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While Louisiana will be used as a prominent example in our study, this is not a course on Louisiana politics. 
     The topics to be covered are divided into four broad sections.  The first part of the course focuses on various political 
contexts in which state governments operate.  The second part explores the institutions in which policy is created and 
implemented (legislative, executive, and judicial).  A third section gives attention to differences across states in political party 
structures, interest group activities, and election practices.  The fourth section of the course focuses on different policy areas.  
We will spend time covering problems or conditions that policies are intended to alter, the specific actions governments take 
in response to these conditions, and whether or not such efforts have their intended effects. 
     In addition to our focus on the substantive aspects of state politics, we will also spend time examining the methods used by 
scholars to answer questions on these topics.  Part of our goal is to assess the evidence obtained by scholars and to consider 
alternative approaches.  While this is not a course on political science methodology, issues involving research design and 
analysis will play prominently in our class discussions. 
 
Required Reading Materials

1th 
edition) by Virginia Gray, Russell L. Hanson, and Thad Kousser (2018, Sage and Congressional Quarterly Press).  However, a 
large share of the reading load includes articles listed on the course schedule below.  Each is available for download from the 
class Moodle site.  Note that a few of these readings are newspaper articles that will take only a few minutes to read, but many 
are longer pieces from academic journals that will take an hour or more to fully digest.  These academic articles very often 
form the central part of our class discussions so it is imperative that you carefully read and take notes on them prior to class.  I 
also strongly recommend printing most of the articles given that I will often make reference to the tables and graphs in the 
articles.  Reading constitutes a substantial portion of the work for this course, so make certain that you plan accordingly for 
each class.  I conduct class in a manner that assumes students have read the course materials assigned for the day, so come to 
class prepared. 
 
Time Requirements 
 
     �3�O�H�D�V�H���N�H�H�S���L�Q���P�L�Q�G���W�K�H���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�·�V���G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Z�R�U�N���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���I�R�U���H�D�F�K���F�U�H�G�L�W���K�R�X�U�����´�Q�R�W���O�H�V�V���W�K�D�Q���R�Qe hour (50 minutes) 
of lecture/classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours out-of-class student work across 15 weeks for 
�R�Q�H���V�H�P�H�V�W�H�U���µ���*�L�Y�H�Q���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���L�V���D����-hour course, this means that students are expected to devote a total of 9 hours of work 
each week: 3 hours in the classroom and an additional 6 hours of course related work outside the classroom (for this class it 
means reading, studying, and working on the course assignments).   
 
Course Requirements 
 
The grade for the course is �G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���E�\���D���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·�V���S�H�U�I�Rrmance in the following areas: 
 
  Participation   15% 

Policy Project    30% 
Midterm Exam   25% 
Final Exam   30% 

        
TOTAL               100% 
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Course Schedule 
 

The Contexts of State Politics 
 
January 11 Introduction to  the Course 

 No reading assignment. 
 
January 16  Why Study State Politics 

 Text: Gray, Hanson, and Kousser Chapter 1. 
 Reading #1�����0�R�Q�F�U�L�H�I�����*�D�U�\�����D�Q�G���3�H�Y�H�U�L�O�O���6�T�X�L�U�H���������������������´�0�D�N�L�Q�J���D���&�D�V�H���I�R�U���6�W�D�W�H�V���µ���&�K�D�S�W�H�U�������L�Q��Why States Matter: 

An Introduction to State Politics
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March 6  Political Parties and Elections Continued 
 Reading #35�����0�D�V�N�H�W�����6�H�W�K���(�������-�R�Q�D�W�K�D�Q���:�L�Q�E�X�U�Q�����D�Q�G���*�H�U�D�O�G���&�����:�U�L�J�K�W���������������������´�7�K�H���*�H�U�U�\�P�D�Q�G�H�U�H�U�V���$�U�H���&�R�P�L�Q�J����

Legislative �5�H�G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�L�Q�J���:�R�Q�·�W���$�I�I�H�F�W���&�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q���R�U���3�R�O�D�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���0�X�F�K�����1�R���0�D�W�W�H�U���:�K�R���'�R�H�V���,�W���µ��PS: Political Science 
and Politics January 39-43.

https://ballotpedia.org/Ballot_measure_readability_scores,_2017
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April 24  Economic Development Policies  

 Text: Gray, Hanson, and Kousser, Chapter 16. 
 Reading #42�����5�X�V�V�H�O�O�����*�R�U�G�R�Q�����D�Q�G���5�H�E�H�N�D�K���$�O�O�H�Q���������������������´�*�L�Y�L�Q�J���$�Z�D�\���/�R�X�L�V�L�D�Q�D���µ��The Advocate (Parts 1-3). 

 
April 26  Summation and Review  

 No reading assignment. 
 
May 3  FINAL EXAM  in this classroom on Thursday from 12:30 - 2:30 p.m. 


