POLI 4000 American Constitutional Law — Rights of the Criminally Accused
Louisiana State University
Department of Political Science
Fall 2020
Tuesday and Thursday 1:30 — 2:50 pm CST
Online Zoom Classroom

Professor Elizabeth Lane
Office: 233 Stubbs Hall
Student Hours: 2:50 — 3:50 Tu & Th on Zoom, or by appointment
Email: elane8@Isu.edu - please include “POLI 4000 in subject line

PURPOSE

This course is designed to examine the development of individual liberties and protections provided
by the Constitution of the United States as interpreted by the U.S. Supreme Court. Specifically, we
will focus on how the Supreme Court defines, establishes, and interprets provisions enumerated in
the Bill of Rights and ensuing amendments, and how this process has developed over time. Students
should leave this class with a fundamental understanding of the Constitution, how the Supreme
Court operates in a common law system, and critical knowledge of the Court’s decisions that have
defined and shaped the history of the United States. This course is not about the mere recitation of
facts or personal opinions. While there will be opportunities for discussion, students should be able
to support their views with well-



SOCIAL SCIENCES COMPETENCY STATEMENT
LSU graduates will demonstrate an understanding of the informing factors of global

interdependence, including economic forces, political dynamics, and cultural and linguistic
differences.

CLASS FORMAT

This semester class will meet 100% online over Zoom at our scheduled meeting time on Tuesday and
Thursdays from 9:00-10:30 am CST. The information to log into the Zoom meeting is:

https://Isu.zoom.us/j/97993058066?pwd=NTRUbWIXdEXET3M1R29nhQSs3NjV5UT09

Meeting ID: 979 9305 8066
Passcode: freespeech

This information can also be found on Moodle. If you need a toll-free number to dial into the
meeting, that information is also located on Moodle. Because | realize that some of you may not have



















Thursday, September 3
Understanding Opinions & Judicial Review Ch. 2—pgs. 4364,
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