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Grading and assignments: 
• Participation:  15% 
• Discussion facilitation: 15% 
• Paper response to BTBF: 15% 
• Final paper proposal: 10% 
• Final conference presentation: 15% 
• Final paper: 30% 

*Course structure and assignments are modeled after Dr. Gunderson’s Spring 2020 honors 
seminar (The Politics of Punishment). 

The final grades will be calculated in the following way: 

100-98 = A+ 
97-93 = A 
92-90 = A-

87-89 = B+ 
86-83 = B 
82-80 = B-

79-77 = C+ 
76-73 = C 
72-70 = C-

69-67 = D+ 
66-63 = D 
62-60 = D-

Participation (15%): 
Attending and being prepared for class is mandatory and will account for 15% of the final 
grade. This is an honors seminar, so courses will be based on discussions and in-person 
activities rather than lectures.  You are expected to complete the assigned readings before 
each class and you will be required to post 2-3 discussion questions or comments based on 
the readings to Moodle ahead of each class. The participation grade will be determined from 
how often the discussion questions are posted on time as well as also active participation 
during the class discussions. You will be permitted to skip two days of posting reflection 
questions before it begins to affect your participation grade. 

Discussion facilitation (15%): 
You will be required to facilitate the discussion of one session throughout the semester (to 
be chosen in the first class). As a facilitator, you will help guide that class, by helping to pose 
questions and reflections to the group based on that week’s readings. For that week, you will 
not be required to post discussion questions ahead of time to Moodle. Instead, you will write 
an approximately 5-page reflection document on that week’s readings that will be due on 
Moodle before the start of that class. This document should summarize each of the readings, 
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https://calgara.github.io/Pol157_Spring2019/howtoread.pdf
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https://www.lsu.edu/hss/english/university_writing/faculty_resources/policies_and_proce
/support
https://www.lsu.edu/shc/wellness/the-lighthouse-program/index.php
https://www.lsu.edu/shc/mental


https://doi.org/10.1111/ajps.12134
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-polisci-042716
www.sdinet.org
https://www.lsu.edu/disability
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• Nelson, Joan M. (1976). “Sojourners versus Urbanites: Causes and Consequences of 

temporary versus permanent cityward migration in developing countries.” Economic 
Development and Cultural Change. 24(4): 721-57. 

• Thachil, T. (2017). Do Rural Migrants Divide Ethnically in the City? Evidence from 
an Ethnographic Experiment in India: American Journal of Political Science . 

• Klaus, K. & Paller, J. (2017). “City under siege: Migration and citizenship in urban 
Africa.” The Journal of Modern African Studies 55(4). 

• Adida, C.L., (2011). “Too Close for Comfort? Immigrant Exclusion in Africa.” 
Comparative Political Studies 44(10). 

• Gaikwad, N., & Nellis, G. (2020). Do Politicians Discriminate Against Internal 
Migrants? Evidence from Nationwide Field Experiments in India . American Journal of 
Political Science . 
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• Auerbach, A., LeBas, A., Post, A., & Weitz-Shapiro, R. (2018). State, Society, and 

Informality in Cities of the Global South. Studies in Comparative International 
Development. New York: Springer US. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12116-018-9269-y 

• Fox, S. (2014). The Political Economy of Slums: Theory and Evidence from Sub-
Saharan Africa . World Development . Oxford : Elsevier Science Publishers . 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2013.08.005 

• Rains, E. & Krishna, A. Forthcoming. “Informalities, volatility, and precarious social 
mobility in urban slums.” In V. Iversen, A. Krishna, & K. Sen (Eds.) Social Mobility in 
Developing Countries: Concepts, Methods, and Determinants. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press. 

• Roy, A. (2009). Why India Cannot Plan Its Cities: Informality, Insurgence and the 
Idiom of Urbanization . Planning Theory . London, England : SAGE Publications . 

• Holland, A. C. (2016). Forbearance. American Political Science Review. Washington: 
Cambridge University Press. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055416000083 
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• Mitlin, D. (2014). Politics, informality and clientelism – exploring a pro-poor urban politics (No. 

34). 
• Harriss, J. (2010). “Participation” and contestation in the governance of Indian cities (Simons 

Papers in Security and Development). Vancouver. 
• Auyero, J. (2000). The Logic of Clientelism in Argentina: An Ethnographic Account . 

Latin American Research Review . Pittsburgh : Latin American Studies Association . 
• Murillo, M., Oliveros, V., & Zarazaga, R. (2019). The Most Vulnerable Poor: Clientelism 

among Slum Dwellers. https://doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.26295.68008 
• Auerbach, A., & Thachil, T. (2018). How Clients Select Brokers: Competition and 

Choice in India’s Slums. American Political Science Review. Washington: Cambridge 
University Press. https://doi.org/10.1017/S000305541800028X 

( 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S000305541800028X
https://doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.26295.68008
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055416000083
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2013.08.005
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12116-018-9269-y
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• Final proposal due to me and one peer by 11:59 pm on October 11th 

• Instead of a regular class session you will a.) schedule a 15-minute meeting with me 
during class time to discuss your proposal and b.) provide written feedback to one 
student on his or her proposal 

O927>?6'IVth.'J7=:2:9;=':A@=:9;2:751'%%'Q'067/@'5?2L76R1'N'G72?'>;5R1'
• *Auerbach, A. (2016). Clients and Communities: The Political Economy of Party 

Network Organization and Development in India’s Urban Slums. World Politics. 
Princeton: Cambridge University Press. 

• Auerbach, A., & Thachil, T. (2019). Cultivating Clients: Reputation, Responsiveness, 
and Ethnic Indifference in India’s Slums. American Journal of Political Science. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/ajps.12468 

• Lall, S. V, Deichmann, U., Lundberg, M. K. A., & Chaudhury, N. (2004). Tenure, 
Diversity and Commitment: Community Participation for Urban Service Provision . 
The Journal of Development Studies . Taylor & Francis Ltd . 
https://doi.org/10.1080/0022038042000213184 

• Auerbach, A. (2017). Neighborhood Associations and the Urban Poor: India’s Slum 
Development Committees. World Development. Oxford: Elsevier Science Publishers. 

• Haritas, K. (2013). Gender identity in urban poor mobilizations: evidence from 
Bengaluru . Environment & Urbanization . London, England : SAGE Publications . 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0956247813477811 

*Many of these readings are by Adam Auerbach. I decided to assign several articles rather 
than his recent related book. If you would like to read the full book, the information is 
provided below: 

o Auerbach, A. (2019). Demanding Development: The Politics of Public Goods Provision 
in India’s Urban Slums. Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press.

https://doi.org/DOI
https://doi.org/10.1177/0956247813477811
https://doi.org/10.1080/0022038042000213184
https://doi.org/10.1111/ajps.12468
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• Chen, M. A., & Beard, V. A. (2018). Including the Excluded: Supporting Informal Workers 

for More Equal and Productive Cities in the Global South. Washington, DC. 
• Centeno, Miguel Angel, and Alejandro Portes. "The informal economy in the 

shadow of the state." In M. P. Fernández-Kelly & J. Shefner (Eds.), Out of the shadows: 
Political action and the informal economy in Latin America (2006): 23-48. 

• Prillaman, S. A., & Phillips, J. (2019). How the Labor Force is Mobilized: Patterns in 
Informality, Political Networks, and Political Linkages in Brazil. In S. López-
Cariboni (Ed.), The Political Economy of the BRICS Countries: Volume 3: Political Economy 
of Informality in BRIC Countries. 

• Rains, E. & Wibbels, E. Forthcoming. “Informal Work, Risk and Clientelism. Evidence 
from 223 Slums Across India.” British Journal of Political Science. 

• Gottlieb, Jessica. 2021. "The Decline of Collective Clientelism in the City: Theory 
and Evidence from Senegal." Working paper. 

#7G?A>?6'Vth.'$99?11:50'879/A?521';58'1?6G:9?1'
• Gupta, A. (2012). Red tape: bureaucracy, structural violence, and poverty in India. Durham, 

NC: Duke University Press. 
o Chapters 2 and 6 

• Cuesta, Jose et. al. (2020). “Urban social assistance: Evidence, challenges and the way 
forward, with application to Ghana.” Development Policy Review 39(3). 

• Krishna, A., Rains, E. and Wibbels, E. 2020. “Negotiating Informality – ambiguity, 
intermediation, and a patchwork of outcomes in slums of Bengaluru” Journal of 
Development Studies. 

• Ranganathan, M. (2014). Paying for Pipes, Claiming Citizenship: Political Agency and 
Water Reforms at the Urban Periphery . International Journal of Urban and Regional 
Research . Oxford : Wiley Subscription Services, Inc . 

#7G?A>?6'IWth.' X!XU'8:19/11:75'
• We will also cover the implications of the Covid-19 pandemic during this class to 

make up for the missed session due to Hurricane Ida. No readings are required on 
Covid-19. 
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