citation Method: As a student at LSU, it is your responsibility to refrain from 
plagiarizing the academic property of another and to utilize appropriate citation method for all 
coursework.  Ignorance of the citation method is not an excuse for academic misconduct.  
Remember there is a difference between paraphrasing and quoting and how to properly cite each 
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Week 5: February 15 & 17 
• Alternatives to Power Politics (continued) 
• Allison, Graham. 2018. “The Myth of the Liberal Order” Foreign Affairs 97(4): 124+ 
• Biden, Joseph R. Jr.  2016. “Building on Success”.  Foreign Affairs 95(5): 46-57.  
• Deudney, Daniel and G. John Ikenberry. 2018. “The Resilient Order.” Foreign Affairs 97(4): 

16+. 
 
Week 6: February 22 & 24 

• International Conflict: IR, Chapter 5 
 
Week 7: March 3 – No Clas
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Week 15: April 26 & 28 
• April 26: Unscheduled day for remaining course material 
• April 28: Final Exam Review Session 

 
Week 16: May 3 & 5 

• Group Presentations 
 
Week 17: Final Exam Week, No Class 

• Final exam will be administered Wednesday, May 11 beginning at 3:00pm based on the 
schedule set forth by the registrar 
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Guidelines for Group Project on Global Affairs 
 
Working in a groups of 3-5 students, each class member will participate in a group project relating 
to current events in a specific geographic region (detailed below).  The project should focus on a 
topical international issue involving at least two countries, with one or more of the countries 
being located in the group’s specified region. The regions are as follows:  
 
Global Regions  

• Africa 
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Option A: Group Paper and Accompanying In-Class Presentation 
 



Syllabus POLI 2057 Spring 2022 
 

10 
 

Option B: Multimedia Project 
 
If this option is chosen, the group must submit a multimedia based project of no longer than 8 
minutes for presentation in class. Each minute in excess of 8 will result in a half-letter grade 
deduction from the final project grade. The projects must be uploaded to Moodle by 10pm on 
the night preceding the in-class screening. 
 
The project must focus on the key issues and questions detailed above, as with option A. The 
group has a wide variety of options to choose from when it comes to the type of media they 
choose to utilize, but it must cover the necessary material and require no input or action on 
behalf of the audience. Narrated PowerPoint presentations are not a permissible submission 
type. The project submission must also be entirely self-contained, meaning that it includes all 
necessary elements such as narration and visuals. The overall concept is that the audience 
participation will be limited to beginning the presentation, and a student accessing the 
presentation file from home will have the same experience as those students viewing it when it 
was screened in class.  For example, a video which is done in the manner of a “60 Minutes” style 
segment on the group’s chosen issue would be appropriate, but a website which is created by 
the group is not. All projects will be posted online for other students to reference, in addition to 
being shown in class. Projects will be assessed on the accuracy of the information, creativity of 
concept, and technical execution in accordance with a rubric which will be distributed in class. 
All cited material must be properly attributed to the original source; a half-letter grade deduction 
may be taken for each instance of an unattributed quotation or use of original material. Projects 
which engage in plagiarism will be given an “F” and students reported to the university.

http://grok.lsu.edu/categories.aspx?parentcategoryid=1604
http://grok.lsu.edu/categories.aspx?parentcategoryid=2558

