Political Science 4015
American State Politics and Policy Making

Spring20B
Dr. Hogan
205Stubbs Hall 203TureaudTTH 9:00-10:D
Telephone: 578217 Office Hours

While Louisiana will be used as a pramiereample in our study, this is not a courdeaisiana politics.

The topics to be covered are divided fotw broad sections. The first paftthe course focuses on various political
contexts in which state governments operate. The secobrekpgtares the institutioria which policy is created and
implementedlegislative, executive, and judicial}hird section gives attention to differences acrossiatatagical party
structures, interest group activitieslelection practiceslhe fourth section of the course focuses on different policy areas.
We will spend time covering problems or conditions that policies are intended to alter, the specific actions governmer
in response to these conditions, and whether or not suts leffee their intended effects.

In addition to our focus on the substantive aspects of state politics, we will also spend time examining the methods 1
scholars to answer guestions on these topics. Part of our goal is to assess the eitgehbg stholars and to consider
alternative approaches. While this is not a course on political science methodology, issues involving research de
analysis will play prominently in our class discussions.

Required Reading Materials

1th
edition) by Virginia Gray, Russell L. Hanson, and Thad Kous&eiS@@4 and Congressional Quarterly Piésglevera
large share oh¢ reading load includaticles listed on the course schedule below. Each is available for dowmitied fro
class Moodle site. Note thdew of these readings are newspaper articles that will take only a few minutes tmaesd, but
arelongerpiees from academic journals that will take an hour or more to fully digest. These academic articles very
form the central part of our class discussions so it is imperative that you carefully read and takemptés om class |
also stronglyecommend printing most of the articles given that | will often make referencelieshenthgraphs in the
articles. Reading constitutes a substantial portion of the work for this course, so make certain that you plan according
each class. boduct class in a manner that assumes students have read the course materials assigned for the day, so
class prepared.

Time Requirements

30HDVH NHHS LQ PLQG WKH XQLYHUVLW\-V GHILQLW L R&hdRr (ORndted) HT
of lecture/classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hoofsctags student work across 15 weeks for
RQH VHPHVWHU p *Lhou Qowed In/méaksLiNvat Istdddhts are expected to devote a tatalobdwork
each week: 3 hours in the classroom and an additional 6 hours of course related work outside the classroom (for this
means reading, studying, and working on the course assignments).

Course Requirements

The grade for the courseGsBHWHUPLQHG E\ rdancd/iXiGeHdlowing agbsU | R

Participation 15%
PolicyProject 30%
MidtermExam 25%
Final Exam 30%

TOTAL 100%


mailto:rhogan1@lsu.edu



http://www.lsu.edu/judicialaffairs




Course Schedule

The Contexts of State Politics

Januaryll Introduction to the Course
No readingassignment

Januaryl6 Why Studly State Politics
Text Gray, Hansonand Kousse€Chapterl.
Readingtl ORQFULHI *DU\ DQG 3HYHULOO 6TXLUH Why Sathisl MatteD & D

An Introduction to &fwlitics






March 6 Political Parties and Elections Continued
Reading#8 ODVNHW 6HWK ( -RQDWKDQ :LQEXUQ DQG *HUDOG & :ULJ
Legislatives HGLVWULFWLQJ :RQ-W $IIHFW &RPSHWLWLRQ RRS: PRIitxdl Bdidgridan L
and Politidanuary 393.


https://ballotpedia.org/Ballot_measure_readability_scores,_2017

April 24 Economic Development Policies
Text Gray, Hanson, and Kousser, Chapter 16.
Reading#2 5XVVHOO *RUGRQ DQG 5HEHNDK $0O OHeAdvocdRarts BLYLQJ $ZD

April 26 Summation and Review
No reading assignment

May 3 FINAL EXAM in this classroomon Thursday from 12:®- 2:30 p.m.



