Poli 2060: Introduction to Political Theory

Tu-Th: 900-1030am, Audobon 104
Instructor: Alexander Orwin


mailto:aorwin1@lsu.edu
mailto:jboers@lsu.edu

Plato. Republic. Trans. Allan Bloom. Second Edition. Basic Books: 1991.

Tocqueville. Democracy in America. Trans. Harvey C. Mansfield and Delba Winthrop.
University of Chicago Press, 2000.

Syllabus

Readings are mandatory. Short questions about the text will be distributed before each
assignment to help guide you through them.

Jan. 11: Introduction

Jan. 16: Machiavelli, Prince, pp. 3-25

Jan. 18: Machiavelli, pp. 26-47

Jan. 23: Machiavelli, pp. 48-82

Jan. 25: Machiavelli, pp. 83-105

Jan. 30: Locke, Second Treatise on Government, 1-32

Feb. 1: Locke, 33-74

Feb. 6: Locke, 75-108

Feb. 8, Locke, 109-48, Jefferson, Declaration of Independence
Feb. 13: Study hard during Mardi Gras

Feb. 15: Locke, Letter on Toleration, 45-90

Feb. 20: Tocqueville, Democracy in America, pp. 3-15, 46-55
Feb. 22: Tocqueville, pp. 235-64

Feb. 27: Tocqueville, pp. 326-48, Lincoln, Second Inaugural
Mar. 1: Tocqueville, pp. 403-24, 599-604, 606-17

Mar. 6: Plato, Republic, pp. 3-34

Mar. 8: Plato, pp. 35-54

Mar. 13: Plato, pp. 54-96



Mar. 15: Plato, pp. 97-125

Mar. 20: Plato, pp. 127-52

Mar. 22: Plato, pp. 152-92

Mar. 26-30: Stay away from Pensacola
Apr. 3: Plato, pp. 193-220

Apr. 5: Plato, pp. 221-240

Apr. 10: Plato, pp. 240-75

Apr. 12: Plato, pp. 275-303

Apr. 17: Aristotle, Politics, pp. 1-24
Apr. 19: Aristotle, pp. 24-34, 38-45, 62-71
Apr. 24: Aristotle, pp. 71-96

Apr. 26: Aristotle, pp. 186-222

May 3, 1230pm: Final Exam

Grading

15%: Attendance

Attendance is essential to overall success in the course, so all enrolled students are expected to
sign in every class. Attendance will become mandatory after the final drop date has passed. Only
one unexcused absence is permitted for each student. Every additional absence will cost one
attendance mark, and entail the added risk of missing a pop quiz.
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40%: Final exam

This will consist of two take-home essays, four pages each, comparing two authors from the



